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Copyright ¢ 1991, by THE MAVERICK GROTTO

THE MAVERICX BULL i3 the monthly newsletter of THE MAVERICKE GROTTO, =n
internal organization of the National Bpeleological Bociety (NBE <-
322). The editor invites all individuale and other grottos to subm t
articleeE, news, maps, cartoons, art, and photographs. If the mater il
if tobe returned, a self-addressed, stamped enveliope Bhould accom ny
it, Internal organitetions of the National Spalsological Bociety ¥
reprint any item {unleas ¢copyrights bpelong to the author, ag wWill a
stated in the by-line) firet appearing in E MAVERI CK BULL, 1§ pr- ar
credit iB given and & camcplet.e coEy of the publication is dqiivere Lo
the editor of THE MAVERICK BULL at the time ¢of the publication., 0Ot er
organizations should Centhct the editor at the addrese herein.

1 THE MAYERICK GROTTOQ, will exchange newsletters witlh wther

TOo o8 . entact the editor.

COMPLI MENTARY !E!l%laEIIEBS: THE MAYERICK GROTTO will provide
compiimentary newsletters to peprsonse orf arganizations who provide cave
accesEB (i.e. lendowners) or otherwise provide egsisgtance Lo cavers.
THE MAVERICEK GROTTO will also provide three free issues to personsg
interested in becoming mendbersE. i
MEMBERSHIP POLICY: Any individual with interssetse, beliefn, and actions
consistent Wwith the purposes of THE MAYERICK GROTTO and the National
Speleclogical Bocioty is eligidle Eor membership, Accegtanca of new
members 15 based on payment of dues and a maendatory three trip
requirement with at least three differant grotto memhers. These Lhree
members ghall &ac¢t as sponsors. At least one sponser must attend the
meeting at which the membership votea ie taken, A twoe-thirds magority
vote of the members present will be required for acceptance.
gEET!HGS: Maatings are held the pecond Tuesday of sach monith, at

1B8, 5300 Eagt Lancester, Fort Worth. Tt 18 & little less
than ¢ene mile wesat 0f Loop 820 and pnext door to s K-MART. Tha time is
7:00 p.m,, and the food i good. s -

1

GROTTO QFFICERS:

CHAIRMAN: Dale Elliscon
1208 Dan Gould R4.
Arlington, TX . 76017
(817) 473-0463

VICE-CHAIRMAN: Bruce Anderscn T T
504 Kimbrough '
Ft. Worth, TX 76108
(817) 246-6313

TREASURER: Jimmy Thomas
3705 Bluebonnet Cirecle
Weatherford, TX 76087

(817) 5899-8278 . LIBRARY: Support your Grotto
: Library. Russell Hill
will be accepting
boocks, magazine
articles on cave
o related topics, copies
of homemade cave
= videos, etc. for our
library. We wish to
thank Rusaell for his
efforts each month to
bring and set up the
Grotto Library.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

AUGUST 16, 17 & 18; Survey/Cleanup trip to River Styx.
Lubbock folks to meet us there. Possible dig to re-
open Styx Drain Cave. Likely, Saturday night party!!!

AUGUST 9,10 & 11; Whirlpool Cave in Austin. Dig, cleanup
and PARTY!!!

TRAIL TIPS
BY: CLOSET MOUNTAIN MAN

CARING FOR YOUR TENT

To wash your tent, use a mild soap {(flakes or liquid
are best)} and hand wash; rinse throughly. Don't machine
dry your tent, but instead allow it to air dry. Always be
sure that your tent is sufficiantly dry before storing.
NEVER store a damp tent or it will mildew. Never spray
insect repellent on your tent. These basic precautions will
help increase the life of your tent.

ZIPPER CARE AND REPAIR

As the only moving part of a pack or tent, the zipper
is usually the first part to wear out. A zipper's life span
.can be lengthened by ovcecasional lupflication with siilcone
or beeswax. The most common zipper failure results in the
zipper separating behind the slider when zipped closed.
Usually this means that the channels of the slider have
worn from use and will no longer mate the two coil halves.
this eventually happens to all zippers. You can usually
repailr the zipper temporarily by gently sgueezing the "wings"
of the siider with pliers so that it grabs the zipper coil
again.
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AUGUST MEETING PROGRAM
Bruce Anderson has contacted Bert Grantges to give

a presentation on bats. Bert will be bringing some living
bats for us to see. Be there or be squarel!l!l!l

- , - - ~
To DAL
HAPP\[ BIRTHDAY .'

FRom  DALE.



Polish Cave Story
by Rafal Kedzierski

The June trip te Colorado Bend State Park was the last o
the season, and il was time for barbecue and discussion abou
Lhe work done in the park. One topic especially stood out -
FPolish Cave, the most vertically challenging and most promi ng
cave in the park. Even though the cave was discovered in M :h
of this year, 5 survey outings and several exploration tri
were organized. The detailed results of the whole effart will
be published in Texas Caver by Pat Geery, surveyor-in-chief,
and by me. For now, I hope, this short report will do.

The story of Polish Cave reaches back to February of this
year, when Donna Anderson led Don Denton, Wojciech Kedzierski,
and me to Gorman Creek Crevice. Upon exiting the cave late
that night, everybody except Donna expressed his lack of abi-
1ity to move without painful sensation, and Wojciech and I
decided to look for bigger caves.

The March Lrip to the park gave us such an opportunity.

On Saturday morning, Wojciech located a small sinkhole in 4
streambed adjacenlk to the park road above Big Gorman Cave. We
hoth removed some rocks and in a short time there was just

enough space for me to squeeze through. I saw a walking passage
heading toward the lip of a pit, and that was only the beginning.

In the following months, the cave. was extended to 164 feet
in depth, becoming the deepest in the park and the third deepest
in the county. Cavers from around the state explored and sur-
veyed cave's 4 levels and 3 pits ( 25, 60, and 43 feet deep ).
The biggest surprise was neither good air nor impressive size,
but wonderful living formations - anything from simple stalag-
mites, soda straws, draperies to helicities, frostwork, and
even bhoxwork! There was so much work at the higher levels that
the lasl pit was entered only by Butch Fralia, whe reporled
possible lcads at the bottom.

The cave is already a caver's dream come true, but T hope
there is more to come. Polish Cave appears to be located on the
same fault as Big Gorman Cave whose sumps head in the direction
of Polish Cave. Who knows, someday cavers might survey in stream
passages below Polish Cave; but even if the cave does not go,
there is still plenty to enjoy in Polish Cave.

Sa, see ya'll in the park ncxt season!



TEABS STATE PORMS: WHY BOTHER?
by Butch Fralia

In working with Texas Parks and Wildlife projects, I've
been asked; Why Bother? 1've heard people speak oh how Texas
cavers are mistreated and used by Parks and Wildlife, how
welre fixing to get thrown off/out of Parks, etc. With ail
these regatives, Why Bother?

First, 1 believe it's worth the bother and the main
reason for being invelved in Park Projects isy IT?B Fimrs!
Lets's keep it that way, for oy part, swhen it's mo longer
fun, it isn't worth the effort. Bs an organization {754 or
Brotto) we are not professionals regardless of what our ego

tells us. Many cavers have professional expertise which :
provides a valuable contribution to the effort, Me are not
ard  wiil not be paid for what we do =0 we are not

professionals?

Many people enjoy the park projects.
up the pames and hours of people who've been involved in
Colorade Bend this year {not including Earth Day) and
discovered 1,763 volunteer hours from people who apparently
enjoy project activities {list following this article).
downplay that 1'm showing the largest number of hours, 1 sust
point out that 1 have included ay total hours on and off
park. Heith Heuss for instance has more time involved than 1
because he does final formatting of reports and he's entering
all the burface Survey data on his computer through SMAPS.
Terry Holsinper enters survey data on Keith's computer and
puts in more than the hours shown,
the liason between ISA and Parks, Rafal amd Mojoeich
Hedzigrski have spent a lot of time off park with notes,
research, maps, etc. H

I’ve just tallyed |

Te

fidditionally Terry is now

don't have any way of getting off -

park hours for these gpeople but their tipe on and ofF the .

park 1s appreciable.

A number of people who freguent Colorado Bend wera
present at Hill Country State Natura]l Arez Wemnriz] Day
ueek:nd to finish sowe work left hanging from a past project
or two.
still work to be done at sowe future time
accomplishment was fun enjoyed by cavers
alike. To help assyre the
staff roasted a wild pig for us,

A number of cavers worked at Colorado Bend during the
Earth Day festivities. This wasn’t an official work project
though it was held in conjunction with Cavers and Parks.
Cavers provided video tapes, made speeches on cave ecoloqy,
hydrology, the History of Gorman Falls and sponsored tours
for the public in Borman Cave, the first ard only time it's
been officially open to the Public in about 9 years. Rt this
event, Texas Cavers were presented an award for their
volunteer efforts on behalf of the park.

A lot of people enjoy making a contribution to a worth
while project. They enjoy espanding their ego mith the
thrill of firding a new cave, They enjoy expanding their Bgo
in being the First explorer and possihly naming it. Nany
pecple enjoy studying the geology, or hyrdrolegy, or biology
of rcaves and Lolorado Bend offers a large nusmber of caves for
any of these purposes, There are many reasons as there are
caving activity to explain peoples involvement.

My personal involvement with Park activity cawe soweshat
by accident in Y87 when the early Borman Falls trips were
on. At that time, a different Brotto had the park every
month, The Maverick Brotto didn’t have a month and when 1
tried to get onre set up, 1 was informed it wasn’t possible.
There was a remote possibility of getting a "Few* people in
with ancther Brotto. 1 was specifically told, the people
responsible fer reporting the trips hadn't fulfilled their
FETﬂonsibility and fustin was taking a dim view of those

olks,

This was a rough period for Jexas Cavers, This was the
year of the Spring Convention at Cave Without a Name. There
seemed  to be  little organiration to  anything, the
netification of time and piace for the convention came about
three days before time and reedless {o say, the turn out was
small. The only "sure* thing in Texas Laving at that time
was Uld Tiwers, The Maverick Brotto had just been formes amd

"fun" of this event, the Park

In three days a lot was accompiished ard there is -
The main :
and park staff

we were tryipg to be recognized as an entity. In October
t87, a big “mork trip" to Kickapoo Lavern State Park {Eite}
was announced; about a wonth and a half ip agvance allocwing
time {o'make arvangements to oo and te psyche yourself vp for
the long drive. Maverick Cavers, and North Tewas Cavers were

well represented. In all, 150 cavers attended from across
Texas and New Mexico.
At Rickapoo, 1 was approached about involving myself in

the Gorsan Falls Project. It was located to be attended
easily by Morith Texas Lavers, the State had just purchaseg
the leson's Ranch and the property had grown by 4,5 acres.
1 accepted the challenge and yet abt that time, 1'd never szen
the property. 1 rever knew about the Bormean trips until they
mere over and I couldn't set up a trip. This seemed an
opportunity for The Maverick Brotto to have egual access to
the property. I wmas encouraged to maintain the status gus
ard have a brotto responsible for the trip for a wonth but it
seewed like time for a change. The what if's began to form,
Hickapog worked well because of advance schedsling and it was
open to everyone. The tolal wembership of a Brotto wouldn't
be interested or able to attend a work trip when it was
available so we decided to establish a seb tise each wonth
for the trip and see what happened,

The first trip under the "new plan® was in MNovember 167,
attended by seven people; six from North Texas and one from
Bustin, It wasn't a booming start but it did set the stage
amd set the ball roliing, The second weekend of each wonth
was chosen as the fixed date for the trip berause it didn't
intefere with any major holidays. Several months pasead
where it was unclear what was the second weshend and there
were two trips the sawe month, ] found it humorcus when

someore had  to define the second weekend of each month.  The
official serond weehend became the weekend with the seeond
saturday. This has now spread to determira the first, third

and forth weekends.

fn  area of conatant discussion involves what work shouid
be done by cavers amd whether that work should constitute
what Parks wants done or what ctavers want dore. This usvally
ends up fo be about 5O/, in doing what Parks wants dore
wich is location and inventory of caves, cavers uysually get
pienty of what they like to do most; explore virgin caves.
Work for a caver is hard to define when work activity on
state parks is about the same as "fun" on other weskends, I
guess it's an activity in which your involved that iz
organized in sope manner. [ have difficulty with the concept
of fun becoming work because it's dore on a state park. Al
every Cave Task Force weeting between Farks and Cavers,
there's a discussion about whether people are having fur.
Some caver always takes the responsibility for assuring Park
representives no ore 1s having fun because everyone is

"working." I've aimays taken this as my cue for a resounding
“bullshit.®  Me have a great deai of fun and provide wsaful
services 1n  informing Parks of therr {ourd assebs, bhath

environmental and recreaticnal.

Whats been accomplished? or an aven better questinn may
be what hare’s been don@? There has been a oreal deal of
public education resulting from this activity and ore of the

most  significant may be the “DOWN UNDER TRXRS, " video
produced by Parks and MWildlife whicth has been wicely
acclaimed, This video airegd on Dallas/Fort Worth FEBES
Thursday, July !, 193i. Jay Jordan, informs us;, the video
won first place in one  of the WSS Photo Salen catecories.
The tape is significant in that it clearly gets the point

arross  that caves are more than just our personal play ground
and it was a joint project beiween Cavers and Parks.

Fnother area of public  eduration  kas been the
opportunity to take GSeoubting Broups, High Schieol Ervups and
in ore crcase a College biology class un a controlled caving
trip. They are allowed to participate in our project hy
Parks as long as the required paperwork is cormpleted.,  GSome
of these people have gone on to other caves or juined caving
organizations. in all cases, they have participated in some
manner in the project. It wight be in rcave cleanup,
ridgesalking, exploration but they had to work frr the
priviledge. It*s unfortunately but there are fow privale



land owiers in Texas who will permit
explore caves on their land,

In three years at Colorado Fend, we've discoversd at
least sisty raves snd rediscovered a goodly rusber of known
vaves wilh forgotien locations. Thare ware 177 caves in San
Gsba County and we recently tagged number 235, All of those
past 177 ara on Colorads Dend. Most of the lorations have
2een surveyed in for an over land map which hopefelly will be
corpleted this suwmer. On accomplishment of this project is
tany  cavers  have learped read instruments and SUPYEY,
Furvaying en the surface is a much easier Job than in a cave,
Cymio owan learn the rorrect  lamd  accurated way to read
irstruyvants and stand erect lite a bined while doing so.
¥any people  {other than the youth  groups) have row
vionced Dolorade Bend a3 thair very first caving irip.

centinues 2 bradition from years past when many pecple
can zay their first caving irip was to Gorman Cave when
charles Melarrin operated Gorman Falls as a Fishing camp,
They've  had  wpportunity  to  associate and lsarn  from
experienced  cavers.  They've been shown the right vay and in
sore cases  the wrong way to attempt somathing. The results
from the wrong  way were signiFicant encugh for neophytes to
realize  ihey  irdeed "shouldn®t™ do whatover was being
Ceponstrated in the warmmer shown. Gince the dewonstrations
wara held by experienced cavers, they had more meaning. It
aizo demonsirated the tag *Bld Timer® comes from a fersons
ebility to gat old quick rather than the time they've spend
in persuit of caving, ke can definitely say many people have
Seen educated,

A large number of friendships have developed during tha
course of the project. I’d never nei Keith Heuss until
Hichapoo which was about ihe time ha came back into caving
after a five year retirement, Ha becama one of the project
leaders of Colorado Pend and one of those on ty 1ist of best
friends.  The Kedzierski's becams regular participants in the
progect and have wet  many people who would melcome thew on
any caving trip, arpwhere.  Through events like the National
Cave Sescue Seminar, formal land owner contacts have besn
race. The cwher of Harrell’s Cave is willing to host cavers
cn his proparty.  People have learned of and been invited to
caving trips they would never have heard of otherwisa,

Theve was  a bine when Parks ang Wildlife saw caves as a
iiasility risk There was serious discussion given to
oringing  in cement trucks to fill the caves, Now they accept
the environmerial significance of caves and are willing to
discuss the possibility of recreational caving on Gtate
Farks, The fact they are no Jonger interested in filling up
caves has mace all the effort to date worth it. Nothing has
core  of recreational caving yet {Dther than the ore cpening
af  Borwand hat at least it's in discussion. The old negative
image of ravers as irresponsible is slomly being overcome and
gash year the worhing relationship becomes hetter. fs long
a5 activity like the Long Horn Cavern cleanup and Colorado
fard can Se considered by thes a success story, the future
can only lcok better. There is legisiation in the works for
Jarks  and Wildlife bo assume $100,000 in liability protection
Far wvolunteers and they are more open to assisting with
eguipment for projects.

Who mows wiat  the future will brirg, there are mo
sLarantees, At any time, a private landowner can becowe
cizarchanted  with cavers and a cave can be closed, Just as
ene robten potatce can ruin the whole bag, one caver can do
in 3he ahols romsunity.  In the seantiza, 1711 continue to
enjoy the projects and have fun. 1'1] continue to feel there
i3 reason fo bother and thal accomplishrenis are beirg sade.
if at sometipe in the future, you go to a State Park, fill
oubt A release bu ge caving recreationally {just as rock
clizbers o nowl, remember to ask me then, WHY BOTHER?

srouting groups to
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15SG/51 COLORACD FEND ATTENDEES

Joug Bllen Tripst 1, Brs: 18,5
Iruce Anderson Tripss 3, Hrs: 3.5
Donra Emderson Trips: 3, Frs: 3.5
Fria firder zun Trips: 3, Hrs: 24,0
Yike Ancereon Trips: 3, Hrs: 24.0

Cathey Berkeley
Don Broussard
Mike Bromn
Brian Burton
Fage [alloway
Clay Chambers
Cathy Chauvin
Larry Chy
1llona Chu
Phillip Collins
Verenica Davila
Nyla Dennis

Don Danton

Ed Devine
Marchall £lliot
Dale Fllizon
Jernifer Falk
Debbie Flanagan
Nina Fosgren
Butch Fralia
Pat Beery
Cynthia Brant
Sheila Hartman
firlere Heintz
Few)amin Heuss

Christopher Heuss

Heith Heuss

Tom Haler

Terry Holsinger
Rlvis Hill
firlere Hinojosa
Jog Ivey

Jay lJordan

Rafal Hedzierski

Woiciech Hedziarski
Jennifer Herslund

Travis Kinchens
Sheila Hnight
Alicia Little
Dave Mcllung
Yarla McNutt
Amy Mercer
Bane Might
Cereva Eight
Helly Pight
Sharah Mitchell
Dave Rilhellin
Luis Y. Morera
A1 len Moore
Bary Moss

Bary Nealey
fiob Obele

Him Dbele

Will Obele
Yenneth O111fFF
Litby Overhoit
Maren Padillo
Linds Pallit
Scott Panreli
Beuglas Parrish
Jals Fatas

¥ark Porter
“am Porter

Ran Ralph

Danny Bherrog
¥ary Speece

Sox Steele
Javier Trevina
Tracy Van Eps
Tanya Villaveva
Jog willioms
Vicki Williams
Jim Wolfe

Ed Young
Jaanre Young

Trips:
Trips:
Tripss
Trips:
Tripss:
Trips:
Tripss
Trips:
Tripss
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Tripse
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Tripss
Trips:
Trips:
rips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips;
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Tripss
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Tripss
Tripss
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Irips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Trips:
Total
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SUSAN PENNEY and CHUCK CILUCK
Post Office Box 1475
Alpine, Texas 79831

{915) 837-5249

June 27, 1991

Dale Ellison, Chairman
1208 Dan Gould Road
Arlington, Texas 76017

Dear Dale:

By copy of this letter, please make note of our new address:

Susan Penney and Chuck Cluck
Post Qffice Box 1475
Alpine, Texas 79831

I also don't recall paying any dues yet this year. Are we
current in this regard? If not, please make a note on our next

newsletter including the amount owed. (Fg ‘?-»-oénm o Mz,,/77/

Chuck finally walked across the stage here at good ol' Ssul
Foss State University about 3 weeks ago. Consequently, he can't
keep a post office box on campus. Chuck graduated with honors;
xnowing that he entered SRSU on scholastlc preobation with a 1.7 GPA
I have an even greater sensation of admiration for his
achievements., We celebrated heartily the afterncon o©f his
graduation at the local lodge, with plenty of beer, food, live
misic, and games (croquet, badminton, etc.) 'til the wee hours of

the morning and continued in a similar fashion for the rest of the
week.

Chuck was (and actually still is) desirous of becoming
employed with a Texas based drilling company, who supposedly will
pay him buckets of money to work for them. The best part of this
job, besides all that money of course, is that Chuck will get time
off (like two-three weeks at a time) between haoles. Did you say,
well so what? Of course you didn't you said hooray Chuck can go
caving with us now. I suppose I should admit that I do get a bit
jealous at times because Chuck's dreams always secem to come lrue.
But, in actuality, 1 am very happy that I can share in his dreams.
Chuck should be hearing back from these guys around the end of the
summer or this fall; so, keep your fingers crossed.

Currently, Chuck has accepted a temporary job offer, through
the University of Texas at Austin, in Emery, Utah. He will
probably be there through November. Should you get an urge, you
can write him at:

Chuck Cluck
General Delivery
Emery, Utah 84522



