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 Maverick Grotto Information  
 
  Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto. 
 
 The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The 
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of The National 
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all 
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps, 
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be 
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should 
accompany it.  
 Reprinting Articles : Internal organizations of The 
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless 
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first 
appearing in The Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a 
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at 
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact 
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein. 
 Exchanges: The Maverick Grotto will exchange 
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor. 
 Complimentary Newsletters: The Maverick Grotto will 
provide complimentary newsletters to persons or 
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or 
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto 
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming 
members. 
 Subscription Rates: Subscription rates are $15.00 per 
year for non-members and free for members. 
 Membership Policy: Any individual with interests, 
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of The 
Maverick Grotto and The National Speleological Society is 
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is 
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip 
requirement with at least three different grotto members. 
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one 
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership 
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members 
present will be required for acceptance. 
 Meetings: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  The location will be announced 
prior to each meeting. 
 Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran 
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related 
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.   
 

Photos & Map Credits 
Cover Photo: Alexa Ewen figuring out her new 
camera!  Photo—Tammy Cox  
Back Cover:  Bill Tucker preparing to take picures 
of people rappelling into Cicurina Cave—Photo 
Butch Fralia 
____________________________________________________ 

 

 Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site!  Butch 
has done  an excellent job at constructing the grotto web 
site and keeping it up-to-date. You’ll find information about 
getting into  caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this 
newsletter 
(with color photos!): 
 

Http://www.maverickgrotto.org  
__________________________________ 
 

 
Cave Rescue: Call collect:  (512) 686-0234 
Cave Emergency:  
FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL 
911.   FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE 
CLOSEST NUMBER: 
BEXAR:  210-326-1576    COLLIN:  214-202-6611 
HAYS:  512-393-9054       SUTTON:  315-387-3424 
TRAVIS:  512-663-2287   PARKER: 817 657-5780 

__________________________________ 
 

Next meeting: January 8th ,  2008 7:00 pm 
Angelo’s BBQ, 2533 White Settlement Rd. Fort 
Worth, TX 76107. 817-332-0357 
____________________________________________ 
 

Program:  TPWD program on the Lidar Project at 
Devil’s Sinkhole—TPWD program (1620). 

 
Chair 
  Daniel Dase 
  6458 Sumac 
  Fort Worth, TX 76116 
  C: (903) 814-8342 
  danieljdase@yahoo.com  
   
Vice-Chair 
  Jose Curras 
  3712 Matthison Ave 
  Fort Worth, TX 76107-2619 
  (214) 287-0783 
  currasj@deadcaver.com 

Secretary 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Treasurer 
  Sharon Mastbrook 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net  

Newsletter Editor 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Webmaster 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
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Thanks and Cave Safe, 
 
DJ WalkerSouth-Central Regional Coordinator  
National Cave Rescue Commission 
PO Box 90146 Austin, TX 78709 
512-751-6010 
http://www.caves.org/io/ncrc/OCRRegFormTexas08RevC.pdf 
wakefire24@yahoo.com 
 
April 5-6:  TSA Spring Meeting—in Kerrville, TX at the Kerr-
ville-Schreiner Park.  The Spring meeting is a technical meeting 
with presentations on the latest techniques.  Lots of good infor-
mation. 
 
Website:  http://www.cavetexas.org/events/TSASC/
tsasc2008.html 
Map:   http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/spring2008.html 
 
Apr 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Apr 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Apr 12-13:  Honey Creek Cave - Work Project—Please  mark 
your calendars for the work weekend at the ranch with Honey 
Creek Cave - April 12 - 13, 2008.  We'll be wire brushing and 
painting the tower at the shaft entrance, taking apart and rebuild-
ing the three pulleys on the tower, and replacing the cable.   
 
We'll also be continuing to clear the property of the dastardly 
Mexican juniper, so lots of manpower is needed.  We're planning 
trips into the cave on Sunday of that weekend after our work is 
done on Saturday. 
 
Website: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/honeycreek.html 
 
Contact Bill Steele—speleosteele@tx.rr.com 
 
Apr 12:  TCC CAVE DAY —We plan on hosting CAVE DAY 
at the new Discovery Well Cave Preserve.   This is an open house 
where visitors visit caves in four cave preserves.   Since we ex-
pect in excess of 500 visitors, you help in the public education 
project is important.  Cedar Park, Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
May 13: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 

Caving Calendar  
 

Feb 8-10: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
���� ��� ���	�
� ��
��� ��������� Bill Steele is leading a 
trip to Jester Cave in Oklahoma on Saturday, February 9th. At-
tached to this email message are the trip details and contact infor-
mation. The trip is open to all cavers in the Metroplex, and is 
suitable for beginners. It's an excellent cave for the first-timer, I 
have taken several friends from work through this cave and all 
have enjoyed it. 
�
Bill asks that you contact him prior to the trip so that he knows 
how many participants to expect. Though the cave can handle 
relatively large groups, he may have to limit the overall number if 
it gets too large. 
 
Bill Steele—speleosteele@tx.rr.com, ������������   
 
Feb 12: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Feb 16:  Fitton Cave, Arkansas — I decided I'd better get one 
last trip in before our big event at FWBG (Butterlies In The Gar-
den, 01-30Mar) and I was stunned that I was able to get a permit 
for Fitton for 16February. Anyone who is prepared to hike a mile, 
spend several hours underground, and do one very tight crawl is 
welcome. 
John Langevin—817-980-0977 — jlangevin65@gmail.com  
 
Feb 22-24:  TCC Winter Meeting—This will be the second 
year that the TCC hosted this weekend of parties, caving, guided 
tours, workshops and a special guest lecture.  In 2007, seventy-
five to ninety cavers from around the state attended.  Cedar Park, 
Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
Mar 7-9: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Mar 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Mar 16-15:  NCRC Orientation to Cave Rescue, Colorado 
Bend State Park—The South-Central Region of the NCRC is 
hosting a two day Orientation to Cave Rescue (OCR) March 15 
& 16 at Colorado Bend State Park.  A flier and registration form 
can be found at Ncrc.info.  Please come out to an NCRC course 
sometime.  They can be informative and a heck of a lot of fun. 
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Dues for 2008 are due!! 
 

 If you haven’t paid your dues, you can make out a check to:   
The Maverick Grotto 

 
Address: 

The Maverick Grotto 
c/o Sharon Mastbrook 

3412 Walton Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX, 76133-2230 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
January 8, 2008 

 
 The January Meeting of The Maverick Grotto was held at An-
gelo’s BBQ in Fort Worth.  The secretary wasn’t present so the 
minutes are being transcribed from cassette tape and may be a 
little choppy. 
 Vice-Chair Jose Curras wasn’t present so there wasn’t a pro-
gram. 
 Treasurers Report:  $1,190.00 in the bank, dues are due, 
$15.00/yr (if not paid) for either electronic or hard copy of the 
newsletter.  $22.00 if you want a Maverick Grotto e-mail address. 
 
Old Business: 
 
 Sharon Mastbrook delivered 100 new 2008 grotto brochures to 
the meeting.  They can be handed out at events like vertical prac-
tice. 
 A book on knot tying Kno-Nonsense Knots, by Kenneth Van 
Gorder was donated to the Grotto library by the author.  Librarian 
Corky Corcoran wasn’t present to accept the donation so it was 
taken home by Tammy Cox.  (The author has since requested 
feedback and Tammy has agreed to do so). 
 Daniel Dase announced that he had Maverick Grotto t-shirts 
made, all of which were sold at the Metroplex Cavers Christmas 
party.  The proceeds were donated to “The 2007 Angel Tree” 
recipient who was in the hospital with strep (at that time) so he 
could have a Christmas present. 
  
New Business:  None 
 
Trip Reports: 
 
 Lex Cox reported on going to Phantom Springs Cave with Bill 
Tucker.  Reported seeing lots of wildlife, getting pictures with 
Tammy’s new underwater camera. 
 Pete Lindsley reported that he and Karen attended the CRF 
50th reunion the weekend as TCR.  Saw a lot of old-timers, we 
greeted on arrival by George Wood and Claire, now living in Fort 
Worth. 
 Daniel Dase went to Honey Creek December 1, on the Bill 
Steele trip for the James Brown tank haul.  Bruised his right knee 
had to turn around and exit. 
 
 
 

From the Bat Cave 
By Daniel Dase 

 
 I would like to thank both Grottos, the Maverick Grotto and 
the Cowtown Grotto for the flowers. In a time of great sadness 
it was great to know both Grottos were thinking of my family 
and me. Thank you for every one that made it to the visitation 
and to the funeral. 
 When my crazy life calms down I would love to get under-
ground with all of you. 
 
 

 
2008 TCMA Auction: 

Recycle Your Old Junk Into Caves 
By RD Milhollin 

 
 The Texas Cave Management Association is one of those 
caver organizations known as conservancies. Their business is 
acquiring and managing properties containing caves. Most of 
these caves are significant in some way; some as recreational/
avocational resources for cavers or because of unique life or 
other aspects they shelter. The TCMA, an all-volunteer organi-
zation, raises funds for these activities through individual mem-
berships and contributions, and also from an annual sale and 
auction that takes place at the Texas Speleological Association 
Spring Convention, to be held in Kerrville for 2008.  
 I have been asked by the coordinators of the annual TCMA 
auction to help coordinate the gathering-up process for the 
North Texas area. Donated items household and other non-
caving items will be sold in a garage sale format, and cave-
related and cool, unique stuff will be auctioned off at the auc-
tion, presided over in recent years by Bill Steele of the DFW 
Grotto. New for this year is the idea of auctioning some stuff 
online in order to get higher prices for more serious-collector-
quality stuff: remember, the proceeds go to a very good cause 
that benefit the caves as well as cavers today and in the future. 
 I am asking the members of the Maverick Grotto to help this 

Bill Steele, Auctioneer at the 2006 spring convention 
Photo Butch Fralia 
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worthy cause by donating what they don't want or need anymore 
at the monthly grotto meetings, and then I will work to sort the 
stuff out. The TCMA would like to get things started well in ad-
vance of the Spring TSA Convention when this sale takes place, 
so here is your first heads-up. There will be advocates for the 
TCMA Auction at both the DFW and Cowtown Grotto meetings 
as well to collect for the TCMA goodies-drive, and I will coordi-
nate with these folks to collect the stuff so it can be sorted and 
transported to TCMA Central. 
 For those who didn't know... The TCMA has completed the 
process of constructing and adopting a formal budget for the or-
ganization; a formidable task for a group of volunteers and one 
that will help assure more opportunities for a smoothly-run asso-
ciation and even more effective cave acquisition and property 
management. The experience with Deep and Punkin’ Preserve is 
only the tip of the iceberg in what Texas cavers are capable of 
when it comes to buying and preserving the resource we all love. 

 
 

CBSP Trip Report 
By Tammy Cox 

 
We jumped in Lex’s truck and headed for the cave. 

We got there kind of late and everything was in a haze. 
 

Lex and Bill got the camper unhooked and ready for the night. 
We hung out around the campfire but went to bed long before 

daylight. 
 

The next morning we gathered around Keith’s map and made a 
plan. 

We ate breakfast, packed up our gear and loaded up the trucks for 
a caravan. 

 
The group hiked out to Cicurina Cave with excitement in the air. 

We built rock cairns to make sure we could find our way back 
from there. 

 
The rope was rigged, vertical gear was checked and we all went 

down into the dark. 
There was already talk of what we would do next and about other 

caves in the park. 
 

Alexa had her brand new camera and was ready to take some 
great shots. 

So we crawled through the mud, climbed all around and wiggled 
into the slots. 

 
Bill propped the camera up on a rock and the timer was set to go. 
We hoped he would make it in the picture, but we didn’t really 

know. 
 

The “Camper” 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Rigging at Cicurina Cave 
Photo Tammy Cox 

The group in Cicurina Cave 
Photo Bill Tucker 



 
 
  The Maverick Bull                                                                                            February  2008              page 6 

             

After a quick review of the picture it was clear that Bill was 
mostly in the pose. 

The rest of us looked good so we decided not to redo since we 
could see his nose. 

 
When the picture taking and exploring was a done we headed 

back to camp. 
Lex, aka CB, cooked up hot dogs and hamburgers on the tailgate 

under a lamp. 
 
Later that night after dinner we gathered around the fire ring for 

some fun. 
Everyone talked and laughed. We were all tired and around mid-

night we were done. 
 

It was off to bed for a good nights rest and dreams of caving 
some more. 

Bill and I didn’t get much sleep because we laid there all night 
listening to Lex snore. 

 
The next day was filled with more caving fun and picture taking. 
When it was all over we headed home with our muscles aching. 

 
 

January 2008 
Colorado Bend State Park 

By Butch Fralia 
 
 Last year the TSA Winter Meeting was held at CBSP and the 
weather was lousy, at least the weather in all the places where 
people would be coming from.  I didn’t get to go for various rea-
sons but weather mostly. 
 In 2008, you couldn’t have asked for better weather for a cav-
ing trip.  The temperature was just about right to keep from get-
ting over heated while hiking to the caves and not to cold as to be 
miserable! 
 Since it was the Winter Meeting with the potential for a lot of 
people to be there, Sharon and I left early Friday afternoon to 

make sure we would get a good enough spot for our old trailer.  
We made a leisurely trip of it and got there just about dark.  Not 
many people had shown up yet so there wasn’t any competition 
for camp sites. 
 Linda Palit, Joe Ranzau, Don Arburn and a few others from 
San Antonio had already arrived when we got there.  They all 
went to bed early to compete with Keith Heuss for the earliest 
person to bed. 
 Rafal Kedzierski had already announce he would be able to 
attend and Mark Gee called Thursday afternoon to announce that 
his father had passed that morning and he wouldn’t be able to 
make it.  That left Keith Heuss and myself to organize the event 
on site.   
 Upon arrival, we discovered a new “feature” at the camp site.  
An outhouse!  Located behind the fire pit, it’s 1) not permanent, 
and 2) completely enclosed.  It was fabricated by Jody Horton 

Tammy Cox in Cicurina Cave 
Photo Bill Tucker? 

Zubie shows off his 1967 Mobile Scout complete with Solar 
battery charger! 

Photo Butch Fralia 

New outhouse at CBSP Caver Camp 
Photo Butch Fralia 
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and friends from donated materials.  The “repository” is a large 
bucket below a real toilet seat.  A very nice feature compared to 
going in the woods! 
 Lex and Tammy Cox along with Bill Tucker arrived later in the 
evening with their small camping trailer.  OK, maybe it was more 
like the Taj Mahal when you’re in a 1967 Mobile Scout.  Alexa 
Ewen soon followed so the Maverick Contingent was in place. 
 Our dogs, Cody and Zubie (or Zubov named after Sergei 
Zubov, the great Russian hockey player for The Dallas Stars) 
tend to build up energy between trips and being labs they need to 
get out to burn some of it off.  I’m not sure they slept much Fri-
day night.  When they did settle down, Keith Heuss’s dog Inka 
kept coming to the trailer inviting them out to play.  I’m not sure 
what the deal was but Inka kept deciding she needed to kick 
puppy butt and getting into it with Cody.  Zubie would break it 
up explaining that it was his puppy and if he needed his butt 
kicked he’d take care of it. 
 Due to some good or bad communications (depending on how 
you look at it) the TSA meeting was first thing Saturday morning 
in the conference center.  John Brooks had announced on the 
Texas Cavers list that the meeting would be on Saturday morning 
then sent an e-mail asking when it should be held.  I responded 
that since he’d announced it for Saturday, the TCMA had set the 
time for their BOD meeting on Sunday morning.   
 I’m not disappointed to say that due to other responsibilities I 
didn’t attend either meeting!  In these modern times of the Inter-
net and e-mail, many of these meetings are more formality than 
substance because most “real” business is handled by e-mail.  I 
did send a website status report in advance of the TCMA meeting 
but forgot one for TSA.  They could see it was still there so that 
was probably OK. 
 Saturday morning, those not attending the TSA meeting gath-
ered around the hood of a truck and looked at a copy of a Keith 
Heuss park map.  Various folks wanted to try different places and 
some had projects of their own they wanted to continue.  Re-
leases were signed and folks were off and running. 
 Keith Heuss went to the conference center to get releases 

signed by folks at the meeting.  All was well. 
 After things settled down, Keith, Sharon and I went to see that  
Tammy and her group had found Cicurina Cave okay.  We found 
them rigging the creek bed pit entrance and joined them to take 
some pictures.  Once they were in the cave, we left and had 
lunch.   
 Keith had agreed to take a group of Girl Scouts to Lemons 
Ranch cave so later after Tammy and crew had returned, we went 
to make sure of it’s location in the GPS so Keith wouldn’t stum-
ble around in the woods with fifteen Girl Scouts.  As it turned 
out, it had been several years since I’d been in the area and wow 
had it changed!  When the park was doing guided tours of the 
cave, there was a pronounced trail to the cave.  Now that original 
trail seems to have grown up and there’s a “formal” hiking trail in 
the area obscuring the original trail. 
 We finally found the cave and confirmed the GPS location was 
correct.  It sure didn’t look the same as it did when we first 
started the tours!  On the way back, Keith had a problem and had 
to rest before going back to the truck.  I had an e-mail from him 
later that he went to the hospital and was diagnosed with atrial 
fibrillation.  He spent six days in the hospital getting medication 
he was already on adjusted. 
 At some previous time, Sharon had agreed to get a bottle of 
Tequila for a tequila shot adventure around the campfire on Sat-
urday night.  It was indeed an adventure and those partaking en-
joyed it immensely! 
 Sunday morning, by all reports the TCMA BOD meeting was 
held at the conference center.  We slept in. 
 It was fun trip for all involved, even those who went to meet-
ings! 
  
 

Kunath’s “50 Years of Texas Caving” 
By Butch Fralia 

 
 As a TSS director, I’ve been hearing about “Fifty Years” for 
years now.  I read excerpts in PDF format before it was pub-
lished!  I received my copy at the January CBSP trip.  I’m happy 
to report that as some said, Carl has created his masterpiece!  
This is a book of equal importance to those just starting their cav-
ing careers or those having been around for awhile.  It’s breath-
taking. 
 If you’ve heard the hype about it, it lives up to every word!  A 
monumental work!  For $50.00, it’s a bargain! 
 
http://pages.suddenlink.net/carl-kunath/50_Years/50_Years.html 
for more information. Or e-mail: 
carl.kunath@suddenlink.net 
 
 

Edwin Lehr, Alexa Ewen, Tammy Cox, Gregory ?, and Bill 
Tucker at the Creek entrance of Cicurina Cave. 

Photo Butch Fralia 
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Maverick Grotto 
c/o Butch Fralia 
3412 Walton Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230 


