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SMITTLE CAVE, MISSOURI

A time exposure. by Dale Ellison
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August Meeting

rent this month. The Maverick Grotto wil meet at wet and wWi-
‘s program will be to have fun and get wet. Directions, for
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., left into Wet and Wild. Wet and Wild is directly acrcss
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o cfficials unverlaed a
inspecticon 3ystem on
=rnaticnal bridges
i low-tech enforcement
©, and steel spikes
wiil flatcen your
14 pe operating at
dges across the Rio
Scolidaricy north of
latamcros within £wo
toms official saird.
at all U.S. Mexico
. "We put the tire-
£ the lane, so
3¢ 2 a mistake. If yocu
ol , 1t'3 because you
15551 said Carlos Aguilar
1e xican Customs here.
€ ve Of the computer-
o tan = <ount and analyze
! 1ng traffic, =xclusive of commerc:ial
freighrt, said Jarlios Escalante Rangel, an
engineer with Tecnnitrade S.A. de C.V., a
Mexico Citv-based company that 1s
installing tihe system here. "The basis
for the project 1s information. The
government cannot make policy decisions
about tridges and highways; without
ntormation, ' Escalante said. When a
southbound zthvTe anters the Mexican
primary inspecticen area, it will trip
nidden sensors and an electronic scale,
he said. "The computer will record the
iz date. time, numpber o©of axles, weight,
ana whetgnsry e vehicle received a red
£ or green light £or secondary
Toion Escalante said.
e the data are useful for
sticirans with the Mexican Treasury
tment 1in Mexico City, with which the
computer wlil maintain constant
~lite gommunication, the rub - or the
a o4 o who carry more than

[NV

v deciars Lies with the lights.

rarf:c lanes feature a signaling

1¢e thaz Locks like a nermal traffic
Light A cComputer-generated. random
s2leTtion da2termines whether a vehicle
jgers a green light and is sent on its way
atter primary :nsSpecticon by a Mexican
Fiscal Police ctfficial. If the light 1is
red, a toligate drops acrossgs the lane and
a set of spikes pops up from a steel
rlate embedded 1in the pavement, forcing
the driver tc turn into the secondary lot
sc that officials can take a closer look
at tne wvehicle and 1ts occupants. The

AR TAPPED TO IVSPECT MO;OR 5TS AT LAREDCQ

,oTung o 1592
FugooaL Fo CoTnEs AT L sz
zate, ret rhe splixes, and g7 Tl
the next cle .

Aguiliar d several bell LT oE
will protect those who make
mistakes with the system and
the waiting spixes. An alarm
a red light turns up, Aguilar

co 1. go off peto

TS te and tire 3p

s 1d the system
ombina naticna
Mexican ne indu
computer ; ese, wi
toligate and che tire-punch
American. “"The Tomputers ha
premium quality to survivre
2f heat and cold found 1
environment . But the sof
Getermines how everytihln
crigilnates 120 percent 1
said.

Workers kegan instal
between Nuevo Laredo ar
March, Aguilar said. B
in Mexico City decided
system here because this
border's largest and busz
point.

Test runs earlier this
2 few bugs and introduced
to the new system, offic:
Tuesday, a pickup tr
primary inspecticn a
dent when a tollgate
at the wrong time, a
officer said.

Laredo cabdriver Gu
said it was to0 early S
thought about the system. e
not know how it 1s gcing £o wo
carry fares over, we always ha
checked out anyway," Alvarez s
if the system delays the cross
said: "Then we will know wheth
going to complain.”

=
[}
iy
[

k3

v ot (D
b
[ORNOR
Wul e
= (Do
3
o]

Moo
D )
0 ws

3
n a

1 th

@b e YD
& <
ot i

L Oe 0w

a1
(ORI i e
b= b (B

() b i

=
[0}
v
4]
{1
G

‘
T R
T W
1
Q

e

i
Yy wnaT o2
L !

jes]

.
-
<
E
2om 3
¢t T
2
1O

w d WG D

L
N2

Whatever the time required, that 13
cost of modernizing Mexico, said a Fis:
Police officer who reguested anonymity

"You have to remember that this :s5 a3
crossing between two countries. Uur
is not only to wave people through

to enforce laws against smugglin
we are doing makes us more like
officials) in the United States,
said.

The new system also will 1include a
closed-circuit video monitoring syst
Aguilar said.




T1IF5 FOR TRAVELERS TO MEXICO
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ST LvE vember 27,1992,
s a list of U.S. embassy,
cnsulate agency locations
meexrs of the mor

La Reforma 305

Peornienta

Jardin

Ciub del Sol

Cancun
Avenue Coba #30, Esg. Nader

Potoesi

San Luis
Venustianc Jarvanza #1430

Oaxaca
icala 201

San Miguel de Allende
Dr. Hernandez, Macias 572

Tampico
Avenue Hidalgec H#200C, Local 4
Veracruz
Victimas del 28 de Junio 5333

Country Desgcription

Mexicc has a rapidly dev
eccenomy . Luxury accommodat
cities and rescrts are wid
Tcur*st facilities 1n mcre
may be limited.
Entry Reguirements

Proof of citizenship is
entry by U.S. citizens. A
vlisa are not reguired for
tourist/transit stay of Y S
tourist card issued by Mexican ccnsulates
and most airlines serving Mexico is
requlred Minors travellug witchout a

valid passport regquire notarized consent
from parent{s) if travelizu : WLLI
one parent or in someone = . cody
For further information con nory
requirements, travelers may the
embassy of Mexico at 1911 Pe vilvania
Avenue NW, Washington, D.

telephone: 202-728-14600, or ne
Mexican consulates in major ies

Medical Facilities

Adeguate medical care can be fcound in
all major cities. Care in more remcte
areas 1is limited. Cholera 1is Hresent in
Mexico. However, visitors who take proper
precautions with food and drink are
rarely at risk. Air pollution in Mexico
City 1is severe, especially from December
to May. Alr pollution plus Mexico City's
high altitude is a particular medical
risk for the elderly and persons with
high blood pressure, anemia, and
respiratory, or cardiac problems. dealth
facilities 1n Mexico City are excellent.
U.S. medical insurance i1s not always
valid outside the U.S. In some cases,
supplementary medical insurance with
specific coverage abroad has proved
helpful. For additional health
informaticn, travelers may contact the
Centers for Disease Control's
internaticnal travelers hotline at ¢
3324559
Crime Information

Street crime is commen. especially in
urban areas. Persons driving on scme
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U.s.
or Mexican
All wvehicular

>ollution. The
o0 the last digitc of
1 r

clate. ({(There i3 no
ze
> > DL below
rasvrctions
1ving 1f license plate
or 6.
riving 1f license plate
or 8
e o driving if license plate
5 or 4,
S driving if license plate
S or 2.
da ng 1f license plate
ands 0.
Satur nday: All vehicles may
ce d e
4130 driving of wehicles with
crary license plates or any other
z tiat do=s not conform with the
2
ging Vehicles into Mexico

, the Government of
uirations governing the
into Mexico. These
t apply to owner-
temporarily {(less that
xi1ce and remaining
one, " approximately 20
f the U.S./Mexico

»
e

4 3D a
D W G0 LI)

ani of Baja California.
‘rters <f vehicles traveling beyond
vee zcone' must present: {I) a
t Tard wvisa; {z), a driver's license
na { copy!; and (3) the vehicle
in 1mporter’'s name. If the
tcr ©of the wvehicle is other than the
ier, tns cperator must have the same
ration status as the importer, and
mpeorter ¢f the vehicle must be
at in the wvehicle at all times while
ceing operared in Mexico.
the akove documents are in order,
remporary vehicle importer has two
ns: (I} post a bond base on the
of the vehicle as determined by

ustom's officials; or (2) make a
statement at the Banco Nacional del

P

\‘
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Hat conding agencies 2n oot oo dws
rhe Mexican rcorider provide the
ser for a fee of up to 1-2 percent oo
the 1cie’'s ralue. A 310 fee 18
red: d and can onliv be paid with a
cre T card (Visa or MasterCard, issuzd
by 4 zank from the importer 5 country i
residence. Cash payments ars ot
accepted. American Express and Diner's
cards are not considered tank cards

All visitors may be asked -—o shcw
vehicle 1mportation documents at any
o These documents must b 1 n
= Mexican Zustoms Cffice
Wl leaving Mexico., Failuve ©2
~1th Mexican laws governing tsm
rmported vehicles can resuib in
cenfigscation and/or fines. I
3 n, vehicle importatic
can be issued by regional =
offices after the importe a
certified document from ti .5 Em
or Consulate attesting tc the 1oss
Additional information <an pe obtained
from the Mexican Embassy c¢r a consulacte

Drug and Firearm Penalties

Penalties for drug and firearm of
are strict, and convicted offenders may
expect lengthy jail sentences and £ 5
A permit from a Mexican consulate :
U.S. 1is required in order to import
firearms or ammunition. Scme Mexican
cities have ordinances prchibiting the
possessicon of knives or anything that
might be construed as a weapon.
Dual Citizenship

U.S. citizens who are aiso
to be Mexican citizens could 2
to compulsory military service and ot
aspects of Mexican law whilie in Mex:ico.
Those who may be affected can inguire ac
a Mexican embassy or consulate to
determine their status. In scme
instances, dual nationality may hamper
U.S. government efforts tc provide
protection abroad.
Tips for Travelers

The Department of State's Pamphlet T
for Travelers to Mexico' is available
the Superintendent ©f Documents, U.S.
Government Printing Qffice, Washington,
D.C. 20402. Useful information on
guarding valuables and protecting
security while traveling outside the U.S.
is provided in the pamphlet, *"A Safe Trip
Abroad, " obtained from the same address.
Registration

Americans who register at the U.S.
Embassy or a U.S. Consulate can obtain
updated information on travel and
security within the country.
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Jonn Lyles - Log Alamcsg, MM
I respgopses oo Tan Zllis' posting abeat
427 flashing bulb. Cne of my caving
s tells nis prank using these
onoun ng electric cavers
Do ne n1s at home, kids, only
vy nor caves, preferably big
Eore “asty crawls.
2 the ~ A3KS you £o pass their
£ Tz the 7 would they take it
or sets 1t down during a break, vou
w theirr lamp applies to the
t2 or Easter Seal wvariety, mavbe a
, alsc, and axochange the bul with
ol t:ashing type Then when they start
: LG withi Lf, 1t f£lashes, and they keep
cumping their helmet and battery pack to
Fi»x Zhe intermitzent prcblem. After a
minute Oor go of this, you can chide them
abcut their "perfect” light. This trick
only works once, and may lead to further
problems in the future.

This is as fun as being leader in a
crawl and passing gas {preferably from
Jisnna sausages) . Are there any other
Sbroxious but otherwise harmless tricks

Ut tchere?
Andy Waddlngton - UK

tu if yvou go for a nice six-egg
h che filling of your choice,
a dozen or so cloves of

: 2.y chopped, and top it all

b then y»u do not need a crawl,
r o be lesader. Any passage less than
Dot 20 0 met will do, as my

7 1 a to OFD III several

near the air intake

S LY
narging their bottles
un. but since divers breathe
Sh The:ir mouths, 1t is not as
coive as vou would hope.
:ld egg-in-the-bottom-of-the-caving-
trick 1s usually fun, but 1f your
im 15 uncbservant enough, it is even
2r 1n their wetsuit sock, or for
s, i1in their dr‘ suit foot.
eaking of eggs, there are various
aticns where it is in order to
2xchange people's hard-boiled eggs for

caw

cnes, and vice versa. Bleary-eyed
cavers ccming down to fry breakfast eggs
become very nonplussed when the hard
white bounces off their pan.

'ye tracers in various drinks are good.
ghh rhodamine B zhould be avoided,
e 1t 1s carcin cgehlb. Flucrescein
gr 18 gocd 1f you can find a drink in
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e moush.
o Lo the
of entrance pitches is bound to
fun when cavers arrive ankle des
putrescent remains. Yorxkshire fa
lowve thnis trick. They deo it all

There are wvarious practical 1o DA
plaved on people who ars us:ing
explesives, but since they are . .
result i1n heart atzacks, or at
sense of humcr failure, I nad b T
go into them here.

A1l vou ased is an evil mind, an
spportunities will appear at every
cerner. You also need ©o ke praepa:x Doz
retaliation in kind!

Greg Springer - Morgantown, WV

John Lyles suggested 3 fun L:1:cC
TOo make enemies out of r2nds. I
another. However, this 3
{it can only be done du 3
Here 1s what you need: YA smal
under 20 feet deep; (2) 20 or mor
of preferably dry leaves; and -3

rope.
Take your sucker on a "ridgeswali
stumble across a "little pit vyou

weeks agoe." Explain hew 1t «~as 4
climb down, and it locked like a g
might go off under cne wall. In real

I
tom hole no:

1t is your dead-bct w £

within a few feet cf the surface

leaves! The sucker climbs i1n and promg
sinks (gently) for 10 feet through the
leaves. It is a rict. However, make sursa

they are not wearing carkide or thevy
could be burned to death. The rope :1s5 ==
help them out if they need assistancs.
I might add that a certain large
surveyed some years ago was entered v
23-foot pit. The pic was a natural le:
trap, and it was quite funny to watoh
first-timers land in the leaves anc
struggle for hard ground. Eventually,

L

[SUR S|

-7
they would begin to rcll dewn the 10-£cot
slope below the landing point with a huge
cascade of leaves. I learned to simply
kick the pile down before landing «but L
never shared that info lest my
entertainment cease) .

Any more tricks out there? If you like
mine, I c¢an tell you of a nice little p:it

to use near Sharps Cave in Pocahontas
County, WV.
Mat Wood - UK

It has been a little while since I
posted anything, but I could not resist
John Lyles' requests for descripticns of
nasty trickst In a frequently visited
cave near us, called Swildon s Hole,
there is a very short sump (oOnly apcurt
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NSS Election

have put together

Fo maxe the
more

a copy of the
Feel free to

blem in the NSS today.
ption that the NSS no

3 the 1deas and needs of
There 15 a feeling that
2rnors (ROG) has lost

3 trom gridlock. You can
this feeling everywhere.
examplile 1s the way the BOG
¢s the Congress of Grottos
13 the most representative

~“he Bcard of

25 the votes and

nhe COG seriously.

m 1S that the NSS has
Yy in the last few

e a relatively small

re £ O

ilke-minded cavers has grown

a diverse organisation with many

rent philosophies and goals. It is

irbu4a. cssible for the BOG to

in tou the needs of the

rship.

way to s2lve this problem is to
sange th the BCG is elected. The

¢t @
£
o
o

p! hat rzally makes sense is to
2lect BCG members by region. There are
severai advantages in doing it this way.
v T you might actually have a chance
> nowing the person you are electing.

s nd: the Govemcr vou are electing

d actually know the goals, needs, and

Reform
problems of your

Cka how do
Firstc L
chano s
“hawy N
1981
studi
rapres entaCLOn, sl
cthe idea.

The best way Lo
througn a constitu
relatively sasy to
constitution. Artic
Constitution says:

Amendments to rhis (Congriturics mar -s
proposed by either z
Governors or by petition of five
of the regular or higher memb:
the Society. Proposed amendm
mailad to all regular or Aai
of the Society. Amendments
adopted by a two-thirds favora
all ballots returned with:n nin
of the mailing

Basically, what we have %o do :s
present a petition to the N8S with
percent of the membership signing.
are appreximately 1¢,000 members of
Scciety, so five percent i3 apcut =
signatureg. It should be relilatively =2asy
to get the needed signatures. After
presenting the required number ©
signatures, the NS§& is constitutional
required to mail out ballots and 1:
a vote on the isgsue.

Presented on the next page are two
propcsed constituticonal amendments that.
(1) change the way =2lections are

E%
..\(D

(o8
L B A €Y

C«Lr\ ok

conducted; (2) empowers the COG; and 13
changes the structure of the Board IE
you agree with the idea of changing the
way BOG members are elected, please 1gn

3
the enclosed petition and return 1t to
the specified address. Remember, you m
be a regular or higher member of the N
Feel free to photocopy this letter and
the petition and give it te anyone £ls
who is 1nterested in signing.

Committee for NSS Election Reform.
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who may vote to break tie only.

AMENDMENT II

210
NSS Number:
Date Join=d NSS
AMENDMENTS TO THE NSS CONSTITUTION
AMENDMENT I
of Governors shall be elected from not less than
Pphlc electoral d¢str¢cts Two directors shall pe el=c
rict. Each director must be a resident of that discrct.
ricts shall ke established in the bylaws and a gosd fa
made to create districts that are equitabla in ﬂumbe g
Qr?Suﬂf members with shared interests and identificat:
ari=zgs of electoral districts shall be reviewed from fime
ted to compensate for changes in the geographic distrbuticn

shall not be voting members of the Board of Governors except

[§9]

of the Congress of Grottos passed by a twoe-third vote shall
of che bylaws of the N8S. Such resclutions must be
Internal Organizations at least 120 days before the meetinc
¢f Grottos.
utions must be clearly identified as bylaw changes and must
in intent during Congress of Grottos deliberations

should be returned to:

NS5 Election Reform.




e —

o

o

i

ot

\\\\ f‘u
e o e Y Z &
ﬁ%r e D
e e | o
AR o “....:j»i.; iﬁlxiﬁ.!’a& e e E O
- Q. i
€ 4}
R S
3.
G f
‘\:).Zf.!s.w..m /.ri il:.’i.,&fir e e s e e g T !sxf..‘\-\zu.fs..ﬂ!!\«





