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 Maverick Grotto Information  
 
  Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto. 
 
 The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The 
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of the National 
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all 
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps, 
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be 
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should 
accompany it.  
 Reprinting Articles : Internal organizations of the 
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless 
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first 
appearing in the Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a 
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at 
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact 
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein. 
 Exchanges: The Maverick Grotto will exchange 
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor. 
 Complimentary Newsletters: The Maverick Grotto will 
provide complimentary newsletters to persons or 
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or 
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto 
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming 
members. 
 Subscription Rates: Subscription rates are $15.00 per 
year for non-members and free for members. 
 Membership Policy: Any individual with interests, 
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of the 
Maverick Grotto and the National Speleological Society is 
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is 
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip 
requirement with at least three different grotto members. 
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one 
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership 
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members 
present will be required for acceptance. 
 Meetings: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  The location will be announced 
prior to each meeting. 
 Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran 
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related 
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.   
 

Photos & Map Credits 
Cover Photo: Miscellaneous Pictures from the April 
TSA Convention, Kerrville—Butch Fralia 
Back Cover:  Map to Rahr & Sons Brewing Com-
pany 
____________________________________________________ 

 

 Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site!  Butch 
has done  an excellent job at constructing the grotto web 
site and keeping it up-to-date. You’ll find information about 
getting into  caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this 
newsletter 
(with color photos!): 
 

Http://www.maverickgrotto.org  
__________________________________ 
 

 
Cave Rescue: Call collect:  (512) 686-0234 
Cave Emergency:  
FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL 
911.   FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE 
CLOSEST NUMBER: 
BEXAR:  210-326-1576    COLLIN:  214-202-6611 
HAYS:  512-393-9054       SUTTON:  315-387-3424 
TRAVIS:  512-663-2287   PARKER: 817 657-5780 

__________________________________ 
 
Next meeting: May 13th ,  2008 7:00 pm 
Rahr & Sons Brewing Company 
701 Galveston Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76104 
(817) 810-9266 
____________________________________________ 
 

Program:   

 
Chair 
  Daniel Dase 
  6458 Sumac 
  Fort Worth, TX 76116 
  C: (903) 814-8342 
  danieljdase@yahoo.com  
   
Vice-Chair 
  Chris Cole 
    
    
    
  chris-cole1982@hotmail.com 

Secretary 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Treasurer 
  Sharon Mastbrook 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net  

Newsletter Editor 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Webmaster 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
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Meeting Minutes 
April 8, 2008 

 
 The April 8 meeting of The Maverick Grotto was held at An-
gelo’s BBQ, 2533 White Settlement Road in Fort Worth. 
 
Attendees:  Megan Brown, Chris Cole, Amber Cox (v), Lex 
Cox, Tammy Cox, Tommy Cox (v), Jose Curras, Daniel Dase, 
Dede Dase (v), Butch Fralia, Constance Halcomb (v), Adam 
Hayes, Sharon Mastbrook, Leah Parnal (v), James Savage, Bill 
Tucker,  Francie Tucker, and Stephanie Weathers (v). 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:24 PM by Chairman 
Daniel Dase.  April was new caver month so everyone, members 
and visitors introduced themselves. 
 
 The meeting started with everyone writing something about 
themselves that no one present would know on a slip of paper.  
The paper was put in a hat and everyone drew a slip and tried to 
guess who the person was. 
 
 Daniel opted to get the elections for Vice-Chair out of the way 
before getting into other meeting details.  The nominees were 
Chris Cole, Lex Cox and Bill Tucker.  Much to the relief of Lex 
and Bill, Chris was elected.   
 
 The program was an introduction to caving, equipment and 
“stuff”.  A short discussion of how caves are formed and what 
areas of the state caves are located in.  Basic caving equipment, 
helmets, pads.  Rules: sets of threes, three people know your go-
ing in a cave and when you’ll be back, three sources of light.  
Cave packs.   
 
Officers Reports: 
 
Chairman:  Nothing New not already discussed. 
 
Vice-Chair:  New to office, nothing to report yet. 
 
Treasurer:  Sharon Mastbrook reported $1,125 total funds.  She 
left brochures and information forms at home and passed out a 
piece of notebook paper for visitors to fill out. 
 
Secretary:  Had a newsletter for April, as usual need articles, and 
photographs for the newsletter and website. 
 
New Business: 
 
Caver of the month:  Chris Cole for accepting the office of Vice-
Chair. 
 
Rag of the month:  Adam Hayes for passing out in the What-A-
Burger parking lot. 
 
Discussion of moving the meeting to Rahr & Sons Brewing Com-
pany.  Vote, move to Rahr’s in May. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32. 
 

Meeting Location Change!!!!! 
 
The Maverick Grotto meeting is moving to: 
 

Rahr & Sons Brewing Company 
701 Galveston Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76104 

(817) 810-9266 
 
 

Caving Calendar  
 

May 9-11: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
May 13:  Maverick Grotto Meeting. 
 
May 25-26:  Kentucky Speleofest — Hosted by the Louisville 
Grotto at the ever-improving and shady Lone Star Preserve, Hart 
Co. KY. 
Website:  http://www.caves.org/grotto/louisvillegrotto/ 
Contact: Kim Gentry cavernkim@aol.com 
 
Jun 13:  Maverick Grotto Meeting. 
 
Jul 8:  Maverick Grotto Meeting. 
 
Jul 17-20: KARST-O-RAMA — The Greater Cincinnati Grotto 
invites you to attend the 2008 Karst-O-Rama at the Great Saltpe-
tre Cave Preserve in Mount Vernon, Kentucky. 
Website:  http://www.karstorama.com/ 
 
Aug 11-15:  NSS Convention — in Lake City, Florida (west of 
Jacksonville), hosted by the NSS Cave Diving Section, the Flor-
ida Speleological Society, and members of the Tampa Bay Area, 
Flint River, and Central Florida Grottos. 
Website:  http://www.nss2008.com/ 
 
Oct 17-18,  Texas Cavers Reunion — TCR will be held at Para-
dise Canyon Park on the Medina River. The site is located just  
outside of San Antonio below the Diversion Dam on the Medina 
River.  The site has a half-mile of river front with many good 
camping areas.  The swimming will be superb and there are even 
some small caves across the  
river. 
Website:  http://cavetexas.org/events/TCR/index.html 
Map:  http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/tcr2007.html 
 
 
Jul 19-26, 2009:  International Congress of Speleology - Kerr-
ville Texas — Sort of like the NSS Convention on Steroids!  In 
fact, the NSS Convention and International Congress of Speleol-
ogy are combined in 2009. 
Website:  http://www.ics2009.us/ 
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Editors Corner 
By Butch Fralia 

 
 It’s newsletter time again and I’d like to thank Tammy Cox and 
Scott Boyd for submitting articles and pictures.  It’s always inter-
esting to see what’s going to turn up.  I’d also like to congratulate 
Chris Cole on being elected Vice-Chair of the grotto. 

 The May meeting should be interesting as we’re moving to 
Rahr & Sons Brewing Company, anyone up for some interesting 
beer tasting?  Rumor is there may be BBQ as well.  Angelo’s is a 
pretty cool place, certainly known for fine BBQ but….  We were 
always competing with some other group to be heard.  At Rahr’s 
we’ll pretty much have the place to ourselves.  There’s a large 
projection screen and multimedia equipment already in place so 
program set up should be easy. 

 Fuel prices (gas and diesel) are getting out of sight.  I was sup-
posed to go to a TSS directors meeting in Austin this weekend 
and opted to save $80.00 and work on making some money in-
stead of spending it.  I’m wondering what kind of impact that’s 
going to have on caving?  It’s coming up on the hot dog days of 
summer when there’s not much caving going on in the south any 
way so maybe not so much, at least until fall. 

 Anyway, here’s your May newsletter. 

Happy Caving! 

 

Spring Break Caving – Fitton ??? 
By Tammy Cox 

Trip Date:  March 21, 2008 

Participants: Milo Marks, Bill Tucker, Lex and Tammy Cox, 
Danny Malcom, Ed Malcom and Kendall Coulson  

  On a previous trip to Fitton Cave in Arkansas, Milo and I found 
the way to Jurgens Leap accidentally but we didn’t have any rope 
with us so we were unable to continue on.  We also looked for 
Crystal Passage with Daniel Dase, Lex and Liz but couldn’t find 
the crack we needed to climb up.  About five months ago I was 
talking to a caver from Arkansas about Fitton and he told me 
where the crack to enter Crystal Passage is.  I knew exactly where 
it was when he described it.  Since last September I have been 
thinking about Crystal passage and trying to work a Fitton Trip 
into my schedule. 

 Our friends from Missouri and Iowa along with Bill and Milo 
were able to come up with a date that would work for everyone 
and we decided to go in March.  I applied for a permit and actu-
ally got it for the day I wanted.  We planned the trip carefully so 
that everyone would be able to get to Arkansas the night before, 
camp together, get plenty of rest and hit the trail early to hike to 
the cave. 

 As it got closer to time to go I received the permit in the mail 
and confirmed with everyone that the trip was still a go.  We 
were all ready and waiting.  Lex even bought a wrist band com-
pass to wear because on a prior trip Bill Tucker had one and it 
really helped us follow the map and find our way to a section of 
the cave called 21 Jumps. 

 The morning before we were going to leave I got a call at 
home from Chuck Bitting, the person that issues the permits for 
Fitton, saying they had some flash flooding and some roads had 
been washed out.  Then he went on to say he had to cancel all 
the permits for that weekend.  Talking about your bubble being 
busted, I was really looking forward to seeing more of Fitton. 

 Lex and I called everyone to see if they still wanted to make 
the trip and they all wanted to go.  We left Thursday morning to 
drive up to Withrow Springs State Park and got there that eve-
ning with no problems.  

Friday morning we went to a small cave in the Wildlife Man-
agement Area called Salamander cave.  This cave has a short 
drop in entrance or a hand and knee crawling entrance.  Kendall 
had practiced vertical work outside of a cave and was ready to 
do the real thing into a cave.  He didn’t have any problems and 

Lex and Milo rigging the rope at Salamander Cave 
- Tammy Cox 
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he even looked like he was having fun.  We crawled through mud 
and walked through ankle deep water for about an hour and then 
decided to head back out when the ceiling got low and we were 
going to have to belly crawl through the water.  Lex and Milo 
decided to crawl out of the cave while the rest of us went up the 
rope.    

 The next cave we went to was called Kitty Mix.  We had been 
there before and were unable to find the hole to pop up to the 
continuing passage.  This time determination was in the air.  Af-
ter pushing a lot of muddy tight crawls that just ended in break 
down or pinched off we finally found the place we were looking 
for.  We were surprised at how large the room was that we 
climbed up into.  The ceiling was about fifteen or twenty feet 
high and maybe sixty feet across.  Compared to what we had seen 
up to that point this was looking pretty good.  It went on for about 
400 feet, had a few holes in the floor of breakdown that may go 
on and a climb down.  Then it ended with a small waterfall that 
Bill decided to take a shower in.     

 After all this work we came out of the cave to find that Lex had 
cooked hot dogs, chili and jalapeño links for lunch.  What a guy.  

 Last but not least on Saturday we visited Whippoorwill Cave.  
Bill and Lex decided to hike around outside and enjoy the great 
outdoors for a while.  The first thing we noticed when we got into 
the cave was the large number of bats we were seeing.  Daniel 
Dase would have loved it.  I have never seen that many bats in 
this cave before.  We took a lot of pictures with bats in them to 
make sure Daniel didn’t miss out.  Milo even let me take his pic-
ture and then he offered to take a picture of me and the others 
with my camera.  I didn’t hesitate, I just handed him the camera 
and smiled before he changed his mind.  We did our usual hike to 
the back of the cave.  Along the way we noticed that all the 
muddy places were very wet and the little waterfalls were flow-
ing a lot more than usual.  We explored for two or three hours 

and then hiked out of the cave to see what Bill and Lex were do-
ing.  They said they had fun and were ready for dinner. 

 Then it was back to camp, dinner and bed.  Sunday we did 
some ridge walking to try to find two caves that a local had told 
Milo about.  We gave up when we didn’t find them and went to 
Granny’s for lunch.  We had already broke camp and all of our 
gear was loaded in the trucks so we headed home after lunch and 
made it back to Texas with no problems.    

 

 Trip report - CBSP 4-12-08 
by Scott Boyd 

 It turned out that we only had eight or nine people Saturday 
morning. Rafal, Ed Spaulding & I went to Lemon Ranch Cave to 
continue surveying.  After we went to the entrance of the cave, 
Rafal decided to look in the direction of the cave for any holes at 
the surface that might lead to the cave below.  About 80 feet 
away, he found one.  It was small, and clogged with rocks and 
dirt, so we spent an hour or so trying to remove rocks and dirt.  
We enlarged it somewhat, but since we didn't have the proper 
tools, we didn't make much progress.  We had a piece of metal 
trim I had found near the trail, and I pushed it down the hole 
about seven feet below the surface.  It may not be big enough for 
human entrance, but maybe it will be big enough for air to flow 
through.  Rafal is hoping that it may connect to Lemon's Ranch 
Cave and would provide a way to help ventilate the bad air in the 
cave.  The karst feature will need to be worked on at a later time. 

 We then hiked back the short distance to Lemon's Ranch Cave.  
We got down to where the creek bed is at in the cave, and we 
went off to the right.  We were going to continue surveying if the 
air was good.  We went a long way in crawling passage, looking 
for flagging tape that marked the last survey station.  I never 

Kendall Coulson , Bill Tucker, Ed Malcom and Tammy Cox in 
Kitty Mix Cave 

- Lex Cox 

Bats for Daniel Dase 
- Tammy Cox 
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found the flagging tape, and the air was pretty bad, so we went 
back towards the entrance.  We continued on to the Chapel Room 
to continue surveying from there.  We surveyed from there up 
into the passage beyond the Chapel Room.  We were able to sur-
vey a total of 120 feet before I once again ran into bad air in tight, 
crawling passageway.  I was looking further down the passage, 
and saw that it split up into several passages, so there's still lots of 
passages to survey when the air gets better.  

 By the time we got out of the cave, it was around 6:00, so we 
went back to camp and ate a lot of food.  After a good night's 
sleep, I left the next morning. 

 

Trip report - CBSP 4-12-08 
by Butch Fralia 

 While Scott was off with Rafal and Ed, Sharon and I met Kevin 
Ferguson, a new resource specialist for CBSP.  Of particular in-
terest, a new hiking trail is being constructed and is planned to go 
within about 100’ of a little pit called “Cheap Thrills” cave.  I 
was there to evaluate the danger to the general public if someone 
decides to drop in.  It’s been my experience that for the most part, 
the general public doesn’t want to go into unknown caves without 
an experienced person but there are exceptions to every rule. 

 After the usual Saturday morning sign the release forms and 
“stuff”, Keith Heuss said Kevin was already waiting for me at the 
new parking lot entering the Gorman Falls area.  We went to the 
parking lot where there were tons of cars, trucks and bicycles but 
no park ranger.  The dogs immediately got out of the truck sans 
leashes and I had to run them down to get them on their leashes 
in the public area.  Some hikers were curiously looking at me 
chasing the dogs.  I mentioned to them we were looking for a 
park ranger who was supposed to meet us there.  They started 
down the trail/road to Gorman Falls then yelled back that my 

ranger was down a side road.  I immediately forgot the gate com-
bination so walked over to where Kevin was “hiding.” 

 After introductions, he reminded me of the combination so we 
got the truck through and went to “Ice Box Cave” where Sharon 
had a short nap while Kevin and I looked around.  I took pictures  
of “Ice Box” then we walked over to “Cheap Thrills Cave” where 
he showed me the hiking trail.  More pictures were taken and we 
looked for another cave “Mossy Pit” that was supposed to be 
nearby.  I personally haven’t been to that cave so this was the 
first time I’ve had the opportunity to verify the location.  We 
couldn’t locate the cave and decided the location must have 
somehow been transposed in the process of transferring the num-
bers.  Standing on the hiking trail at the point closest to “Cheap 
Thrills” I ascertained that if you didn’t know the cave was there 
and didn’t walk over, you wouldn’t see it.  “Cheap Thrills” is a 
vertical pit about 20’ deep.  It’s not readily climbable so the 

Rafal Kedzierski recording survey data in Lemons Ranch Cave 
- Scott Boyd 

Ice Box Cave 
- Butch Fralia 

Cheap Thrills Cave 
- Butch Fralia 
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greatest danger would be someone walking over, not noticing the 
cave and falling in. 

 Kevin and I walked around the area where I showed him sev-
eral caves and ascertained that my GPS location for “Josey Wales 
Cave” was way off.  I corrected that as I did for the other caves in 
the area. 

 We spent our time around the hiking trail area then drove  over 
to “Little Labyrinth Cave” to park and head into the McLarrin 
Fissure System.  I was going to show him “Wedge Cave” as one 
that could safely be entered by park visitors.  As it turned out, we 
were in the area where there were two caves had been located 
circa 2000 but hadn’t been revisited since.  We found those two 
caves which located up the hill from “Wedge Cave”.  It looked 
like we were getting into an area where there should be caves but 
there weren’t any on the location map. 

  Kevin checked the time and said he needed to be off the park 
and on his way home to pick up his son by 5:00 PM which meant 
we needed to be back at the truck by 4:00 PM.  We opted to 
spend our remaining time checking out the karst area which was 
relatively close to the truck.  Kevin was enjoying the hunt and 
located one karst feature that is almost a cave and two new caves, 
at least 30’ deep. 

  After 21 years, there are still new caves to be found on the 
park! 

 We hiked back to the truck where Kevin said he’d meet me at 
camp in the morning to transfer all my latest locations to the park 
GPS.  We parted ways with  him going ahead only to catch up in 
a few minutes with him thumbing a ride.  The park truck he was 
driving had “enjoyed” a rock through a sidewall making for a 
very flat tire.  We were going to take him to the maintenance cen-
ter where his POV was parked but quickly discovered the Gor-
man Falls tour was running late.  He hitched a ride with the 
ranger leading the tour leaving us to our own devices. 

 Sunday morning, he arrived at camp hitching a ride with park 
peace officer Jon Byrd.  We harassed Jon for a short while then 
did our data transfer.  Cory Evans had some locations in the GPS 
that he didn’t want over written so we decided to load another 
park GPS on the next trip.   

 Kevin seems to be a pretty nice guy who I look forward to 
working with in the future.  He’ll probably be hanging out with 
cavers a lot since we know more about park than the staff be-
cause we’re all over the grounds and they are attending to park 
visitors. 

 All is well at CBSP. 

  

Resource Specialist Kevin Ferguson recording a GPS location. 
- Butch Fralia 

One of the caves “relocated” 
- Butch Fralia 

Kevin checks out the new karst feature that he found 
- Butch Fralia 
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Maverick Grotto 
c/o Butch Fralia 
3412 Walton Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230 
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