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Maverick Grotto Information

Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto.

The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of The National
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps,
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should
accompany it.

Reprinting Articles: Internal organizations of The
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first
appearing in The Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein.

Exchanges The Maverick Grotto will exchange
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor.

Complimentary Newsletters The Maverick Grotto will
provide complimentary newsletters to persons or
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming
members.

Subscription Rates Subscription rates are $15.00 per
year for non-members and free for members.

Membership Policy: Any individual with interests,
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of The
Maverick Grotto and The National Speleological Society is
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip
requirement with at least three different grotto members.
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members
present will be required for acceptance.

Meetings Meetings are held the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. The location will be announced
prior to each meeting.

Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.

Photos & Map Credits

Cover Photo: Miscellaneous Pictures from the Feb
ruary Colorado Bend State Park Project—Butch
Fralia

Back Cover: Bats in Lemons Ranch Cave—Alexa
Ewen

Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site! Butch
has done an excellent job at constructing the grotto web
site and keeping it up-to-date. You'll find information about
getting into caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this
newsletter

(with color photos!):

Http://www.maverickgrotto.orqg

Cave RescueCall collect: (512) 686-0234

Cave Emergency:

FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL
911. FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE
CLOSEST NUMBER:

BEXAR: 210-326-1576 COLLIN: 214-202-6611

HAYS: 512-393-9054 SUTTON: 315-387-3424

TRAVIS: 512-663-2287 PARKER: 817 657-5780

Next meeting: April 8th , 2008 7:00 pm
Angelo’s BBQ,

2533 White Settlement Rd.

Fort Worth, TX 76107

817-332-0357

Program: April is new caver month so the pro-
gram will be about caving basics presented by
Daniel Dase.

Chair Secretary
Daniel Dase Butch Fralia
6458 Sumac 3412 Walton Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76116
C: (903) 814-8342
danieljdase @yahoo.com

(817) 346-2039

Vice-Chair
Jose Curras
3712 Matthison Ave
Fort Worth, TX 76107-2619
(214) 287-0783
currasj@deadcaver.com

Treasurer
Sharon Mastbrook
3412 Walton Ave.

(817) 346-2039

Fort Worth, TX 76133

cavedba@charter.net

Fort Worth, TX 76133

cavedba@charter.net

Newsletter Editor
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
cavedba@charter.net

Webmaster
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
cavedba@charter.net
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Dues for 2008 are due!!

If you haven't paid your dues, you can make outec& to:
The Maverick Grotto

Address:
The Maverick Grotto
c/o Sharon Mastbrook
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX, 76133-2230
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Caving Calendar

April 5-6: TSA Spring Meeting—in Kerrville, TX at the Kerr-
ville-Schreiner Park. The Spring meeting is a técdl meeting
with presentations on the latest techniques. bbtpod infor-
mation.

Website: http://www.cavetexas.org/events/TSASC/
tsasc2008.html

Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/spring2008.html

Apr 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill,
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth.
Map:

Apr 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park ProjectSan Saba
County. This long running project has been a fagaf
Metroplex Cavers for many years.
Webpage:http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org

Apr 12-13: Honey Creek Cave - Work Project—Please mark
your calendars for the work weekend at the ran¢h iWoney
Creek Cave - April 12 - 13, 2008. We'll be wireigining and
painting the tower at the shaft entrance, takiraytagnd rebuild-
ing the three pulleys on the tower, and repladmegdable.

We'll also be continuing to clear the propertytaf tlastardly
Mexican juniper, so lots of manpower is needed.ré@anning
trips into the cave on Sunday of that weekend aftemwork is
done on Saturday.

Website:http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/honeycreek.html

Contact Bill Steele-speleosteele@tx.rr.com

Apr 12: TCC CAVE DAY —We plan on hosting CAVE DAY
at the new Discovery Well Cave Preserve. Thaispen house
where visitors visit caves in four cave preservé&ince we ex-
pect in excess of 500 visitors, you help in theligtdducation
project is important. Cedar Park, Texas.
Website:http://texascaves.org/
Contactitcc-news@texascaves.org

Apr: 18: Punkin’ and Deep Cave— At Deep and Punkin Pre-
serve the cabin is getting a “rear lift.” On theekend of April

18 we will need some extra hands to assist witldinglthe
beams in place for the new back porch. We alsd seeffold to
brace it. If somebody has scaffold we can borrowaitild save
time. Please contagin@tcmacaves.ordf you want to help
with the erection or have scaffolding to lend. @& build some
scaffold with the lumber on site and save monegnfrenting it,
but if some folks have some they can bring, thatld/de our
best option.

Apr: 26-27: High Guads Restoration Project— On-going
work amid spectacular scenery in beautiful cavetefLincoln
National Forest. Last weekend of the month, pexwiiten in-
clude Three Fingers, Virgin, Pink Dragon, Pink Pant Hidden,
Wonderland, and Black Cave. Activities vary frommth to
month.

Website: http://www.hgrp.org/

Contact: highguads@yahoo.com

May 3-5: National Cave Rescue Commission Cave Resc
Operations and Management Seminar— at Camp Skyline in
Mentone, Alabama. Extensive classroom instructish féeld-
work in all phases of cave rescue including undergd environ-
ment, vertical rescue, hauling systems, extricatéahniques,
medical management, communication systems, anorgamiza-
tion and management of cave rescue operations.

Website: http://www.caves.org/io/ncrc/

Contact: Jane Morgaraverjanpet@comcast.net

May 9-11: Colorado Bend State Park ProjegtSan Saba
County. This long running project has been a fagaf
Metroplex Cavers for many years.
Webpage:http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org

May 13: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

May 25-26: Kentucky Speleofest— Hosted by the Louisville
Grotto at the ever-improving and shady Lone Stes@we, Hart
Co. KY.

Website: http://www.caves.org/grotto/louisvillegrotto/
Contact: Kim Gentrgavernkim@aol.com

Jul 17-20: KARST-O-RAMA — The Greater Cincinnati Grotto
invites you to attend the 2008 Karst-O-Rama a@3heat Saltpe-
tre Cave Preserve in Mount Vernon, Kentucky.

Website: http://www.karstorama.com/

Aug 11-15: NSS Convention— in Lake City, Florida (west of
Jacksonville), hosted by the NSS Cave Diving Sectioe Flor-
ida Speleological Society, and members of the TaBgeArea,
Flint River, and Central Florida Grottos.

Website: http://www.nss2008.com/

Jul 19-26, 2009: International Congress of Speleology - Kerr-
ville Texas — Sort of like the NSS Convention orrSids! In
fact, the NSS Convention and International Congoé€peleol-
ogy are combined in 2009.

Website: http://www.ics2009.us/
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Meeting Minutes
March 11, 2008

The March 11 meeting of The Maverick Grotto wasd hat
Angelo’s BBQ, 2533 White Settlement Road in Fortrthlo

Attendees: Mike Cagle, Chris Cole (V), Tammy &ma Cox,
Jose Curras, Daniel Dase, Alexa Ewen, Chad FerBgtch
Fralia, Mark Gee, Cynthia and Jerry Hall, Adam HayKeith
Jane (V) and Michelle O’'Neal, James Savage, Bitl &nancie
Tucker.

There wasn't a program for the March meeting.

Officers Reports:

Chairman: Daniel has made arrangements for costeaéap-
ons training. He will pay full price and everyorkse get's a
10% discount. A lot of interest was expressed.

Vice-Chair:  Jose reported things have changedesineing
elected that makes being V-C difficult. If anyaglee would like
the job...... (nominations were taken later in the nragti

Treasurer: The treasurer Sharon Mastbrook wase'semt but
Butch Fralia gave the report in her stead. Culyebt046.79 in
checking and cash before some unpaid newslettezns®s are
deducted.

Secretary: Butch There wasn't a March newsleteranse no
articles were submitted and he didn’t have timewtite the
whole newsletter for March. As usual, articles anaterial for
the newsletter and website are always needed.

Since Jose, doesn't feel he can adequately ftitidl responsi-
bilities of Vice-Chair, nominations were taken filie position.
The election for the position will be during the riipneeting.

Vice-Chair Nominees are:
Chris Cole
Lex Cox
Bill Tucker

New Business:

Nominations for Caver of the Month were taken.exd Ewen
was voted as caver of the month for making the imgetll the
way from Wichita Falls!

Discussions of meeting somewhere else were heldis Cole,
can make arrangements for meetings to be held lat Rawery.
They already have an overhead projector, largeeacamd com-
puter for programs. There would be free beerfbat would
have to be brought in. This will be an item ofadission at the
April meeting. Angelo’s has been great but it'snetimes diffi-
cult setting up the program and the noise is sanegiexcessive.
We'd have the brewery to ourselves.

Cave for the Cure: After some discussion, Damatle a mo-
tion that Cave For The Cure become the officialagtthropy of
The Maverick Grotto. The motion was seconded andnis
mously approved. (See separate article)

Trip Reports:

Bill Tucker went to the TCC Winter Conference a@adk his
daughter on her first caving trip!

Mark Gee reported on surveying in Lemons RancheCav

y N

Cave for the Cure

This is the official philanthropy for the Maverick
Grotto: Support of the Susan G. Komen Foundatiour. €up-
port of the Susan G. Komen Foundation by cavinggeherate
cash for the cure! The Komen Foundation raises @vess and
education about Breast Cancer.

Since, this is our _1st Annual Cave for the Cwum will start
out small. Basically, we will need two groups oflwaeers.
The first group is going to be a group of 5 peqgéng under-
ground and the other group is going to be on thiase to sup-
port our underground cavers. Surface support vekrstwill be
sending down hot meals and moral support!

The way we are going to raise money (aka CashtHer
Cure) is going to be through cave sponsors Thenmim
sponsorship is $1 an hour and our goal is to bengndund for
20 hours, a minimum $20 per caver sponsorship. (Gazee
required to have 5 sponsors (or $100) to go undergt. Per-
sonal or corporate sponsors are welcome!

Cave for the Cure t-shirts will be on sale! Casponsorship
and T-shirts sales together will raise our cash tf@ cure!
(Volunteers Needed for the T-shirt committee)

If anyone has suggestions on our 1st Annual Caveal
tion...please let me know! Let's stay in Texas, Alustin area
may be a strong location? This is the beginningsoie-
thing exciting and we would not be able to suppbi$ event
without the entire Grotto’s help. In advance, | wmiate all of
your help and volunteer time!

From the Bat Cave
By Daniel Dase

| want to thank every one for coming out for the last
meeting. We had an awesome turn out and | want to
keep this momentum going. There are a lot of great
things happening this year and | want every one to be a
part of it!! So don’t miss any meetings!

| also want to acknowledge Chris “C-Bass” Cole, Bill
“Mammogram” Tucker and Lex “Daddy Lex or Big Bear”
Cox for stepping up and running for Vice Chair. Best of
luck to all of you!!

Every one knows that April is new member month so |
encourage every one to bring one NEW person to the
April meeting. Also don't forget that the weekend follow-
ing the meeting is TCC Cave day. This is a great trip for
new to experienced cavers. | am going on this one, if you
have any questions let me know!

See y'all underground!!
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Vice Chairman Nominations
and Election

Jose Curras, the current vice-chairman of The Mekérotto
is stepping down from the position. This was amued at the
March (last meeting) and elections will be heldhat April meet-
ing.

Nominees:

Chris Cole

Lex Cox

Bill Tucker

Any of these guys can and will do a good job ifcedel so come
to the next meeting and vote.

P
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2008 KARST FIELD STUDIES PROGRAM
Sponsored by The Center for Cave and Karst Studies
Hoffman Environmental Research Institute
and Mammoth Cave National Park International Centerfor
Science and Learning

Western Kentucky University, through the Center @ave and
Karst Studies and in cooperation with Mammoth Chhetional
Park, offers a series of one-week summer coursessivops
focusing on caves, karst, and cave exploring. W§ol@e require
previous subject knowledge, some are designedhioset with
merely an interest in caves. These intense cowsebine for-
mal lectures with field observations and techniqiany of the
courses involve strenuous trips into rarely visitgartions of
Mammoth Cave. However, a few courses are more cirdai-
ented and less physically demanding. Most of theses last for
seven days at Mammoth Cave and may be taken fee gtemes-
ter hours of undergraduate or graduate credit ax asrkshop.
Credit students are required to complete an inddg@nresearch
project after returning home. Workshop status elates the in-
dependent research project. Students must be bigiokgradu-
ates and in good physical condition. Enrollmentsrastricted in
order to ensure small classes. Since some coulisearfy, stu-
dents are encouraged to register as soon as posShldents
from various parts of the U.S. and several for@guantries have
participated in the program. Participants haveudet under-
graduate and graduate students, geologists, hyistdp engi-
neers, college professors, and individuals desaimg@ducational
and exciting vacation experience. Environmental saiting
firms, state agencies, commercial cave ownersNtt@onal Park
Service, and universities have paid tuition for &ypes enroll-
ing in these courses.

Tuition
KY Resident Nonresident
Undergraduate $801 $1935
Graduate $1053 $1152
Lab Fee +$100 +$100

1. Cave Ecology -
Mammoth Cave, KY
June 1-7, 2008

Dr. Horton Hobbs Il

Caves and other subterranean voids are unique a ttey lack
light and, therefore, most are not capable of pmidg food.

Consequently, these dark, energy-poor, extremera@maents

impose a suite of restrictions on organisms cavmdaas well as
the evolution of cave-adapted organisms. We shalhéne the
cave productive surface world on the dark, consivaptave

environment. Morning sessions will be interactieetlires and
afternoons and most evenings will be spent inigid, fobserving
surface and subsurface ecosystems of the Mammath &sstem.
Small group mini-projects will be conducted utiligithe scien-
tific method to test hypotheses related to theaggobf caves. A
“symposium” will be presented. Participants shoddd in good

physical condition and prepared for strenuous astiabove and
below ground throughout the week.

Registration: Graduate, Undergraduate, or Workshop

2. Karst Geomorphology -
Mammoth Cave, KY

June 8-14, 2008

Dr. Darryl Granger with Joe Meiman

This course will be an intensive study of karstderapes and
will emphasize current thinking on the processes@k shaping
them. We are fortunate to have as our laboratorg ohthe great
karst landscapes of the world, and we will, therefde in a
unique position to gain a deep appreciation of ¢hdantastic
landscapes through a combination of field and class study.
The new view of the landscape provided by suchudystan be
profoundly enriching, and indeed enhance the kargterience.
Because caves are a major element of the karsstapks, both
in terms of process and of form, their origin andrphology will

be a major emphasis. Accordingly, we will spendigmicant

part of the week underground in the Mammoth CawsteBy as
well as other caves. At least one previous counsgeiology is
required, although appropriate concepts will be iesved. The
course will involve strenuous cave trips and hikitigerefore,

participants must be in excellent physical conditio

Registration;: Graduate, Undergraduate, or Workshop

3. Exploration of Mammoth Cave -
Mammoth Cave, KY

June 8-14, 2008

Dr. Stanley D. Sides

This course is an intensive study of the discowexqgloration and
development of the caves and karst features ofMammoth
Cave region that resulted in integration of the es\nto the
world’s longest cave system. The forces that sétadl explora-
tion, such as saltpeter mining, regional commeization of
show caves, national park development, and scientisearch
are examined. lllustrated lectures, handouts, arapsnare used
to promote understanding of the caves prior to \dé&ild trips.
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Many underground trips follow tourist trails closéohg ago to

the public, while other trips require strenuous kiagj and

crawling in undeveloped passages on trips lasti¥&t@urs. This
year the course will emphasize recent researchhenhistory of
the many regional show caves that competed with riiatm

Cave after the end of the Civil War. Usually thassl repeats of
the connection routes made by previous explorete/den one
entrance and another in Mammoth Cave. Participantst be in

good physical condition.

Registration: Undergraduate, or Workshop

4. Karst Hydrology -

Bowling Green, KY

June 16-21, 2008

Dr. William White and Dr. Nicholas Crawford

The hydrology of karst terrains is taught from ferspective of
integrated drainage basins. Discussion addressestkiand-
scapes, the hydrogeology of karst aquifers, canestlaeir
importance as records of paleohydrology, karst wateemistry
and its use in the analysis of flow systems, wadéance, and the
physical environmental problems in karst. The ceutsals with
groundwater monitoring techniques, groundwater é&nag and
the movement of contaminants through karst aquiféedd exer-
cises include qualitative and quantitative dye &raests, and as
techniques for locating caves for drilling monitagi wells in
karst aquifers. A primary objective of this couis¢o provide
“state-of-the-practice” instruction and “hands-onéxperience
for dealing with groundwater problems of karst r@gs. Most
participants in this course are professional geddtgand engi-
neers employed by environmental consulting firmgasernment
agencies who take the course as a workshop. Howender-
graduate and graduate students also take the cdorseredit.

Registration: Graduate, Undergraduate, or Workshop

5. Speleology -
Mammoth Cave, KY
June 15-21, 2008
Roger Brucker

Not just an introductory caving course, Speleoldgives into the
basics in cave science that lead to insight andewstdnding es-
sential in making discoveries. It is an experieircavhich exten-
sive cave trips tie together hydrology, geologpldgy, and ecol-
ogy by the use of discovery techniques such asmtioh and
cave surveying. These tools and techniques sualsed by the
Cave Research Foundation in the exploration of wWald's
longest cave, allow participants to understand caaaywhere
and to make significant discoveries of their owield-trips are
strenuous, involving long trips into rarely visitgortions of the
cave system, including making connections betweatescas
described in The Longest Cave. Participants mush excellent
physical condition, however, no prior caving expade is re-
quired.

Registration: Undergraduate, or Workshop

6. Cave Surveying and Cartography & GIS -
Mammoth Cave, KY
June 15-21, 2008

Pat Kambesis

Cave maps and inventories are fundamental to treerstanding of cave and
karst environments. This course will focus onamec data collection (with an
emphasis on sketching), cave resource inventodesstructing survey data/
inventory databases, creating maps and transfornihrg data maps into GIS
format. Techniques for collecting cave survey ameemtory databases will be
examined with emphasis on obtaining the most uskfid in the field. Surface
geophysical techniques pertinent to locating angjpireg caves

Registration: Graduate, Undergraduate, or Workshop

7. Cave and Karst Resource Management -
California

June 15-21, 2008

Joel Despain and Dr. Rick Toomey

This intensive course includes practical and hamd#struction

concerning cave management practices. AKA, ‘cavecigfist

101.” It is designed for state and federal land aggns, private
preserve managers, and members of cave consersardie

class will include three field trips to examineensnt topics in
context. Topics covered include managing voluntezasge gates,
cave inventories and monitoring, cave managemedrisplrele-
vant laws, cave restoration, cave survey and nes discover-
ies, cave scientists and the manager, recreatianars and much
more.

Registration: Graduate, Undergraduate, or Workshop

Online Registration:
http://caveandkarst.wku.edu
Phone: 270-745-3252

Fax: 270-745-3961

E-mail: lisa.haynes@wku.edu
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Editors Corner
By Butch Fralia

Well here we are, newsletter time again. As lumesyou know
by now, there wasn’t a newsletter in March. Whemak in the
Navy in Adak, Alaska, there was usually a Plan bé Day but
on occasion when the weather was exceptionally abeut 7
days a year), the plan was: “Today is cancelleel ulack of
interest.” You can apply that to the March newslet

| did start a newsletter, it has an event schedate minutes but
no one sent in articles and | didn’t have time titavany so it's
about four pages long including the boiler platehesiule and
minutes.

I'm pushed for time this month as well becauses I§ot some
work going and the TSA Spring Convention is happgnthis
weekend down in Kerrville. Among other things tierthe
TCMA Auction, TCMA and TSA Meetings, hopefully chiog a
few presentations and selling a few books for TIBST That
means the newsletter has to be finished, proofeénted, mailed
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and put online before | leave about noon Friday.

| didn’t get any articles this month either so tis¢ings of this
summer’s karst classes are informational and a glwad if you
have time and money. You not only get some collzegdit but
an educated perspective on caving and the cavlatpdescience
being presented. They also fill up that ugly whétgace that
newsletter editors hate to see.

I’'m not as frantic about not having a newslettatay as | might
have been in the past because of all the commimicatedia we
have available. Now, almost everyone has a commith e-
mail (some even get e-mail on their phones) sorim&ion and
announcements can be shared rather quickly.

The original concept of having a monthly newslettas to have
a form of communications to 1) remind people they @art of a
grotto, and 2) pass on information about trips &mdnts that
most people might not be aware of. Our e-mail distves that
purpose quite well. It's always nice to see atpdnnewsletter
with trip reports telling about what we or our fris have been
doing.

Trip reports are cool in that being written, théher has to put
some thought into what actually happened on tige tifrip re-
ports are more detailed than the trip report sactib meetings.
The meeting minutes are the official record of gretto. The
Calendar could be left out because it's online evegal websites
and the online calendar can be updated much fastahort no-
tice trips. In fact, the calendar is updated amlthrough an
online database. Maverick members and other tegit cavers
can add calendar events themselves. I've only knihat to hap-
pen once but it can be done. In earlier timesais common for
several trips to come and go between newsletters.

So what am | rambling about? | guess I'm not@sxcerned as |
once was because if we don’t have a newsletter. hee our
members@maverickgrotto.org mailing list and therdlse
Metroplex Cavers list at allcavers@metroplexcaeegs. The
word will get out as long as people remember thahey can
send, they can receive!

If anyone is really concerned about the newslethery can take
the time to write an article and send it in. It,noe prepared for
some newsletters with lots of filler or no newstetat all. Maybe
I'll get back to spending more time on the webgités place!

P
<«

v

What's Happening with TCMA?
By Butch Fralia

So why am | talking about TCMA? For one thingydfu look
at: http://tcmacaves.org/PDF/passages/Pass_v7nladé 24,
you'll see that I'm a TCMA founding member (whichrprised
me that there were records that far back!). I'sbahe TCMA
grotto contact. | was once more active than | am hut became
less active as | got into my own projects, workd age and...
Now, | just keep up the websitétp://tcmacaves.orgdo a little
PR and keep up with what's going on if anyone wamtsnow.

The TCMA Auction is taking place at the TSA Spri@gnven-
tion April 5. It's an annual fundraiser to helpyp@r properties
owned, pay off the mortgage on Punkin’ and DeepeCand
make funds available for new caves. Last yearethere items
left over from the Spring Auction and new itemswaoalated to
start a new tradition, the TCR Garage Sale.

Bill Steele was the 2006 Spring convention TCMA Aoiceer.
The picture sign he’s holding up may well look féarias it was
found by someone in the DFW Grotto’s adopt-a-highwa
cleanup, donated to the auction, then bought batle sign has
become a Metroplex Christmas party white elephént g
Photo Butch Frali

=

I know that everyone gets tired of people withrtih@nd out but
it's for a worthy cause. Over the years, I've séemdowners
friendly to cavers die off and properties brokenino smaller
pieces or just sold off to pay the inheritance saxét the mo-
ment, it looks like things are easing up on caweeas to private
land. Things seem to be easing up as people giaghproperty
and inviting cavers to come explore their caves getdthem in-
formation on their caves. The question of cousserice the in-
formation is collected will they still be open faisitation. Since
things have a tendency to go full circle, it's ajwayood to sup-
port organizations like TCMA and our TPWD project3here
could be a time when those are the only caves we hecess to.

The TCMA has a new member e-malil list for anyamterested.
It's set up so it's not a public discussion ligelithe Texas Cavers
list. A e-mail goes out about once a month witfoimation
about the TCMA and upcoming events. If you're iated in
being on the list send an e-mail to:

tcma-list-subscribe @tcmacaves.org

You can now join TCMA (pay your dues) and make atams
online using your credit or debit card through ause PayPal
transaction. Is it safe? Yes! You fill out somérmation on
the TCMA website. When you enter your card numbet’s on
the secure PayPal site. The TCMA will never haweidea what
your card number is, only that you joined or dodateow much
money is involved and that your card didn't boundgs as safe
as using an ATM machine or your bank.

The TCMA was twenty years old in 2006 and stiditactly vol-
unteer organization and no paid employees. Recé#rel organi-
zation came to the realization that it's no longexmall organiza-
tion with a few caves. Steps are being taken tongee organ-
ized, have formal budgets, procedures and plapkue.

If you're interested in getting involved, let soone know and
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I’'m sure you'll be welcomed with open arms. Rememthe
TCMA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization so youembership
and any donations are tax-deductible!

v
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What's Happening With The TSS?
By Butch Fralia

This is a little after the fact but... The TSS Tex@&peleological
Survey voted in three new directors at its BOD nimgeheld Sep-
tember 15, 2007 held at Government Canyon StatarblaArea.
The organization would like to welcome, Marvin Mil] Ann
Scott and Peter Sprouse to its ranks.

Current Directors

Ron Ralph (President)
Jerry Atkinson (Editor)
Jim Kennedy (Office Manager)
Logan McNatt (Secretary)
Allan Cobb (Treasurer)

Jerry Fant
Andy Gluesenkamp
Butch Fralia (Electronic Data Manager)
Carl Kunath
David McKenzie
Marvin Miller
James Reddell
Bill Russell
Ann M. Scott
Peter Sprouse

As you can see from the above list, some arearfficsome have
functions like me, data manager but not an offieeid some are
just names on a list. Some are pretty long intdla¢h but we're
getting a few younger ones to take up the reins.

So when | decided to write this, | thought I'd &ip what a
TSS director does. I've been asked before. So wbes a TSS
director do anyway? In trying to formulate my aessvl referred
to the TSS Bylaws and found a bunch of legalesgenfl meet-
ings, don't get paid antPerform any and all duties imposed
on them collectively or individually by law, by theArticles of
Incorporation, or by these Bylaws.” That doesn’t exactly ex-
plain what a director does.

All directors have special expertise and contebtat the accu-
mulation of cave data in Texas. What they do uguallows
along with their expertise.

James Reddell is one of the foremost cave bidlegis the
world. He has more species named after him thabagirly any-
one else. He writes books, and supports biolodi¢a@n iden-
tification from cave trips. People often send thaillections to
him. From the TSS website: “The Texas Speleolddgiavey
was founded in 1961 by James R. Reddell, WilliamRidssell,
Ruben (Bud) M. Frank, and A. Richard Smith. TSS famed
to support speleology (the study of caves) in Texascollect
information on Texas caves, and to publish thabrimftion for
cave explorers and interested scientists.”

That tells a lot about James and Bill Russellll Bussell is still

very active in Hays and Travis Counties. He isstantly in-
volved in a cave dig somewhere. He maintains tla&i$ County
cave files and since his retirement a few years hge been get-
ting information updated in the TSS Electronic Daise.

Jim Kennedy is a bat biologist for Bat Conservatioterna-
tional, takes care of the TSS office, organizes rautafts maps.
He’s currently involved in maintaining, updatingdapublishing
the TSS Map CD. Jim is an excellent surveyor,c@tand map
drafter. He has taught on-site classes on thessubjd is cur-
rently involved in leading the re-survey of Punkimhd Deep
Cave and the Colorado Bend State Park Project.

Jerry Atkinson, a geologist with Exxon/Mobile, irsvolved in
anything and everything. He is the editor for ngublications
and cave historian. He helped Carl Kunath with &€ars of
Texas Caving” for instance. He collects and entts in TEX-
BIB, and collects data that he sends to me forusioh in the
TSS Database. A great deal of the data he colbestite himself.

Carl Kunath has been involved for a number of géarcollect-
ing information inclusion in “50 Years of Texas Gay'. It was
originally intended to be a TSS publication but tust was pro-
hibitive for TSS funding so it was moved outside TSS.

David McKenzie develops software, the TEXBIB Pangt
Walls Cave Mapping software (both available forefaownload
on the TSS website). He is currently working omap program
that extracts location data from the TSS Databadeptots those
on USGS topographic or aerial photo maps. Thiswswé could
in the future find its way into usage for speciabjpcts like
CBSP or Government Canyon.

Ron Ralph, the current TSS President is an Arclggst and
retired from Texas Parks and Wildlife. He’'s beewing forever
and is a great organizer. He, Jim Kennedy, and 3cwit have
been holding the TSS office sessions the secondn@geidy of
every month at the office in Austin. Ron made @agements
with TPWD to use their large scale scanner to sladarge cave
maps in the TSS office.

Allan Cobb, TSS Treasurer and avid caver, is wedlin a lot
of TSS activities when he’s not in Mexico. He'sagr a land
owner contacts and PR.

Logan McNatt is the TSS Secretary and Archeologdistgan is
employed by TPWD and often acts as liaison betwess and
other caving groups and TPWD.

Electronic Cave Database Manager and Webmasténtairs
the MS-Access 2000 database of karst data, keepsleiatronic
files organized by county or projects and maintaind/or devel-
ops the TSS Website if there’s something new taduked.

Our newer directors help with information and sogpp They
are still finding their way to their niche in th&$.

OK, so maybe the attend meetings, don't get paid and
“Perform any and all duties imposed on them colledtely or
individually by law, by the Articles of Incorporation, or by
these Bylaws.” wasn't such a bad explanation after all.




The Maverick Bull

April 2008 page 9

For Immediate Release- Camp Eagle Ridge Walking Event &
Cave Found!

Cavers,

The Event

Come join us this April 18-20 for a Camp Eagle gdgalking
event. This is the second notice for the evengildeare included
in this email along with some exciting news. Gostfrom all
over Texas have been invited and we have receiggda re-
sponse. We would love to see you out here to adoaet fun and
adventure.

Background

Camp Eagle is “Texas’ premier adventure destingtigouth
camp, and retreat center. As mentioned previousdyare look-
ing to find a cave or two on our property in thésve laden area
of the Texas Hill Country, prompted by the advi¢®ther
cavers. We are situated on 1400 acres at the fatacbiof the
crystal clear Nueces River. Our property includsls, a large
waterfront, scenic vistas, springs, trails, smatiHen access, a
coffee shop, grills, campgrounds, lodging, RV siteseen shel-
ters, kayaks, cliffs, limestone rock climbing, mautivities, etc.
We are also located near many caves that are iaré@e and we
are now interested in finding one here. We are:riead Arrow
Cave, Poppy Cave, Devils Sinkhole, many springd,ather
uncharted small caves not on our property.

News

Just about a week ago a co-worker and | receivet dweta/info
from a tractor-operator in the area about a caaktishocated on
our property that no one knew about (not the péessive men-
tioned in the previous email). We followed hisaditions right to
the entrance. So, to add to the excitement atfiktevent, we
also need a few people to help map this thing ndtgive us
some information on safety and how to properly ngerizaving a
cave on the property. We have explored it, amsbikes a com-
plete circle back to the original entrance. Soa have not
found any side tunnels or cracks and rooms thattieany un-
known areas. It's only tall enough to stand iew places, eve-
rywhere is kneeling or crawling space but one efrtboms has
some breadth to it. We don’t want this to be teu of the
event but it's a cool addition!

Details

Arrival: Please visit our website for driving directiorssraap
programs will direct you along a longer route. Cdniveway” is
8 miles long and is a dirt road, so please drivefadly. You

will come to a water crossing that is just a feehies deep; cross
it and our gates are just up the hill. There sgga-in booth just
before the gates with information on trails, cangquads, and the
waiver. Please sign-in, but ignore the associesadping costs
as you will not have to pay for this weekend. Aladjacent to

the sign-in booth are our offices. The coffee siwlpbe open
Friday evening and we will be handing out topo mafohe
property and helping you find your lodging if yoaue chosen to
stay in the hostel style rooms. If you arrive atlyer time, stop
by the coffee shop for information and find somepde to fill
you in.

Lodging: We have hostel style beds for up to 100 peopkoor
We will “segregate” the rooms by gender per cantpsiuEach
room can sleep up to 12 individuals. Married cespr people
that want more privacy can camp for free or pagnalkfee for
the use of our screen shelter cabins in our basg-e@aea around
the bathhouse; $25/cabin. The camping area hathaduse as
well.

Food: There is a small kitchen available for your useffee,
along with outdoor grills. If you like; we will bproviding short
order meals for Saturday the"™Breakfast through Sunday the
20" Lunch. The various meals will consist of hambusgeasta,
chicken tenders, breakfast tacos, breakfast sahedwj@nd hoa-
gies. All meals will be $6, except the buffet-stglasta dinner on
Saturday night will be $4, in our hopes that evesywiill show
up Saturday night to hang out and discuss the elagsts. We
will also be opening the coffee shop in the evesiagd will be
selling: coffee, frappuccinos, smoothies, candygaso cappucci-
nos, and hot chocolate.

General Rules: | have attached an info/rules sheet and a waiver
form to this email for those interested in comiogead over. It

will discuss things such as: pets, waterfront ruiés. Please
check those out before you arrive.

Schedule: Saturday morning at 8am we will be selling breakf
in our lodge; afterwards at 9am in the lodge we pél giving an
orientation on the property, back-country statigitge-walking
times, areas of interest, coffee shop times, megte®t, and so
on. We will be selling meals at 8am, 12pm, and 7pm

What to bring: In case your wondering, it would be good to
bring: your exciting adventurous side, cave knowrhelated
tools/equipment, water bottles, sources of lighttdries, snacks,
sturdy closed toed shoes, sleeping bag, toilet@&S or compass
(if you can), first aid kit (if you can), sunscreetothes to get
dirty in, anything else you can think of.

Please contact me if you have any questions orduikgd more
information. Please also visit our websites
www.campeagleevents.comww.campeagle.org

Thanks everyone,

Matt Reed

Camp Eagle

Retreats Director
830.683.2330
matt@campeagle.org
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Maverick Grotto

c/o Butch Fralia

3412 Walton Avenue

Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230




