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The Maverick Bull is the monthly
newsletter of Thae Maverick Grotto,
an internal organization of The
National Speleclogical Society (NSS
G-322), The editor inviles all
individualts and other grotios 0
submit  articles, rnews,  maps,
cartoons, art and phofographs. if the
materal & o be retumnsd, s
seif-addressed  stamped  envelopé
should accompany ik

Reprinting Arlicles: inferral
osiganizations of The Hational
Speleciogical Socisly may  reprint
any item {unless copyrights belong o
the author as stated in e byling
first appeating in The Mavenok Bullif
proper credit i given and a complete
copy of the publication is delivered to
the editor at the time of publication.
Other organizations should contact
the editor of The Maverick Bulf at the
address herein.

Exchangss: The Maverick Grotlo wilt
exchange newsletters with  Other
gretios. Cantact the editor.

Complementary Newsletiers: The
Maverick  Grolto will  provide
complemsantary newsistiors b
persons or arganizations that provide
cave acness {ie. landownsrsl of

othaerwise provide assistance 1o
cavers, The Maverick Grotio wil
provide one free issus {0 persops
interested in becoming members.

Subscription Rates: Subscription
rates are $15.00 per year for non-
members and free for members.

Membership Poliey: Any individual
with inferests, beliefs and actions
consisterd with the purposes of The
Maverick Grotto and The Nafionsl
Speloological Sociely is cligible for
membershin.  Acceplance of new
members s based on payment of
duss and a mandatory thres Wip
reqisrement with at  least thres
diferent grolic members.  These
three members shall act as sponsorg.
Al least one sponsor must attend the
mesting at whish the membership
vole is taken. A two-thirds malority
volte of the members present wili ba
required for acceptance.

Meetings: Meetings are held the
second Tuesday of each month at
Smokey's Ribs, 5300 E. Lancaster,
Fort Warth. [t.is located less than one
mile west of Loop 820 and next {0
K-Mart. The time is 7:00 p.m., and
ihe food is good.

Carbide:; Grolto carbide s availabie
st the meeing ¥ prior arangemenis
arg made, Carbide s free o the

asking.  Contact Russsll Hil at
2207108 or Butch Fralia at 346-2035
for morg information,

Library: Support your Grotto Library.
Russell Hill will be accepting books
argl  magazings on  cave-related
topics, copies of homemade cave
videns, ste. for our fbrary. We wish
to Hank Russell for his efforts each
montn to bring and set up the Grotio
Library.
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Minutes For the Janué&ﬁé;ﬁgg )

Maverick Grotto Jan 8, 1886

The January meeling was heid g
the FL Worth Bolanie Gardens, The
busingss porfion of the meeting was
prought fo order shordly after 730
prm by Oretlo Chaimman Mike 7
won't be Chairman in 88”7 Anderson,
Yislors:

By the end of the meoeling Hhere
ware more visitors than | oould count,
Unfortunately, only ane was prasent
when the meeling started.  That was
Kelvin Baker from Burleson,

Announcements

Dues are dus,

Oid Business;
MNone,

Now Business:
None.
Trip Reporis:
Eod ol went with his wife and a

buddy o Coftorwooed and  Black
CAVES,

Dave Mithoben wernt cave diving i
A shring under Lake Amested near
the Mexics border,

He alsoe went on & bust tip fo

Hiver Styx wilth Tony Jones,

Zch Frailiz went io Oolorado
Band and saw Gorman Falls frozen
Qver,

{ther

{sonna Mosesman has 3 packst of
info on what it lakes {6 be o "cave Jor
pay” organization on BLM land

Poogramy:

This month's program was a spec-
tantiarly choreographed multi-
projector slide  show by Joha
Langevin.

Happy February!

Wow, what & month. The day |
startad puting this fogether | barely
had ons page of material By ihe
time | finished | was wondaring if we
were going to have room for it ali 1o
ft. As is. Donna Mosesman gave me
a bunch of materal that | would have
liked to have covered in more detal
bt didn't have room for. And on top
ot it all, | still have two outsianding trip
repcris that have been promised.
One from £d Goft an his recent Three
Miles M trip {one of the last under the

Editor's Ramblings

old poicy and another from Pam
Massey on @ recent Copperhead trip,
(Parm ought to get some kind of
award for providing so much great
newsheiler matedall  Be sure and
check out Pars ilusirations in her
Fitton aricle this month, Ehe had two
othars as wall, but she drew thers on
& computer, primed them out, then |
scanned them and printed them out,
and that left just @ bit too much aut in
the transiation,

Well, | probably befter announce
this. 1 won't be caving this Easter. It

will be the first Easier | haven't besn
underground in a while. That means
waivt be prganizing a grotto trip this
yaar. Mot fo fret, there is still iots of
caving to be had. Check oul the re-
ted article.

Mey, if you have internet Werld
Wide Web aceess, you have GOT o
check out the site that defails a tip
through an abandoned underground
nuclear missile instafiation.  Details
inside.

Good caving,
-CF

The February meeting will be held
on Tussday, February 13 at
Smokey's Ribg, 5300 E. Lancaster, at

February Meeting

7 o.m. This month's program will
probably be a video from the NES
video library, Come see for yoursalf

and enjoy the food and friends as we
plan our naxt cave tips,

Dues Due Again

Yeah, it's that time of vear again, t's kind of a pain. | just paid my national dues, I'm expecting TSA to hit me up,
and now my grotto wants their shace of my monay. Well, Mike Nelson nas besn doing a great iob getting pragrams, 50
| guass it's worth $15. See Mark or Pam Porter.




Exploring the
Wonders of
"Beauty"
(Fitton) Cave

sign - -

by Pam Massey with
commentary and
correction by John
Langevin (because he
won't write his own trip
report)

Date: October 27-30,
1995
Cave: Fitton

Cavers: Mike Anderson,
Donna Anderson, Pam
Massey, John Langevin,
Jim and Kathy Gatewood

What a great feeling

to be back in the Ozarks enjoying fall
foliage and caving!!! The fall colors
were a wonderful sight since my first
trip was in June and the area was all
green. Mike, Donna and | rode to-
gether, and Mike made sure that we
had a good 5 - 10 minutes of sunlight
left to set up our tents.

John had arrived the day before
and gone caving with the Cave Re-
source Manager, and the Gatewoods
arrived later that night.

That first night was really cold, so
Donna managed to talk Mike into heat-
ing our tents with his portable "Mr.
Heater". (You know he carries one of
everything on these trips.) This al-
lowed us to comfortably change
clothes and thaw out before going to
bed.

The next morning, we hiked off to
Fitton with the Millipede Passage as
our final destination. The trail to the
cave was much easier this time be-
cause Cecil Creek was dry and the
groundcover not as tall. The trees and
the path were covered with brown, yel-
low, red, and orange leaves. The
scenery was so beautiful!

We nearly lost Donna when she
tried to abandon the group and explore

the rope bag -
That's a good

Isn't it?

Well, at least it held

The rule of three: Three tent pegs
Plus one: One bent one

Approximately
six inches above mud:

Has this one
already been
shock loaded?

Who knows how little

\

30 - 40 Feet

an 8 - 10 ft. deep hole where a new
spring had appeared in June.

At the entrance to Fitton, we
geared up and started our journey.
Our path led us through the Entrance
Room, Manhole, T.Room, Out Room,
Round House, Jurgen's Passage and
Jurgen's Leap, Grand Central, Horse-
shoe Falls, and then on to Millipede
Passage.

The "Manhole" is an interesting part
of the cave. John and the others

A
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rigged the 12-foot drop with a web lad-
der and we all climbed down

While we traveled along from the T
Room to the Out Room, John pointed
out several side passages that led to
the Lower East Passage. EVERY LIT-
TLE HOLE-led to the Lower East Pas-
sage!!!

After going through the "Needle’s
Eye," we were in another of my favor-
ite areas. The floor here was once
covered with white calcite crystals



which are still visible through a hole in
the fioor of the room. The rest are
covered in mud from many years of
careless foot traffic.

In the process of looking for Jur-
gen's passage, John found "Lost Pas-
sage," crawled out of it, then led us on
to the "Leap."

Maybe | shouldn't be bringing this
up, but........... | will. In order to get to
the falls area and Millipede Passage,
we had to drop Jurgen's Leap, a 30 -
40 foot mud slope. | know we just had
Ernie's vertical SAFETY training class
two weeks ago, but we rigged our rope
to those three tent pegs in the mud
anyway and rappelled away. (See il-
lustration on previous page for full im-
pact). John reports that | provided
"gallows humor" before we took the

“Leap"” and at the
time he threat-
: ened to end all
humor in refer-
ence to our rig-
ging points with a
piece of duct
tape. We were
six for six after
taking the "leap,"
1] next we
hugged this rock
in order to by-
pass the "Terror
Pit* on our left
and once again
were on our way
unscathed!

Horseshoe
Falls was an-
other of my fa-
vorite places in
the cave. Water
cascades over
some shelves in
this area and into
the stream at the
bottom of the
cave. The falls
are really great
and they added
to our dining ex-
perience as we
ate dinner there.

In the Milli-
pede Passage in an area that Donna
and Mike referred to as resembling a
theater, we saw some shields and
other nice formations. There were
some beautiful helictites about 3 - 4
inches long, and in the hall before this
area there were helictite columns that
appeared to be almost an inch in di-
ameter.

We all knew when Jim saw some-
thing really pretty in the cave because
we would hear, "Whooie!!", "Wow!l!",
"Oooohieeee", and "Ooooocooh this is
nice!ll' Jim had wanted to visit the
cave for some time now and he finally
got his chance!

At the end of the Millipede Passage
(which is where the cave survey ends)
were some thick clusters of almost
pure white soda straws. The clusters

were circular in shape and resembled
crystal chandeliers. They were abso-
lutely gorgeous!! We took several
photos here.

Also at the end of the cave was a
small hole that John said was unex-
plored because those who had at-
tempted the crawl had to be pulled out
by their feet and there was no sign of
the passage opening up or leading to
anything. | really wanted to crawl into
this hole especially when John said
that you could see some formations
when you crawled into it. Not wanting
to send out for a rescue team this late
into our trip and this far into the cave,
John made it very clear that | was not
to crawl into this hole head first, feet
first or any other way. (| think this is
how plans for another trip are made.)

After this, we turned around and
headed for camp. We had left camp
that morning at 9:45 a.m, entered the
cave at 10:45 a.m., left the cave at
11:156 p.m. and arrived at camp at
12:15 a.m. Some of us ate before we
entered our frost-covered tents while
others went right to bed! It was a won-
derful trip!

COMPASS WORLD
WIDE WEB PAGE

Posted to Cavers Digest by Larry Fish

There is now a special World Wide
Web Page for COMPASS Cave Sur-
vey Software. It contains the latest in-
formation about COMPASS and it also
has links to other interesting and use-
ful cave related pages around the net.
The address of the page is:

http:/iwww.usa.net/~Ifish/
compass.htmi

One of the most useful aspects of
the COMPASS Web Page is that
makes it much easier to load the latest
copy of COMPASS. In the past, you
had to understand the procedure for
doing "ftp" file transfers. Now, if you
have access to a Web Browser, you
just click on a menu item, and COM-
PASS will automatically load into your



computer.

The COMPASS Web Page has
over 100K of documentation, images,
and web links. Here is a summary of
the information available

1. COMPASS FEATURES. The Web
Page includes a complete description
of Compass for DOS and Compass for
Windows. There are over 20 pages of
documentation, including a detailed
description of the  operation,
philosophy, and features of the
programs.

2. COMPASS DEMO. This section
contains actual full-color screen
images of the DOS and Windows
version of COMPASS. These are
256-color images of Lechuguilla and
Wind Cave which show many of the
3-D, Solid Modeling and GIS features
of COMPASS.

3. USER FEEDBACK. This section
contains a magazine review of
COMPASS from the magazine
"Compass Points" which is published
by a Special Interest Group of the
British Cave Research Association.
There are also testimonial letters from
users of Compass.

4, CURRENT COMPASS
INFORMATION. This section contains
information about the newest features
and latest updates. It also contains the
revision history for the last year.

5. GETTING A COPY OF COMPASS.
This menu allows you to directly
download a copy of the latest version
of Compass. There are two sources.
Just choose one and click.

6. OTHER WEB TOOLS AND WEB
PAGES. This section contains links to
best Web Tools and cave-related Web
Pages around the world.

There is lots of other information on
the page. If you don't know how to ac-
cess the World Wide Web, | have a
detailed, step-by-step document de-
scribing the best and easiest methods
of browsing the Web. Just send me an
e-mail request at:

Ifish@nyx10.cs.du.edu

Nuclear Caving

The January 28 Dallas Morning
News reported on a World Wide Web
site that features a subterranian trip
into an abandoped.guiclear missile silo.

tos and desgri ‘_tothesite
are allowed to*"choose" the route the
"virtual tour" will take. The URL is:

www. xvt.com/users/kevink/
silo/silo.html

Trips, Trips, Trips

O.K., you wanna go caving, we got
caving for ya.
Feb 10, 11 Robber
Whirlpool, and Lost Oasis.
Donna Anderson.
February 10 Honey Creek. At least
some will be going to the natural
entrance to survey in the QA side
passage. Contact Mark Minton.
February 24-25 Powell's Cave Texas'
second longest cave is getting longer
but needs YOU to help. Come on out
and bring your survey gear, digging
tools, and wetsuit (but only if you want
to get wet). There is lots to do for
cavers of all interests and skill levels.
For more information contact Terry
Holsinger in Austin at 512-443-4241.
March 2,3 McKittrick Hill, Endless,

Baron's,
Contact

Sand, and McKittrick. Contact Liz
Lightfoot.

Easter Weekend. Due to various
circumstances, | will not be

coordinating a grotto Easter trip this
year. That doesn't mean no caving. |
understand that Susan Herpin from the
Greater Houston Grotto is doing a
restoration trip to Three Mile Hill. It is
probably very limited in scope, will
involve a lot of hard work, and might
not even include any caving. But call
her if your interested. On the other

hand, John Langevin is going to the
Buffalo River area of Arkansas this
Easter. He will be checking out caves
he has never been to. In other words,
there may be burn trips, and if not,
he's not guaranteeing the quality of
what you'll see, but it'll probably be a
good time anyway.

TSA Winter Meeting

Plans are to hold the TSA Winter
Meeting at Powell's Cave in conjunc-
tion with the regular Project weekend
(see previous article). The member-
ship meeting will be at 10 A.M. Satur-
day, the 24th of February. As most
previous Powell's participants know,
there are no facilities, so plan for primi-
tive camping if you want to stay on-
site. There's plenty of work to be
done at Powell's, so come on out.
Contact Gary Napper, TSA Secretary.

GPS Field Test

by John Langevin

"...GPS receivers are
navigational aids, and are not
intended to = replace _other
methods of navigation.
Purchaser is advised to perform
careful position charting and use
good judgment.”

-from the Magellan GPS 2000
User Guide

Many cavers have experienced the
frustration of traveling miles to go cav-
ing only to search in vain for the cave
or to find it so late that littie time is left
for exploration. A more serious prob-
lem familiar to cavers is the inability to
return to the vehicle or campsite after
exiting the cave. The Global Position-
ing System provides the land navigator
with a tool which, combined with more
traditional means, increases the likeli-
hood that he will reach his objective
promptly.

This series of tests was conducted
in winter in a region of mixed decidu-
ous and evergreen forest with a verti-
cal extent of approximately 1300 feet.
The equipment used was a Magelllan
GPS 2000 receiver, a Silva compass,



those with some knowledge of land
ravigation but i will nat tum the igno-
rant info instand navigators, in order 1o
fufly reglize the bénefils of GPS e
user must firs! know how o use a
compass and tarrain assoviation. They
taught me that even when reception ig
irregutar GPS is usatyl for confirming &
position when a good lock is ehiained,
For such information © be beneficial,
though, the user must be able o use
the more customary mesns 0 navi
gaie between such painta. Finally, they
taught me that for navigating to a point
GPS is most effective when used fo
determing the compass bearing at the
beginning and to update it and make
course corrections while moving.

While | recommend GPS to anyons
who spends much time in the wilder
ness it is only effectve when the user
knows its limitations and how {o work
arcund ther. f vou don't know how to
read & map and compass, leam how to
frat Don't go out inkd the boondooks
and expect GPS o lsad you evary-
where you want o go. Hs amazing
wrhnology but it serves best those
who use it 1 augment mora conven-
fional navigationat ools

*The Holehkiss book and the UTM
Grid Reader are gyvallable froms

Naviech Book and Soflware Store
2775 8. Quincy St 8610
Arlinglon, Va. 22208-2204

{800} B28-088%

BLM/NSS-SWR
Meeting

Posted to Cavers Digast by John T. M.
Lyles, Pajarito Grotte January 17,
1896

Following are some highlights of
the fourth meating of the US Dept of
interiot/Buresu of Land Manasgement
{BLM}, Rosweil Maw Mexioo Uislict
with cavers of the NE&-Southwest Re-
gion {(SWRY For = delailed Bemeby-
tem description of the meeting, con-
1ot me or one of the PMT members in
a few woaks look for it 0 be regnnled
in the newsletler of the SWR,

BACKGROURND

1 1885 a Parfiicipating Manage-
mer Team (PMT) was formad with
represeniatives of the various grotioy
ang associsled prganizations of the
SWR and with the BLM representa-
bves from Carshad and Roswell in
1895, espegislly in the frst mogting,
lansion was high belween the cavers
and the BLM, as a2 number of aclions
by this federal agency had aggravated
relationships with the SWR, Gre such
action was their announcement of de-
velopment of policies to charge fees
for oblaining permits for galed caves
administered cn BLM-controlled lands
in New Mexico. Another was the issu-
ance of a poorly written and illegally
approved Environmental Assessment
(EA) to establish policies for commer-
cial caving adventure groups in some
of these same caves. In three meet
ings with BLM in 1985, we {cavers) re-
viewsd draft proposals and discovered
what seemed io he pre-defermined
alicomes. Why bother? The BLM did
spologize for the mistake in signing-off
the EA as done. The EA got modified,
with some shpulgtions from the PMYT
inpuf, and approved without further
analysis {n0 additional Environmenis!
impact documentation was madel
Two commercial oaving  adveniume
groups are now selting up shop o be.
gin tours in 1586,

BiM will receive a percentage of
their income,  Aclion on the pay-for-
cave permits propesal was postponed
uniit further analysis, as reporfed in
mintes of the BLM/PMT meeting in
Lingoin, NM on September 23, 1008,

THE MEETING

On Saturday, January 13, after the
government went back to work follow-
ing the partial shutdown (not much
saving was done in NM in late Decem-
berly, we again met with BLM, in Carls-
bad, NM, David Jagrow, NES
conservation chairman, ran the meet-
ing.

The question of liability of the BLM
to tort lgation was discussad,

Vave Jagnow proviged documenia-
tinn from b legal sources who are
cavers which ssizblishes some gues-
tiong apout whether the Bil/ederal

govemment will incranse thelr expo-
sufe o Bwsuils should thers be an so-
cidend Iy which 8 caver has pad for a
parmil. This mformation was provided
1 BLM so thal thelr sllomeys gan
shxly this further,

Altemnative proposals 1o the prop-
posed fee program [see Federal Reg-
ister of Jan, 1%, 19851 were rovealsd
1 the BLM by the PMT. We have not
contnued o fight the fee-reguests on
wincipal giong; the pending devasia.
tion of programs in many of our
resource-nmnagament  agencies {na-
tional parks, forest service, BLM) is g
given, with the costcutting policies of
many of the freshmen congressmen
right now. With that said, the pro-
posed fsas far caving should be as un-
abtrusive as poessible and reasonabie
0 al users of the resourees. The
ravenues  doquired from cavers
{mayba $5,00047) would go back into
e resoures, for gates, volunieer
work programs, snd administration of
cave proechion and monitoring,  We
could not alfow BLM o establish a pro-
gram which gliengted the many volun-
mers who work in these poves  In
1984 this work amounied o o value
over $100,000 v the BLM. This would
ve g less of overal value 1 the Bx-
pavers, and most importantly, of pro-
foction and conservation of the cove
FESOUILES.

Tom Madison of Cave Ressarch
Foundation {CRF} proposed Altema-
tive B which would establish an annual
permil, much Eke a fishipg ficense or a
national parks Golden-agle passport.
in this fashion, the BLM waould stili col-
lect funds, but the penalty on regional
cavers who enter the caves more often
would be balanced with other permit
helders,

The BLM agreed to ook further into
this, and manager Lestie Cone
seamed more receptive o the des
ihagi in the prior meeting.

David Jagnow propoesed Alternative
O which would esiabliish a donation
mrogram much in the fashion that Jemry
Trout of the Forest Service I Arzona
has in place. Galed caves would e
gulre a2 deposit &y the key, and 3
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and a UTM Grnd Reader (see ilustra-
tion). Tha coordinate system used was
the Unbeersal Transvorse Mercator
Grid {UTM} Coordinales were gener-
ated ysing the UTHM Ond Reader and
L8488 1:24,000 seapls maps which
had been prepared with the UTM grid.
Since he surpose of this ariticle s nat
i instruct the seader i the use of 5PS
it 1o report on how tworked for me, |
won't go into o detalled desoription of
the UTM system and how o use it For
those who desie g mere in-depth ex-
planadon. | recommersd the book, A
Comprabensive Guide 1o Land Navige-
fion wath GPE, writlerr by Nosl [
Haichkiss ardd published by Alexis
Publishing.”

The first trial involved navigating to
an unnamed cave 1.1 kilometers from

the starding poist. The compass bear-
ing to the cave was provided by the
GPE recelver and set on the Siva
compass. We walked toward the ¢ave
using ierrsin association and adiusting
the compass sefting by the GPS e
ceivar, The distance indicator {in Incre-
ments of tenths of 3 kilometer} zeroed
al 25-30 melers from the cove. By
sontinuing on the last good compass
hearing we bund the cave with lidle
troiubie; irave! ime was about 30 min-
utes. The receiver racked well through
a grove of 25-30 meter pines on the
way & tha cave buf lost its lock in the
same logation on the relumn. I tracked
surprisingly well against sheer rock
walls with overhanging junipers.

For trial #2 we navigated to Hidden
Spring Cave from a point 700 meters

distant; travel time was about 20 mire
utes, As we drew near o the cave we
began o rely mors on farrain associs-
tion and negected to nole the e
ceivers zem point and last compass
bearing. The unit tracked wsll sven
when passing through pines and juni-
pars and descending info a 300 font
deep draw.

Untike the othars, bial 43 didnt in-
volve navigating o 2 speciio point. In-
stoad, we hiked through Merald Hollow
gearching for a cave at @n unknown o
cation. The receiver had rouble main-
laining a lock among deciluous rees
negr ihe upper end of the hollow and
in danse ping groves. Since only four
sateliites appsarsd on the salslie
status screen (68 i typicaly its not
surprising that reception was sporadic,
The systern was stil useful for verify.
ing a location when reception was
good,

The final trial was probably the best
test of the capabilities of GPS. 1 misi-
dentified the starting point and hastily
neglected to verify it with the LUTM Grid
Reader and GRS receiver. For the
cthar tasts involving movement o a
speciiic ncalion we used roules that
went more or less directly towarnd the
chbjective. | chase such a route for this
one also but failed to foliow & We nad
fraveled about 400 metars when the
steady eastward swing of e dis-
playad compass baaring fold me that
we weren' b the draw | had intended
o follow, We corrected our sotrse and
headed over the spur o onr gast
From the crest of the spur | could ses
the saddie below which the cave lay
beyond a larger draw. The GPS re
ceiver and ComMpass were now pointing
direcily af it. When we dropped into the
draw the ling of sight was obscurad by
tergain and heavy vegelation GPS
proved valuable here for mainizining
thee proper heading. The distance indi-
cator reroed about 7O meters from the
enfrance bul, as before, by following
the last good baaring | walked right 1o
the cave.

These field {ests taught me some
things and confirmed some things that
| already suspected, They confirmesd
my balief that GPS is a usehs tool for



space on he permit would sliw ane to
check and give the deposit to the
agency 3% 8 donation t¢ mpirdain the
Cave resoures.

it was uncoversd that the BLM may
see up to 17% of this income taken 1o
cover administrative overbiead,

An Alternative D would probably
prevent this - establishment of sepa-
rate “friends of caves" umbrelia groups
to take the money and put it back into
the cave resources. This program ac-
twally reduces the amaunt of govern.

ment  interaction  and  oost and
ancourages maore  volunteerigrn o
manage theses resoyces,

Other tapics of the meelng in
ciuded an explanation by Leslie Cone
of the setilement action between BLM
and Yates Energy. Yales selfling with
BLM for §$ to recover from the taling
of drilling leases In the Dark Canyon
area northwest of Carisbad Coverns
Natiohal Park.

It was announced at the mesting
that there is no announcerment yet,

Bacause action is sl pending by
lawyers in the govemnment and the
oilflgas company, nothing can be re-
vealed about the setlement condi-
tions. Two significant things were said
by Cone: 1) The NM BLM state office
is handling the settlernent, not Roswall
2} Misinformation by cavers has rmud-
died the ssue and craated grief with
the ol company and BLM (referring 1o
aur written comments, newsletter re-
poris and editorials, and words on the
internat). We were assured that s
soon g it was a done doal, & public
announcernent would be made to us.

A discussion on the sxpired Cave
Managemeni Agreement between
NGSS/GWR and the BLM of New Meox.
oo ensued. This agresment, under the
MOU between NSS and US Depard.
ment of interior, neads 10 be renewsd,
and perhaps changsd to reflect the
new systems of communication, defini-
tions, statermient of purpose, between
us and the BLM. Overall, we agreed
that we want fo keep lines of communi
cation open betwesn us, that the situa-
tion of 1895 was not a goad thing, that
somehow we must work together.

This author hopes that the BLM is sin-
care in their inferest now. Time will
iz 1)

Other actions discussed were an
EA on a potential dig permit in Ft
Stanton Cave, confinuaticn of the Big
Manhote dig project, and an EA on
continuing fo allow National Ouidoor
Leadership School (NOLS) to train in
some NM caves. A new color bro-
chure put out by NOLS and the De-
partmeant of Interior agencies was
shown. It is on caver responsibilities
and cave ethics in the caves on public
[ands in the US. | will be sent to 15
guesiers of permits in the future,

FIMAL ANALYSIS

The BEM appears fo have backed
off in their hard-Ene stances on the
permit proposal.  They appesr © be
rying to oooperale more with the vol-
untesrs and cavers. This Is sspecially
avident from Lesiie Cone, the hand-ine
manager who has stood firm on what
she hag decided, whether it was sensi-
bl for the caves or the cavers. Could
there be pressure from our lelters ©
Upper managemsant, to Congress, and
in Our newslatlers and other forums?

We will continue to tight trendy pro-
grams which can hurt cave resources
ard volunteerism in New Mexico, all to
halp somecne up the bureaucratic lad-
der. Wae can be a mode! for other in-
teractions with the federalas. Can we
turr things arouad?  Are reiationships
improved from  six months  ago?
Again, only fime will tell if the BLM
proves o be sincere in listening fo us
and working with the many volunteers
and representatives of the NS§, SWR,
GRF, and other groups. 'm optinistic;
things certainly smelfed better last Sat
urday in Cardshad,

The next mestng is ‘entatively
sthedyled for Ssturday, March 9, in
Alarogarde, NM,  We weicome any
vomments or suggestions, or atten-
tance at thess meetings.

{kifitors Note:  Donna Mosesman
requesied and received a copy of the
paciet of information required for com-
mercial outfitters, It includad the Envi-
ronmental Assessment study,
comments to and changes resulting

fFom public hegrings on the EA ihe
Commercial Cave Guiding Cparational
Fign for Ft Stonton and Crocketts
Cave, the Special Recreational Permit
for Commercial Use, and the two
avalyation forms that must be periodl-
cafly fillsd out.  The information is quite
interesting, and | for ane am curious
just how tight the commercial outfitters
will hold paying clients to some of the
stiptdations {(non-marring soled shoes,
the removal of all human waste and
unine, efe} There was far loo mich
info to publish bere, buf everyone is
encouraged 1 et and read a copy
thamselvas }

Caves Featured in
National Geographic
Again

With thelr trademarked guality, Na-
Hongl Geographiz has once  agan
delved underground,

The February 1988 gover story fea-
lires 4 pictorial into a series of ice
cavas. What makes these ice caves
speciai is that they are 300 feet into
slowly crawling glaciers. Most of them
are In (near}) Greenland while others
are in Moreno Glacier on Lake Argen-
ting, Patagtnia,

Even mare amazing are the ones
that teature giacier cave divers. That's
right, cave diving in a glacier. {And |
thaught Bave Mithollan was crazy.}

Well, sinoe Nafional Geograpiic is
nat available on newsstands, you'll find
me next monh at Half Price Books
cruising through ihelr used magszine
racks,

Last Months Puzzles

Since 1) we're gut of room, and 2}
no one turned 0 @ set of answers (Cor-
rect or not} for the Texag Cave Scram-
bia, the answers will not he postad this
month. i you think you got them all. or
at least most, send me a set of your
answars. The name of the person with
the most right will be given credit.



Calendar Of Eventis

Feh 10-11, 1996, Robber Baron's, Whirlpool, Lost Qasis. Contact Donna Anderson, (817) 870-2279
Feh 10, 1888, Honey Creek. Contact Mark Minion

Mar, 2-3, 1986, McKittrick Hilt. Contact Liz Lightfoot, (815) 9486711

Apr, 6-7, 1996, Buffalo River Caving. Cobtact Johin Langevin, {8173 824-1819

Aug. 349, 1996, NSS Convention, Salida, Colorado. Condact Skip Withrow, {(303) 683-0887.



