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[Dest Texas: Cave and Well

By Bill Tucker

Bill Tucker is a cave diver who attended
Ernie Farker's vertical safety class in
1995. He met a number of Maverick
Grotto members and kept in touch with
Ernie. Bill is involved in the exploration of
FPhantom Spring near Balmorhea, Phan-
tom is a water source for local irrigation
and at some past time,
ended up under ownership
of the Bureau of Land
Reclamation. Like many
caves on government
property it requires per-
mits to enter and reports
have to be periodically
filed. Sometime after the
vertical safety class, Bill
met approached a local
landowner akout exploring
some caves on his prop-
erty. Bill contacted Ernie
and the saga began, Mav-
erick cavers made three
trips to the area. Unfor-
tunately it was not possi
ble to open cave
exploration in the area be-
cause of touchy relations
between local landowners
and the US Government.
Apparently the govern-
ment has threatened to

length is fast approaching the equipment
limitations of the divers. Bill wants to find
anether entrance to the system and this
report documents one of those effort.

April 10-13, 1997

The natural cave entrance. The well is behind the truck.

take over the land of sev-

eral local owners, There are many archae-
ological sites in the area that have been
cited as the excuse. Rather than take a
chance, most landowners don't let anyone
on their property. Bill continued explo-
ration of Phantom cave and extended it's
explored length to over 7200, It appears
that Fhantom Is a mere side passage
from a major underground river. The
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Participants: Bruce Tipps, Mark Tipps,
Shawn Vickers, Kelley Anderson, Bill
Tucker

This 6000 acre ranch was once part
of the J.0. Kingston property. | first heard
rumors of a cave with an underground lake
in 1995 from an old timer from the area,
and eventually found the current property

owner. | obtained permission to check out

this and a couple of other caves on his
property, and invited Dale Ellison, Ernest
Parker and Butch Fralia to check them
out while | was occupied at nearby Fhan-
tom Springs Cave, Dale entered the nat-
ural cave in April of 1996, going far
enough to see the light from the well, but
not fully exploring it.

In July, Butch Fralia, Sharon Mast-
brook, Linda and Ernie Parker, Dale Ellison
and hie nephew little’ Dale came out and
checked out a sinkhole on the ranch, find-
ing bad air by a depth of 35-40". They
were shown the well and cave by the
owner, but they did not drop Into the well
due to extreme heat, and expecting bad
air there also. In January of 1297, Shawn
Vickers and Kelley Anderson came out to
do some filming on our Fhantom Springs
Cave Project. When they finished up. | sent
them to the other ranch to check out the
sink, having gotten his permission again.
He showed up and took them to the well.
They explored the cave, finding good air
circulation, and decided to drop the well.
It too had good air circulation, and they
continued down to the "lake”. His report
to me of the clear water prompted me to
begin making arrangemente to dive there.

On April 10th, Bruce Tipps and | went
out to explore and dive. We were accompa:
nied by Mark Tipps, Shawn and Kelley. The
landowner welcomed us to camp out
there, eo we et up a comfortable camp,
planning to stay for 4 days, The cave en-
trance is about 30 meters east of an old
windmill that is at elevation of approxi-
mately 3580". Between the cave and
windmill is a manmade well shaft about 4
in diameter cut through solid limestone.
The well intersects the cave at several
levels, and may have been dug with great
effort for more direct access to the wa-
ter.

The next moming we dropped into the
well, finding pretty solid rock walls. Not
far down we began to see openings into
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the natural cave at. eeveral points, We
rappelled to the 90" floor of the cave, en-
tering a natural cavern about 12" in diam-
eter with celling height of 15" or more. The
natural cave passage enters this room
about 12" above the floor, but also inter-
sects the well in at least two other places
further up the well shaft. The water level
may have been in this room when the well
was dug.

An easy crawl of about 12 slopes down
from the lower part of the room (south
gide). Upon entering the crawl, we encoun-
tered several flying bats, disturbed by our
presence, A few could be seen still on the
ceiling of the second room. There were
also numerous cave crickets, and one un-
pigmented scorpion was seen, as well as
several spiders, At the end of the crawl
there is a steep slope of about GO de-
grees, dropping 30" te a small ledge upon
which two people can stand and look down
to the stream passage, another 30 be-
low. Thie “lake™ is clear, about 15" wide and
45' long in a canyon with 3 vertical walls.
From the east side of the above-men-
tioned small ledge there is access down
to the lake by another near vertical slope,
dropping about 30', and continuing into
the water at a steep angle for about two
feet before dropping vertically to the bot-
tom of the lake. There is a narrow ledge,
Juset large enough to stand on, about &'
below the water's surface. Well casing and
pump pipe extends into the west end of
the lake from the windmill above. As the
wind slowly moves the windmill, the pump
makes mysterious creaking and moaning
sounds that echo through the lower sec-
tion of the cave. It was very strange until
we found the pipe and realized the source
of the sound. | entered the water with a
mask and was surprised to find it cooler
than expected. It measured at 68 F., and
| was expecting the 77 F. of nearby Fhan-
tom Springs. There was no apparent wa-
ter flow, but later observation of silt
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particles showed that it appeared to
maove very slowly to the east. The lack of
flow would mean silting, and resultant

logs of vigibility could be a problem during

a dive. The water at this east end of the
lake Is about 15-16 feet deep,
and slopes to 28-30" deep at
the west end. In the clear water |
could easily see a large cave
opening going to the east, gently
sloping downward and staying
large for as far as | could eee, a
very exciting prospect. At the
west end | could see a smaller
cave opening beginning about 20
feet deep that loocked passabie. |
quickly decided that we would
bring the diving equipment down
for a good look into the phreatic
cave, We spent the next 3-4
hours rigaing and lowering two
sets of diving equipment to the
water, By about 8 FM we had
both sets of double tanks and
our dive bags hanging just into
the water from ropes. The next
morning we would be able to
stand waist deep on the sub-
merged ledge and gear up for
the dive. When we arrived at the
lake the next mormina, our rigging had
stretched enough to place the tanks in
the water with just the valves out, and
our bags were nearly completely sub-
merged. It was a strange experience,
reaching underwater into the bag to re-
trieve and agsemble my equipment in the

water while standing on the narrow ledge.

Bruce and | entered the water, first ex-
ploring the lake bottom, then heading to

the large cave entrance on the east end.

It was about &' wide at least 10 feet tall,

entering a large room with a downward
eloping floor of thick silt. Our exhalation
bubbles were causing silt to fall from the
ceiling and walls, with some particles hit-

ting the floor. Those kicked up even more
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silt from the floor, with the siit cloud run-
ning down hill preceding ue. There were
very few places to safely place our guide
line, but we continued down the slope, un-
derneath an archway, and into another

Bruce Tipps descending into the well

room, At the bottom of that room, 110’
from our initial underwater cave entrance,
another archway was found low in the
room at a depth of about 60". The clear-
ance from the top of that paseage to the
eilt floor was low, creating a problem for
us to pass through without causing a
gilt-out.

| was unable to see far enough into the
passage to see if it got larger, and | was
uncertain of the proper placement of our
safety ling, s0 | tumed the dive, fearing
that the line may have slipped into a nar-
row ling trap. If so, it would be very dan-
gerous and difficult to feel the way out in
zero visibility. We decided to check out the
west cave entrance. The west cave en-
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Bill rappelling down to the lake.

trance was low on the west wall of the
lake, and sloped downward into another
room. My bubbles dislodged a head-sized
rock from above that fell between Bruce
and me, creating a cloud of silt. | was un-
aware of it at the time, and proceeded to
an obvious opening at about 60 depth. It
was only about 12" tall, with heavy silt, o
we were unable to go any further than
about B0’ of penetration into this side.
We turned back to the lake and surfaced
to discuss our options. We decided that |
would go back to the east, trying for bet-
ter line placement to avoid line traps. If |
could then make any more cave, | would
return and get Bruce. If the visibility
dropped to nothing, | would feel better
alone. | asked him to give me 10 minutes
alone before checking on me. Going back
into the east cave, | was able to make
better line placements and went directly
to the low archway. Yisibility was steadily
deteriorating in epite of our efforts at
good buoyancy control and proper fin use,
and as | entered part way into the final
opening it had dropped to almost zero,
Not being able to see into the passage,
and knowing that my 10 minutes were
about up, | turned and came back out to

the lake. The water would not clear for an-

other attempt for a long time, and | knew
that our efforts were ended for today.
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While looking over
the lake bottom, |
spotted an un-pig-
mented isopod that
tried to hide in the
rocks on the bot-
tom. As | lifted the
little rock, he swam
straight upward,
probably in an at-
tempt to escape
bottom feeding
predators (maybe
such as salaman-
ders?). It seems to
me that if these |sopods had experienced
predation from fish they would not behave
to danger in this manner. it looked the
same or very similar to the larger Isopods
(maybe Cirolanides texensis) found in
Phantom Springs, and appeared to be
about & mm. long. | saw no other under-
water cave fauna. It took about 3 hours
to get the equipment up and out of the

cave, and we worked up quite an appetite.

We still had enough daylight to grill
some great steaks, and we all ate like it
was our first meal in two days. The last
day we decided to enter through the nat-
ural cave entrance. The entire cave has a
lot of large loose rocks ostensibly held in
place by emall ones, so we were very care-
ful where we stepped and pulled. There is a
lot- of evidence of porcupines living there,
but we saw no actual animals other than
bate. A series of complex passages inter-
connected with the dug well in several
places and at several different levels. We
were able access most of these with care-
ful climbing and chimneying, but there re-
mains more to be seen. The training that |
received from Emie served us well in the
vertical situations, and we all had a great
time in spite of the short dive. We hope to
return and explore the cave further,
maybe even attempting to dive beyond
the restriction that discouraged us on
this trip.

A Man Called a Man Who
[alled a Friend [Who Called...

By Butch Fralia

Did the title confuse you? If it didn't then
maybe the next part will. A man in Mineral
Wells telephoned the Texas Memorial Mu-
seum in Austin about a sinkhol¢ on his prop-
erty. The Texas Memorial Museum referred
him te Bill Elliet. The man told Bill about a
gink hole he has on some property at Fos-
sum Kingdom and needs someone to check
it out. Bill says; “for checking out North
Texas caves, you need to contact Butch."
Bill can't find my phone number (always cor-
respond by e-mail) so he gives him the num-
ber for Chad Fenner instead. The man calle
Chad Fenner about hie sinkhole and tells the

story again for the umpteenth time. Chad
told the man he couldn’t do it but would
have someone contact him who could. Chad
called me and asked if | would be able to
drive out. and check it out. Sure | said, think-
ing about shelters and armadillo holes that
might have commercial possibilities. |
phoned the gentleman at his property near
Fossum Kingdom Lake. He says, Oh, Butch?
| believe you're the one | was supposed to
talk to but the guy In Austin couldn't find
your phone number, That's when | heard the
story | just told.

The landowner tells me about being in the
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NAME

Anderson, Bruce & Donna

mrowskyiba@asloom  donnodhugd ol oom

Andgrson, Mike & Furarevich,

Chett, John & Monahan, Kalie

Croshy, Goorge

Deovershomer, Tory

Eligon, Dls & Ardense Haeintz

cavemandd nsdans nat

Fenner, Uhad
Caver fEwhy nat

Fralin, Biugah

shait @ flase. et

Glover, Kavin

Gatf, Bd andl Laura
anolf@why ney

Hauss, Kelth

Hill, Russel & Cynthia Van

Kedziarski, Wojsigch & Rafal

Kinngy, Bryan and Josh
kinney @ tashunet

Langevin, Johs

Massey, Pamely

Magibrook, Shuron
sharnadfizsh net

McClurg, Dave & Barbe Barker

tithaliin, Dave
MBS G ey, vt sy

Montgonery. Miko

Mosasmann, Domng
drm7a Sairmaiined

Parker, BEmast

Perking. Bay

Sealz, Angeld and Shanaon

ADDRESS CITY,STATE 2P HOME PHONE  BUS. PHONE
506 Kiromwagh Steel  Fort Worh, TX 76108 (31792486313 (8171870-2279
&30 Arroyo Fort Worth, TX 76708  (817)448-0764
3790 Oaklawn Dr. FtWorth, TX 76107  (817)626-7764
Baox 1108 Lal?e Charlos, 70602 .
PRI Winleshaven Mt TX TH054 (3174854928  (B1FN80-4775
1208 Dan Gould Dr.  Adington, TX 76001 {817)473-0483  (BO0I7H4843
5700 Wayland Fort Wodl, TX | 76133 (RI7)992-7722  (B17i763-2188
3412 Walton Ave.  Forl Wordh, TX 76133 (817)346:-2000 (8175514183
1205 Mockinghbird Adinglon, TX 76013  (617)459-1762 o
ESO?’S Wedgen Dz Dadlas, TX TEZ (2%_}942—%524
9700 Dupoint Cove  Austin, TX 78748 (S12)280.2812  (312)365 7131
1360 Ml 12 Springiown, TX 76082 81712207108
9253 Havensweérﬁ; Grandhury, TX .. 78048 {817I572-1578 T
1211 Lakeshore D, Inving, TX 75060 (214)986.7670  (214)666-2531
5021 Wood Bridge Dr. Bediord, TX 76021  (317)571-7429
4700 Trall Lake Dr. Fort Worh, TX 76183 (817)024-1919
2601 N Eastman Rd, Longwiew, TX 75606  (903)757-9598
3412 Wadton Ave.  Fort Worth, TX 76182  (817)346-2039  (A17)551-4183
QQOG Warren G ) lyving, TX {#143884-1185
101 Hosack St #6  Adington, TX 76010 (817)159-3050
41 m W Gargers Ouka arlington, T THEGIG -
.. 3821 9}%&52}{226{‘&%{;}{5 tialiag, TX ?ﬁ%x"if} .. h{&’%&}f&@—@ﬁéﬁ
816 NW Kilg Sudeson, TX 6026 (214)447-6147
S?}:’.ﬁi:}w;%?;gsshm&h Tr. Arlinx‘;-t:::ﬁ., TX FHETY (BIT4TR-BE08 - )
mF'. 0. Box 748 . Hurst, TX 76083 75.1.:7{27?—3543
2441 Sunllower Adington, TX 76014 (817)188-4226



May 9-11, 1997, Eolorado Bend State Park. Contact Butch Fralia, (817) 364-2032

May 16-18, 1997, Marneldo Ranch Caving Trip. Contact Jim Kennedy, (912) 445-8198

May 23-25, 1997, 1155 Cave Diving Warkshop. Contact Marianne Gamble, (904) 935-2974

May 24, Midnight Cave. Contact David Locklear

June 23-27, 1997, 155 Lonvention, Sullivan Missouri. Contact Pam Saberton, (314) 772- 6956

August 3-7, 1998, 1158 Conwention, Seanee Tennessee. Contact William Shrewsbury, (475) BEG-5296

July [2-16, 1999, NCT Convention, Twin Falls Idaho. Contact David W. Kesner, (208) 939- 0972





