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Rigging from the top of Lancaster Street Bridge Daniel Dase ascending at Lancaster Street Bridge 

Floyd Collins visits the Christmas Party White Elephant Gifts at Christmas Party 
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 Maverick Grotto Information  
 
  Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto. 
 
 The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The 
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of The National 
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all 
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps, 
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be 
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should 
accompany it.  
 Reprinting Articles : Internal organizations of The 
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless 
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first 
appearing in The Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a 
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at 
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact 
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein. 
 Exchanges: The Maverick Grotto will exchange 
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor. 
 Complementary Newsletters: The Maverick Grotto will 
provide complementary newsletters to persons or 
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or 
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto 
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming 
members. 
 Subscription Rates: Subscription rates are $15.00 per 
year for non-members and free for members. 
 Membership Policy: Any individual with interests, 
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of The 
Maverick Grotto and The National Speleological Society is 
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is 
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip 
requirement with at least three different grotto members. 
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one 
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership 
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members 
present will be required for acceptance. 
 Meetings: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  The location will be announced 
prior to each meeting. 
 Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran 
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related 
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.   
Photos & Map Credits 

Cover Photo:  Vertical Practice and Christmas 
Party by Butch Fralia.  CBSP 20th Anniversary by 
Keith Heuss.  
Back Cover:  Tammy Cox and Bill Tucker by 
David Shertzer 
____________________________________________________ 

 

 Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site!  Butch 
has done  an excellent job at constructing the grotto web 
site and keeping it up-to-date. You’ll find information about 
getting into  caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this 
newsletter 
(with color photos!): 
 

Http://www.maverickgrotto.org  
__________________________________ 
 

 
Cave Rescue: Call collect:  (512) 686-0234 
Cave Emergency:  
FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL 
911.   FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE 
CLOSEST NUMBER: 
 
BEXAR:  210-326-1576    COLLIN:  214-202-6611 
HAYS:  512-393-9054       SUTTON:  315-387-3424 
TRAVIS:  512-663-2287   PARKER: 817 657-5780 

__________________________________ 
 

Next meeting: January 8th ,  2008 7:00 pm 
Angelo’s BBQ, 2533 White Settlement Rd. Fort 
Worth, TX 76107. 817-332-0357 
____________________________________________ 
 

Program:   

 
Chair 
  Daniel Dase 
  6458 Sumac 
  Fort Worth, TX 76116 
  C: (903) 814-8342 
  danieljdase@yahoo.com  
   
Vice-Chair 
  Jose Curras 
  3712 Matthison Ave 
  Fort Worth, TX 76107-2619 
  (214) 287-0783 
  currasj@deadcaver.com 

Secretary 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Treasurer 
  Sharon Mastbrook 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net  

Newsletter Editor 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Webmaster 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
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Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Apr 12-13:  Honey Creek Cave - Work Project—Please  mark 
your calendars for the work weekend at the ranch with Honey 
Creek Cave - April 12 - 13, 2008.  We'll be wire brushing and 
painting the tower at the shaft entrance, taking apart and rebuild-
ing the three pulleys on the tower, and replacing the cable.   
 
We'll also be continuing to clear the property of the dastardly 
Mexican juniper, so lots of manpower is needed.  We're planning 
trips into the cave on Sunday of that weekend after our work is 
done on Saturday. 
 
Website: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/honeycreek.html 
 
Contact Bill Steele—speleosteele@tx.rr.com 
 
Apr 12:  TCC CAVE DAY —We plan on hosting CAVE DAY 
at the new Discovery Well Cave Preserve.   This is an open house 
where visitors visit caves in four cave preserves.   Since we ex-
pect in excess of 500 visitors, you help in the public education 
project is important.  Cedar Park, Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
May 13: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
 

 
Meeting Minutes 
November 13, 2007 

 
 The November meeting of The Maverick Grotto was held at 
Angelo’s BBQ in Fort Worth.  The meeting was called to order at 
7:14 PM by Chairman Daniel Dase.  Attending:  Corky Corcoran, 
Lex and Tammy Cox, John Crostwait, Jose Curras, Daniel Dase, 
Butch Fralia, James Savage, Sharon Mastbrook.  Visitors:  Eliza-
beth Brockey, Curtis Bullard, Chris Cole, Alexa Ewen, Adam 
Hayes. 
 The meeting began with an introduction of visitors followed by 
a program presented by Corky Corcoran on “Spirituality in 
Caves”.  A very entertaining program that kept you on the edge 
of your seat wondering what would come next. 
 
Officers Reports: 
 
 Chairman:   
Need a motto for 2008 and projects.  T-Shirt ideas needed.  
Would like to have a caver of the month on Maverick Website.  
First nomination is Tammy Cox. 
 
 Vice-Chair:   
Not present at the meeting due to out of town work. 
 
 Treasurer:   
$1,168.00 in bank account—monies due for newsletter. 
 
 Secretary/Editor/Website:   

Caving Calendar  
 

Jan 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Jan 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Jan 11-13: TSA Winter Meeting in conjunction with The 
Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba County.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Feb 8-10: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Feb 12: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Feb 22-24:  TCC Winter Meeting—This will be the second 
year that the TCC hosted this weekend of parties, caving, guided 
tours, workshops and a special guest lecture.  In 2007, seventy-
five to ninety cavers from around the state attended.  Cedar Park, 
Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
Mar 7-9: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Mar 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
April 5-6:  TSA Spring Meeting—in Kerrville, TX at the Kerr-
ville-Schreiner Park.  The Spring meeting is a technical meeting 
with presentations on the latest techniques.  Lots of good infor-
mation. 
 
Apr 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Apr 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
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As usual, need “stuff” for the newsletter and website.  Web host-
ing will need to be renewed soon $161 a year.  Domain name 
renewed for five years.  Crashed hard drive on desktop computer 
so updated grotto mailing list was lost.  November newsletter 
weren’t mailed out.  Will do better in January. 
 
 Old Business:   
Election of Officers for 2008.  Officers were elected by acclima-
tion since there was only one candidate for each position.  Chair-
man: Daniel Dase, Vice Chairman: Jose Curras, Treasurer:  
Sharon Mastbrook and Secretary Editor:  Butch Fralia. 
 Grotto Brochures were discussed, Sharon has a prototype made 
up for approval. 
 
 New Business:   
Christmas party coming December 8 at Diana Tomchick and Bill 
Steele’s house.  Bring white elephant gifts and be prepared for a 
good time. 
 New members were voted in:  Elizabeth Brockey, Curtis Bul-
lard, Alexa Ewen and Adam Hays. 
 
 Upcoming Trips: 
 
Vertical Practice at the Lancaster Street Bridge in Trinity Park 11
-17.  Beer tasting at the Rehr Brewery afterward. 
 
Honey Creek tank haul December 2. 
 
Christmas Party December 8. 
 
 

Officers for 2008 
 

 Officers for 2008 were elected at the November Meeting. 
 
Chairman:  Daniel Dase 
Vice-Chairman:  Jose Curras 
Treasurer:  Sharon Mastbrook 
Secretary:  Butch Fralia 
 

New Grotto Members 
 

 The Maverick Grotto would like to welcome new members:  
Elizabeth Brockey, Curtis Bullard, Alexa Ewen and Adam Hays 
to the organization.  They were approved for membership No-
vember 13, 2007. 
 
 

Vertical Practice Session 
November 17, 2007 

 
 Cavers from around the Metroplex met at Trinity Park for a 
vertical practice session.  The Lancaster Street bridge near the 
duck pond offers good tie off points at different levels for prac-

tice sessions.  The event was well attended and there was lots of 
rappelling and climbing.  Pictures are available at:  
http://www.metroplexcavers.org/photos/Vertical20071117/.  
For future reference, a map to the Lancaster Street bridge in 
T r i n i t y  P a r k  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t :  
http://www.metroplexcavers.org/maps/vertical.html. 
 The first rigging point was set up on the stair platform at 
about the midpoint (25’) of the total bridge height.  A nearby 
tree offers a point to rig a rack to slide the rope through for 
those practicing climbing.  It allows a much longer climb than 
the height of the platform.  It also allows the caver to be low-
ered to the ground if there’s an equipment problem. 
 Several ropes were rigged from the top of the bridge allowing 
a rappel or climb of about 55’ from the ground and  a way to 

The Lancaster Street bridge intermediate platform makes a 
good tie off point for practice. 

Photo Butch Fralia 

Daniel Dase and Tammy Cox prepare to rappel from the top of 
the bridge. 

Photo Butch Fralia 
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practice switch over's from one rope to another, a common prac-
tice in deep caves. 
 Vertical practice sessions are always great for new and experi-
enced cavers alike.  New cavers get a chance to see and try out 
climbing gear and rigs before they make their first equipment 
purchases.  It’s also good to learn safety techniques for rigging 
and climbing in a friendly environment.  The typical cave is wet, 
muddy and more hazardous than the conditions at vertical prac-
tice sessions. 
 While cavers were practicing their rappelling and climbing 
techniques, there was a bicycle race going on as well.  The race 
coordinator came bay and politely pointed out the marked off 
bicycle course.  He asked that “Ninja’s” refrain from dropping 
down on the riders as they went by. 

Metroplex Cavers Christmas Party 
December 8, 2007 

 
 Once again, Diana Tomchick and Bill Steele hosted a wonder-
ful caver Christmas Party at their home in Irving.  They live in a 
central part of the Metroplex where all cavers are equally pun-
ished driving to the party. 
 Diana provided a ham and turkey as the main dish and atten-
dees arrived with a wild array of side dishes to satisfy any taste.  
In addition there were plenty of cheeses, chips, crackers, dips, 
sauces and salsa’s to keep people eating the entire evening.  
There was a great selection of beer, including a case from Rahr 
Brewery provided by Chris Cole. 

The vertical practice session was well attended. 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Bicycle racers were not attacked by “Ninja’s” contrary to ex-
pressed fears. 

Photo Butch Fralia 

After the vertical practice, cavers dropped by Rahr Brewery for 
free beer tasting.  The perfect ending to a fun day. 

Photo Anonymous passerby! 

Food!  Food!  Food!  No one should have left hungry! 
Photo Butch Fralia 
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 As usual, there was a selection of white elephant gifts to be 
passed out.  Lex Cox did the honors as Caver Santa.  A signifi-
cant chore as all the gifts have to be numbered, a matching ticket 
goes in the pot for the drawing and decisions have to be made to 
prevent people from getting the same gift back as they brought. 
 For those new to the Metroplex caving scene, there are gifts 
that have been around for many years.  While it’s an “honor” to 
be the recipient, they can take up a lot of space in your garage to 
be returned so someone else can store them next year. 
 There are great gifts like the survey instrument, the rack and 
the rope.  This year a new gift made the scene!  A life size Floyd 
Collins doll (photo front cover)!  Daniel Dase created this master-
piece which for awhile was displayed with the new Maverick 
Grotto T-Shirt. 
 Speaking of T-Shirts, Daniel arrived at the party with new T-
Shirts he’d had made that on the back said “Maverick Grotto 

members don’t follow maps, they make ‘em.”  They all sold out 
at the party! 
 We learned with both happiness and sadness is that Pete Lind-
sley is retiring December 31st.  The sad news (for us) is that he 
and Karen are moving to New Mexico immediately.  By the time 
you read this, he’ll be hanging out with the Sandia Grotto cavers.   
Pete is a human landmark in Texas Caving. 
 After the great meal and some time to allow it to digest and just 
enjoy camaraderie with friends, Lex started the gift giving cere-
mony.  Everyone drew a number out of a hat and the fun began.  
Some of the newer Metroplex cavers learned that a small gift 
isn’t always a good thing, especially if that’s just the card and the 
gift comes in from the front porch! 
 Ed Goff was the lucky recipient of the “Survey Instrument” 
after having held “The Rack” for the last year.  He had the last 

Maverick T-Shirt at the party. 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Pete Lindsley and Floyd Collins 
Photo Bill Steele 

Jay Jordan and “The Rack”. 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Mark Gee and “The Rope” 
Photo Butch Fralia 
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laugh when he didn’t take it home with him so it could spend the 
next year in Diana and Bill’s garage. 
 Butch Fralia, having been the “Survey Instrument” care taker 
for 2007 was pleased with a small gift for 2008, a genuine Bat 
Man lunch box. 
 Jay Jordan received “The Rack”.  That could well be poetic 
justice since he suggested that he originally created it.  Mark Gee 
is caretaker of “The Rope” for 2008.   
 Mike Cagle drew one of the more interesting gifts when he got 
the slightly used “Bad Air” detector.  A cage with one live and 
one dead Canary.  Both birds are plastic so cavers should be safe 
from PETA. 
 Other interesting gifts of note are “The Stilts” won by Tammy 
Cox, and the “Fruit Bat” won by Alexa Ewen.  Chris Cole got his 
own can of Nitrous Oxide.  Daniel Dase got the cavers survivor 
kit.  All good stuff and great fun. 
 More party pictures can be found at: 
http://www.metroplexcavers.org/photos/Christmas2007/ 
 
 

  20 Years at Colorado Bend 
By Butch Fralia 

 
 Twenty years seems like a long time for a caver or cavers to be 
going to the same place but that’s the way it’s been for the TSA 
Colorado Bend State Park Project.  The November 9-11 weekend 
marked the 20th anniversary of the project.  To anyone’s knowl-
edge that’s the longest running volunteer project for any park in 
the TPWD system. 
 To celebrate, project coordinators put together a Fajita Cookout 
funded by the CBSP Friends of the Park.  Sharon Mastbrook and 
I did the shopping.  Peter Strickland, (Mr. TCR hot tub) loaned 
Keith Heuss a charcoal grill that he (Keith) hauled to the park for 
the weekend.  A canopy in case of bad weather, lots of both beef 
and chicken fajita meat, and plenty of condiments made for a 
great meal and party.  There was even an anniversary cake. 
 In 1987 when it started, it was a fairly quick trip to CBSP.  In 
45 minutes you could be at Glenn Rose from SW Fort Worth.  
Sharon I left early Friday afternoon and it took 45 minutes to get 
to Joshua, what in the day was about 10 minutes.  It took 1-1/2 
hours to get to Glenn Rose.  The cost of modern development. 
 We stopped off in Hamilton at the Chicken Express and picked 
up our Friday meal of chicken strips and some of the best dinner 
rolls you’ll ever find.  Even starting early it was still just after 
dark when we arrived. 
 As we drove up on the camping area, someone was flashing a 
light at us like a signal lantern.  It was near our intended camp 
spot so we stopped to see what was going on.  We met Myda 
Fuentes a young student up from Houston and her godfather 
Bruce Turner who by odd chance turned out to be from Glenn 
Rose.  Before the weekend was over Myda, a native of northern 
Mexico going to school in Houston turned out to be a savior. 

Alexa Ewen and the “Fruit Bat” 
Photo Bill Steele 

Jody Horton’s Safari Trailer 
Photo Butch Fralia 



 
 
  The Maverick Bull                                                                                            January  2008              page 8 

             

 We got set up and visited with folks already there and sat back 
to watch people start to arrive.  Jody Horton came in with his 
Safari Trailer that he built himself.  He’s been attending CBSP 
trips for many years and originally built the trailer to use on trips 
to the project.  If you’re ever on a trip with Jody, check out the 
trailer, it’s a real engineering masterpiece. 
 It’s based on the design for a real African Safari trailer that cost 
about $15,000 if purchased ready made and rigged.  Jody built his 
trailer and outfitted it for about $5,000.  It’s got cooking gear, 
generator, high powered DC inverter, hot water heater and the 
whole bit.  Ask him, he’ll be glad to tell you about it. 
 Later in the evening, Tammy Cox, R.D. Milhollin and Bill 
Tucker arrived followed by Daniel Dase, accompanied by Chris 
Cole and Adam Hays.  By the time Saturday morning came 
along, there were people from all over Texas, 38 if memory 

serves correctly. 
 Saturday morning, everyone signed release forms which 
Sharon and I took to the park office so everyone else could get 
started on their caving adventures.  We’d planned on hanging 
around the camping area and getting everything ready for the 
fajita cook off Saturday evening.  We dropped the release forms 
off, got our reimbursement for the food and visited with Park 
Superintendant Cory Evans for awhile then headed back to camp 
where we started getting everything unpacked and moved to the 
fire pit. 
 While we were at that, one group went to  Gorman Creek Crev-
ice.  A cave that I don’t know whether to call my old friend or 
nemesis.   I surveyed about 2200’ of the cave and enjoyed many 
bumps and bruises along the way.  The cave is being resurveyed 
because the original survey notes have been misplaced over the 

Getting set up at the fire pit 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Bruce Turner and Myda Fuentes cooking 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Fajitas cooking 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Sharon Mastbrook gets the serving line organized 
Photo Butch Fralia 



 
 
  The Maverick Bull                                                                                            January  2008              page 9 

             

years.  The cave became the longest cave in San Saba County 
through the work of a number of cavers over the years. 
 One of my more significant memories of the cave is the first 
visit.  You first see the entrance and know you’ve found the 
Texas mother cave you’ve dreamed about all your caving career.  
That notion is quickly displaced when you make your way down 
into the entrance room and the cave starts getting small very 
quickly. 
 A young caver stuck his head into some of the small passages 
and reported they didn’t go.  On a later trip, Donna Anderson 
wanted to see the cave.  When I took her there and we were in the 
entrance room, she asked about one of the passages.  I said it 
doesn’t go according to (name withheld to protect the guilty).  
She crawled in and 45 minutes later I decided I’d better find out 

where it didn’t go to.  Of course that’s the going passage that 
made it the longest cave in the county! 
 Out of the reverie, we were pretty much set up and ready to go 
when everyone got back from their caving adventures. 
 We discovered we were short a few pots and pans and were 
quite pleased when everyone else came to our rescue.  We also 
discovered that we were sort a few ingredients for the Mexican 
rice we’d planned to go with the meal. 
 The afore mentioned Myda Fuentes wanted to help cook and 
especially wanted to help cook the rice.  She dispatched her god 
father to town for the missing ingredients.  She said of course she 
knew know to cook it, she is Mexican and LOVES to cook.  By 
the time she was done, we had some of the finest Mexican fried 
rice anyone could recall.  She must love to cook because she 
helped with the refried beans as well! 
 Everyone enjoyed their choice of beef or chicken fajitas with 
all the trimmings including the afore mentioned rice and beans.  
The only misadventure was having the charcoal burn down be-
fore we finished the fajitas.  Had to reload and wait for the new 
charcoal to get hot enough to cook again. 
 Park Superintendant Cory Evans visited the event and thanked 
everyone for the support for the past 20 years.  He passed on the 
meal but did enjoy a piece of anniversary cake.  I might add that 
Cory has been great to work with and has been a great friend to 
cavers since he came to the park.   He was supposed to initiate a 
burn ban on the park but delayed it until Monday after the trip. 
 Everyone had their fill then settled around the fire pit to  enjoy 
the digestion process and caving stories that usually go with sit-
ting around a campfire with friends.  That lasted awhile until the 
younger cavers do what younger cavers are wont to do on a 
CBSP trip.  They made a midnight trip to Gorman Cave! 

Park Superintendant Cory Evans looking on as Dawn Hill cuts 
the anniversary cake. 

Photo Butch Fralia 

Chris Cole and Adam Hays at CBSP 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Dawn Hill, an early veteran of CBSP trips cuts the cake 
Photo Butch Fralia 
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Maverick Grotto 
c/o Butch Fralia 
3412 Walton Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230 


