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Maverick Grotto Information

Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto.

The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of the National
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps,
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should
accompany it.

Reprinting Articles: Internal organizations of the
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first
appearing in the Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein.

Exchanges The Maverick Grotto will exchange
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor.

Complimentary Newsletters The Maverick Grotto will
provide complimentary newsletters to persons or
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming
members.

Subscription Rates Subscription rates are $15.00 per
year for non-members and free for members.

Membership Policy: Any individual with interests,
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of the
Maverick Grotto and the National Speleological Society is
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip
requirement with at least three different grotto members.
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members
present will be required for acceptance.

Meetings Meetings are held the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. The location will be announced
prior to each meeting.

Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.

Photos & Map Credits

Cover Photo: Caver Mike Bales in Mystery Hole
Cave at CBSP—Keith Heuss

Back Cover: Google Map showing the location of
Rahr and Sons Brewing Company.

Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site! Butch
has done an excellent job at constructing the grotto web
site and keeping it up-to-date. You'll find information about
getting into caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this
newsletter

(with color photos!):

Http://www.maverickgrotto.orqg

Cave RescueCall collect: (512) 686-0234

Cave Emergency:

FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL
911. FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE
CLOSEST NUMBER:

BEXAR: 210-326-1576 COLLIN: 214-202-6611

HAYS: 512-393-9054 SUTTON: 315-387-3424

TRAVIS: 512-663-2287 PARKER: 817 657-5780

Next meeting: July 8th, 2008 7:00 pm
Rahr & Sons Brewing Company
701 Galveston Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76104
(817) 810-9266

Program: Continuing with knot tying, Daniel Dase
has put together a Power Point presentation.

Chair Secretary
Daniel Dase Butch Fralia
6458 Sumac 3412 Walton Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76116
C: (903) 814-8342
chairman@maverickgrotto.org

(817) 346-2039

Fort Worth, TX 76133

secretaryl@maverickgrotto.org

Newsletter Editor
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
newsletterl@maverickgrotto.org

Vice-Chair Treasurer
Chris Cole Sharon Mastbrook
2916 Willing Ave 3412 Walton Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76110

C:(817_ 422-4869 (817) 346-2039

Fort Worth, TX 76133

treasurer@maverickgrotto.orqg

Webmaster
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
webmaster@maverickgrotto.org

vicechairl @maverickgrotto.org
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The Maverick Grotto meeting is moving to:

Rahr & Sons Brewing Company
701 Galveston Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76104
(817) 810-9266
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Caving Calendar
Jul 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Jul 17-20: KARST-O-RAMA — The Greater Cincinnati Grotto
invites you to attend the 2008 Karst-O-Rama a3heat Saltpe-
tre Cave Preserve in Mount Vernon, Kentucky.

Website: http://www.karstorama.com/

Jul 26-27: High Guads Restoration Project (CarlsbadNM):
Annual rescue practice????— On-going work amid spectacu-
lar scenery in beautiful caves of the Lincoln Na#bForest.
Last weekend of the month, permits often includee€h-ingers,
Virgin, Pink Dragon, Pink Panther, Hidden, Wondedaand
Black Cave. Activities vary from month to month.
Contact:highguads@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.hgrp.org/

Aug 3-9: Mammoth Cave Restoration Weeklong Camp—
Signup is required and space is limited.

Contact: Roy Vanhoozeranhoo@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.restoremammoth.com/

Aug 11-15: NSS Convention— in Lake City, Florida (west of
Jacksonville), hosted by the NSS Cave Diving Sectioe Flor-
ida Speleological Society, and members of the TaBgeArea,
Flint River, and Central Florida Grottos.

Website: http://www.nss2008.com/

Aug 12: Maverick Grotto Meeting.
Sep 9: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Sep 9- 21: Fall VAR— hosted by the Blue Ridge and James
River Grottos at the Moose Lodge field in Covingtu\.
Contact: Susan Burpondlady97 @cox.net
Website:http://www.varegion.org/

Sep 20: Robber Baron CaveThe long running Restoration Pro-
ject at TCMA's Robber Baron Cave is nearing its plation!

This project has been ongoing since 2003 and vadvied:

- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,

- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to resrexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,

- promoting educational use of the entrance area,

- correcting and improving conditions at RobberdaCave that

TCMA inherited from the previous owner,
- and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,08IPin do-
nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth
remained work days and help us make the final paugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itptetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Oct 10-12: TAG Fall Cave-In— Held at the TOTM site atop
Lookout Mountain, GA and hosted by the Dogwood @iytto..
Website:http://tagfallcavein.org/hosting/dcg/cavein/homémh

Oct 14: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Oct 10-12, Texas Cavers Reunion -FCR will be held at Para-
dise Canyon Park on the Medina River. The sitedatied just
outside of San Antonio below the Diversion Dam loa Medina
River. The site has a half-mile of river front vinany good
camping areas. The swimming will be superb antethee even
some small caves across the

river.

Website: http://cavetexas.org/events/TCR/index.html

Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/tcr2007.html

Oct 25: Robber Baron Cave:The long running Restoration Pro-
ject at TCMA's Robber Baron Cave is nearing its plation!
This project has been ongoing since 2003 and hadvied:

- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,

- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to resrexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,

- promoting educational use of the entrance area,

- correcting and improving conditions at Robberda€ave that
TCMA inherited from the previous owner,

- and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,08IPin do-
nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth
remained work days and help us make the final paugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itptetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Oct 25-26: High Guads Restoration Project (CarlsbadNM):
More Scrubbing Caves— On-going work amid spectacular
scenery in beautiful caves of the Lincoln NatioRatest. Last
weekend of the month, permits often include Thriegérs, Vir-
gin, Pink Dragon, Pink Panther, Hidden, Wonderlard] Black
Cave. Activities vary from month to month.
Contact:highguads@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.hgrp.org/

Nov 1-2: Mammoth Cave Restoration Weekend Camp-
Signup is required and space is limited.

Contact: Roy Vanhoozeranhoo@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.restoremammoth.com/
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Nov 8: Robber Baron Cave—Dedication Day The long run-
ning Restoration Project at TCMA's Robber BaronéCiawnear-
ing its completion!

This project has been ongoing since 2003 andrivadvied:
- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,
- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to resvexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,
- promoting educational use of the entrance area,
- correcting and improving conditions at Robberd@a€ave that
TCMA inherited from the previous owner,
- and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,08I2in do-
nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth
remained work days and help us make the final paugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itptetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Nov 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Jul 19-26, 2009: International Congress of Speleology - Kerr-
ville Texas — Sort of like the NSS Convention oerr8ids! In
fact, the NSS Convention and International Congoé$peleol-
ogy are combined in 2009.

Website: http://www.ics2009.us/
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Treasurer: Gave financial report, good cash supply.

Secretary: As usual, need photos, and articles for both the
newsletter and website. Not much time to work fwn website
though some minor stuff has been done.

New Business:

Brochures for the Beer tasting at Rahr's on Satyirafter-
noon. Sharon had the brochures but they need wptated.
No on volunteered to take on the task. Daniel wilfk on a tri
-fold display for Rahr’s and other caving events.

There was a discussion of setting up a PayPaluatdor
online donations to “Cave for the Cure” and Grattes pay-
ments. Butch Fralia indicated what needed to bedo set up
the account, having recently been involved withtirsgt up
forms for TCMA.

Old Business:

Discussion of ads in the newsletter and on thesuelor
Rahr’'s and Riskey’'s BBQ. Can be done, someoneseeput
them together.

Trip Reports: None reported.

Program: knot tying, by Daniel Dase. Daniel provided small
ropes for everyone to follow along.

Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2008

The June 10 meeting of The Maverick Grotto wasl la¢IRahr
& Sons Brewing Company, 701 Galveston Avenue, artF
Worth.

Attendees: Meagan Brown, Chris Cole, Lex and Tammy Cox,
Jose Curras, Daniel Dase, Butch Fralia, Ryan Gélbhdammy
Goldsmith, Adam Hayes, Jason Magby, Sharon Maskyraill
and Francie Tucker and Pete Wann.

Chairman Daniel Dase called the meeting to ordet:26PM

v
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Chairman’s Corner
By Daniel Dase

All right guys I'm getting really excited. We haa lot going
on and a lot of Cave for the Cure loose ends wel teestart
tying up. Remember to start sending me picturesaog trips
for the Maverick Grotto Tri-fold display. Remembiéryou
don’t send me pics | get to choose the pic of ymt goes on
the board!(I'm going to have fun with that). Renlemto keep
wearing your bracelets.

P
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after a short delay while Vice-Chair Chris Cole viasating sil-
verware for the meal. Everyone introduced thenesefior the
visitors and members.

Officers Reports:

Chairman: Danial reported the “Cave for the Cure” bracelets
came in and passed them out to everyone. He skaalaf there
was a grotto mission statement. He asked thaber@nsidered.
He has a law student who will work on copyrightit@ave for
the Cure” pro-bono as soon as the student paseesathexam.
New T-Shirts will be available at next month’s niegt

Vice-Chair: Nothing to report.

Editors Corner
By Butch Fralia

OK, we're definitely into the hot dog days of suemnyhaving
broke the 100 degree mark in June and it hovenngpé high
nineties everyday. Though not much, we've had soaie
which can’t be said for our caving friends in otlparts of the
state.

It looks like from the trip report from Patrick \\&that at
least a few folks have made it caving on a onetdpydown to
Austin. Sounds like they had fun. Thanks to Dhbiase for
sending some pictures to fill the newsletter.

It sure would be nice if the membership could campewith
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some newsletter articles. This would be a goock tior that
technical article you always wanted to write or reecave trip
you didn’t write about earlier.

A
v

TRIP REPORT—June 23
By Patrick Wells

Daniel, Chris, Alexa, Tammy, Aruna, Wendy, Daviéluétin
society), and | went to Austin on Sunday to visittb Airman’s
and Whirlpool Caves. Six tried the entrance atmsin’s, three
were unsuccessful; Daniel, Emily, and | enteredman’s and
looked around for about 30 minutes before exitingtisat the
whole group could get to Whirlpool. Everyone gotoi Whirl-
pool, though we left Daniel and Alexa at the “Bi@lanal” before
making our way to the surprise room. It took ab®tiburs to get
to the back of the cave, and 30 minutes to get lbatk The en-
trance at Airman’s is freakin’ tight and | look feard to going
again and trying to make it to the back of the cdvead a good
time.

<
<
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Zubov swimming in the area where he got “hooked”!
- Butch Fralig

TCR Date Change
October 10-12

Historically the Texas Cavers Reunion has been beldhe
third weekend of October. This weekend, the date heen
moved forward one week until the second weekemdthé past,
the third weekend has conflicted with some locakecachedules
preventing them from attending. Perhaps this yeilrbe the
year.

Once again TCR will be held as Paradise Canyok, P of
San Antonio, a beautiful location if a little hatd get to. [Ill

Cody—TCR 2007 about 30 pounds.
- Photo Bill Bentley

happy if this year, our dog Zubov can refrain frgetting trot
line hook in his scrotum.

Cody, our young lab was three months old at ®@72TCR
and weighed about 30 pounds. He got mad when athgs
wouldn’t play with him. He’s pushing close to 1p6unds now.
Other dogs may not have much choice whether thay gb he
should really have fun in 2008.

It's always fun to see old friends and caving vasd Try to
plan to go in 2008. If you're looking for placesdo caving, you
can make a lot of new friends and fill out your icavcalendar
for the next year.

TCR Webpagehttp://cavetexas.org/events/TCR/index.html
TCR Website: http://www.oztotl.com/tcr/index.htm

TCR Map: http://cavetexas.org/maps/tcr2008.html
Paradise Canyon Websitetp://paradisecanyon.com/

Maverick Grotto Camp TCR 2007, Founding member 2onn
Anderson (L), and Charter member Kay Crosby ®.
- Butch Fralia
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Notes from the Texas Cavers e-mail list

| understand that a lot of North Texas cavers ageibscribed
to the Texas Cavers list. After a blowout eariiethe year about
all the non caving trash being posted, an alternatecaving list
was set up for those who wanted to discuss religimhother non
-caving related subjects.

Since that time, the list has stayed pretty welta@pic and oc-
casionally there’s some interesting information thetre.

Shannon Leigh Lewis,20 years old from Austin was injured
in a cave diving incident in Florida. The detailsthe accident
weren't released but she went into a coma and gasaay on
Wednesday July 2.

There's an abstract posted on the internet atttp:/

The cave deserves its name. | am accustomed togcav
Texas so any cave up here is going to feel coltlieen the vet-
erans say this cave is colder by 10 to 20 degtems it ought to
be. Historically, the cave did contain ice formasdut we didn’'t
see any. No formations of any kind, really. The liegsively
fluted walls made up for this.

Harry and | ended the day by surveying into thetiooing
lead and taping the next drop at 23 feet. We didaite any rope
with us to go down and check it out. We climbed aofuthe cave
to the late afternoon heat. Headed back down iy rilooking at
several interesting sinks on the way.

Thanks for a good and productive trip, Harry, Bilhd John.

Visitors to Carlsbad Caverns get free touwr—Contractors had
assured the Carlsbad staff the renovation of tlsgéovs center
would be completed so they disconnected their tickenputers.
As it turned out, the center wasn’t as near conpieds thought

spiedl.aip.org/getabs/serviet/GetabsServlet?and park visitors got into Carlsbad Caverns fregHe day.

prog=normal&id=PSISDG00642600000164262C000001&idtyp

=cvips&aifs=yessuggesting that LED lighting could be damag-

ing to your vision. The light frequencies emittedm an LED
light are different from what the eye has adaptethtough evo-
lution. It could cause eye damage with continuieelcd exposure
of the light source to the eyes. Basically, démidk directly into
the light source for extended periods and you shbal OK.

Texas Caving in Kentucky by Marvin Miller — Bill Walden
wanted to continue the survey of Ice Cave. Souritteda good
thing to do on a hot day. We parked along thelireeat the edge
of the pasture on Saturday morning, Bill, John @gssHarry
Goepel, and I. Packs and ropes were slung on baclswe
trudged up the trail through the woods to the tépghe ridge.
There, just as Bill had promised, was a great lote hin the
ground, fluted walls dropping to the breakdown kd5 feet
below.

Bill and Harry surveyed around the edge of thewgitie John
and | rigged a rope and cable ladder for the dfoplack vulture
flew, disturbed, from her nest somewhere below.

At the bottom of the entrance drop, huge bouldygumbled
around expectant holes that opened to greater slepitle fol-
lowed Bill down one side of the breakdown pile ithe larger
entrance chamber of the cave. Bill had two surviejedives —
finish the survey on this level of the cave anad aisrvey down at
least one of several pits to possible virgin teryitoelow.

John joined Bill for the upper level surveying VehHarry and |
rigged around a large slab of breakdown that ptegeover the
edge of the deeper of the pits. We backed up téhandreak-
down boulder and ended up with a nicely balancesiesy that
pleased us both.

Harry descended first and then we taped the db@pfeet.
While | sketched Harry explored and found the battwf one of
the other pits we had been looking at. He alscepuiome rocks
out of a crack and found the cave continuing dowotlzer 20+
foot drop into a nice room. After | rappelled wensyed around
the bottom of the pit room and then up into an akaeveral
nice little dome rooms, one of which continued ap fuite a
distance. Later, while | was sketching, John apggtaome ways
above the bottom of this pit and dropped a tapeton with our
survey.

Daniel Dase and Lex Cox in Arkansas
- Tammy Cox (Daniel’'s Camerf)

Lex Cox, Milo Marks, Tammy Cox and Liz Brockey—Arksas
- Daniel Dase
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Daniel Dase (top) and Milo Marks, November 200%ieat prac- | Tammy Cox—Inverted on rope—November 2007 verticatpce
tice. - Daniel Dase¢
- Butch Fralia (Daniel's Camerg)

Tammy Cox—November 2007 vertical practice Alexa Ewen and Tammy Cox rappelling of the HenderStreet
- Daniel Dasq Bridge—November 2007 vertical practice
- Daniel Dassd
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Maverick Grotto

c/o Butch Fralia

3412 Walton Avenue

Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230




