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Gretvings to all my caving friends. Dale Ellison here.
I,m BACK. You have been doly warned and have a few momcntw
to finish your paper work, put your shoes on and run avay!
Just tessing as I know belier to publish my mind with s0 few
paying customars. Besides The Bull is a respoectable gglieation.

Dale Ellison opensd the mettiﬁg by minging solo the
r Spangle Banner, Just feasing again, bul i0 ¥oeun vasn,t
r2 vou would have helleved 1t. Graging our meeiing were
two visibtorg, Tracy and Mary. Now that veou have tho first pgeing &
aver with, I hope we all will see you around more often. ¥

rnesh Marker,s soecond weskend on Che Happelliing Course. ;&

¥ 4-%. Course i 25,80, T won,b go into detail about A

at now beceusc 1 give ,ﬁzu £r3 Bruce znd Donna to reproduce &

4 have in bthe na &uaﬂdys&L& this ovent will boe S Wiy,
SYER,

=% cave at Colerade Head State Park at Bend, Texas.

ﬁ? souvered by Wolclesh & Ratfal Tedzierski. They said that

it could be called Polish cave. They stated that they duy on

a gink hole 15 vards (rom the parking lot. Thus far, 169 .

and ¢till going in depth It is on Lhe Fault as Gorman.

he bthe Fditor Lnoer“:*aﬁ , this iz verticls consistiag of

two pils an 85 Feutf®he bobitom iz mudrilled with many ileads,

i’ll-w-t-’s;"k

nice norvidor. They proudly yoporied 80 % Wumidity and 21%
Oxygun. Bivellant work you guys!

Fites of 8pring Party-May 11-12 at the MA W Ranch. As reported
te me, with » straignt face, Hot Pub and Ssuna {Eight Steve?)
Mavericviks budget agrocment with Dfw Grotto is half on Heg
Beer and half of the Falita Meat. Lvery body elce bring =a

dish or fixins of some sort. Call Cave Dave McoClung i1

vou nked help figuring out 1f you need Lo bring scmnething

or aobt and whzt it mighb be.

Joe Giddens also announcad that he now wsars tinted contachs,
Oppe, beasing agaln, It has boen 2 long time since we all sawvw
Joe Giddens in person. He showed up after the sltart of Lhe
meeting. Joe knows how Lo mwake his presents knowy, makes ne
want bo bug his neckl He offered to assist in the production
of the news letter in which T truly do appreciate, but I
personally think it would be too far for you to drive from
Camden, Arkansas each month, Teasin Joe. Good Lo see vou agatin.
Don,% let it be so lonyg next bime.

TSA Spring Regilonal Meeting was April 26-28, 1991.
Colorado Bend State Pagk ~-Hay 10-12, 91, Upntacts are Butoh

Fralia, (817-346-2039; fTerry HEclsinger, (812-4435-7340; ov
Keith Heuss, (512-462.9874.




Vertival Practice Session. Bariton €rogk Cliffs-austin--May
12 or 1%, 1591. My or shoulid i ay, the Srottos copy of the
Dexar Facts . Had at one ﬁzm@ t, high water in the creek
and had to be cencelled. To knaw moere about the oliffs with
an undercut below a highwall, 70 feebt. Contact Oren Tranbarger,
San Antonio area oogde B822-2710 {6} or {area code)-349-G208.

Midnight Cave, May 1991. Contaot Randy Waters {Same A/Q as Gren,
822-3808 office or 212-7729 homs,for more info on whal iz congidored
one of the must highly decorated gaves in Texas. Numbers of Tolks
are limitod.

Scuthvestern Region Regieonal, May 25-27, 1991. Conbtact Linda
BLarr, {(B05-873-2703.

Honey Jronk, May 1981, contact Hurt Monking, 824.72320.

Emarald sink, May 1991, porhaps May 11 or (8. Verticle work.
Its near Langiry west of Del Rio. Frank Hall will he brip leader.
Contact Oren Tranbargoy oY ¥Frank Hall, 312-8489-011%.

There are so many tripg and my flogsrs are rusted so 1,31 just
give vital info.

Gypkag frip, --Readrunner, Mile High, Merritt Ranches, June
1516, 1991, Dave Zelski, BOL-8BL-618E,

Gariasbnad Javerns Rostogpation, Juns 17-21, 1881, Contact hick
Yonters, OCRD Fooraznator, 410y Btallion #oad, Bio Rancho,
New Mexioo, B7124-2326, ((NO5-R802-7370.

Guag Trip, June 18-23, Cren Tranbarger
Powells Cave, June 21-73, Terry Holsinger, S512.445-7340.
New Mexico, Memorial Weekend, Druce Anderson.

Steve Jung has moved to San Antonice , in with his bhrother.
Speaxing frem ail the Maverick gang, we are sad Lo gee you o
aftar o bricef time. Steve gave me his pev adress whoen Arlens
and I was helping him pack., 571 Artemis, San Antonio, Texas 78218.

Well, I guess I,m done for this month. Remember you can still
volunteer Sec/Rditoer servives. Oh, I slmost forgob, the cover
Af this news letter iy a picture of g painting of Bruce dong in
Acrylics by yours truly., Dale. fts my 6th picture. Goeosd huh,

Next month, unless something changes, How Lo get raised relief
ma s é?w&{topo s?zg)ﬁ%@bta hang on the wall, and,...How ip
remove seed ticks with DIUCK TAPE.



Butfercup Creek Cave Revisited
alvis Hill

I[ts Sunday afternoon, sy helmet’s sozking in the sink, and
its real temphing to take a nmap. Bul ne, I've deecided that 1
neadd Lo write this down while I'm still feeling this trip.
The fiaders are tonder and «tiff, but here goecs nothing...

IT dood cavers go to Heaven, 1 have discovered whers Lhe
sibers 9o,

Buttercup Croek Uave,

Laat fall, I described a caving tripg that Bill farson and |
made Lo one of his finds in Williumson o, a noal cave with
picn water passage and an abupndance of delicate soda sihraws.
¥e lurned around ia Zoing passage due to lack of Lime. HSince
then, the cave hag heen dubbod Buatteraoup Creek Cave, It
currently bousts 20008 feet of surveyved passage amd in sUill
going, [Bl13 hagd kept me posted on the pgrogress in the cave,
and pow [ had the spnortunity fo returs wilb him,  He wanted
to push Cho main paswadge, which be sald was partially
chistructed. Tndiastions were that there waw s pit on the
sther side of the ohsbruction, and Loday we hoped to Dind
ot

The trip to the cuve wasz uneventiul., We arrived st the site
and quickly removed the plywood whish concenlsd the enirance.
the squeeze at the bottom of the emtrance pit seemsd sasier
o negotiate this time, alshoengh the slide through "The Yhite
dawg of Death” waus just an challeonging as before. We ands
our way through the twisting, low scrazmble which brought us
to the main water panxage. Sloshing theough the stoucowalk,
we found purselves in anywhere fromp two bo four fesbt of
water, which szemed stranegesly warmer thuan last summer. We
moved through walking passage, and pasi Lhe cluster of soda
straws that [ had admirved on the esriier trip. 5o far, so
goad.

Ye were now in territory thai was unfamiiiar &o me., Bill
mentioned a change in geolugy, noting that we now seewred to
he following a fauli ling., The passage became drier 48 the
wotoer gushed through 2 hole in the floor, producing an eerie
reverheration. Wo were crawling again, this time not over
claan rocks bub through clay., Our wet oigihing provided a
fice siippery surfass, and the going wasn't tos bad.

At last, we reached Lhe "home stretceh”. This last section
had been hand-dug through the clay, angd was very tight, Bill
took the lead, and we inchod ahead on "toeg and bows”. He
had named this section the "Nlershey Crawl"”. The gook did
remind =e of the chocolate 1 gee at the candy fasctory where |
uark.
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Presently, Bill stopped and moved Lo Lhe side so I could
sguire up beside him., Just zhesd of us was a pit larder than
anything ! had seen in the cave, Between us and ths pii was
s rock lip that was "Just s little too tight", A few quick
raps with Biil's haseer srd chiscel tiberated us, gnd we
sureszed ontod a ledge overlocking the "pit", which actually
wias 4 largoe room. A rope was necesgary, s6 ve corawled bhirvty
feel, back up the panaage find an anchor., Sguesning into our
peitdy gear was rough, bul virgin passadge urged us oo,

aon was very large by Williaamson Co. standards, probably
foet. in diameter with a thirty foot ceiling., Ye ware
eeted by 4 spassive, caraei-colored flowstone cascading
longside & hude breskdown pile.  Picking our way through the
eabdown, we surveyed the ares For more passage.  Bill moved
ok from & low spobt and saw what appeared to be a
promiging lead, but clegcted to save it for a later date, It
was Lime to hoad out,

After saking the quiek asgscent, we struggled to get the muddy
vesr of £, 1 poticed that the drier ny ciothoes got, the
vuopler [ becnme.  We worked our way back thiough the belly
crawl, stousggling to hawl our gear. ¥ realizod with siaem
that [ waz setting bosged down in the olay!

YOk, guy, get a grip. You've sorked vour way Lhrough plenty
of ¢rawls befere. Juslh take your time and veu’ll be fine.”
I dug in, face down 1n the sud, and tried to push my rope and
nnck ahesad of ne, Here was Lhis passage, savbe 10 inches
high, and 1 couldn’t go anywhere! For the {ierst time in my
caving gyperience, I had a resl panic stiack., wWild thoughts
raced through =y hsad, Up ahead, Bill was having some
trouble oo, though net as much as me, ¥What if we couldn’t
got out? Very few cavers knew our localion, and a vescue
would be very hard to pull off in this tiny hole. In
desparation, 1| shoved my coil of vope aside ing hopes that 1
might be able to mamuver betiar, Slowiy, we inched shead,
After what seemed like an eternity, we rolled out of the
crawl and sat upright, catching ounr braath.

And of vourse we eventually g9t out, although minus one répe.
I emerged Tealing numb and disoriented, wondeoring if | wonld
gver wani to onter 4 cave again.

OK, big deal. Guy wisps out in a cave, Bet think about it
for a minute. Have vou ever caved to the poisnt that you
thought 1t was g6ing to besat vou? My response in that tight
passage caused me to reevaluate my sbilities as a caver.
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Wili I sver be meatally tough encugh to handle 8 "real” cave
Jike Lechuwuilla, or should T be contaul to piddle araund in
Tittie grodeoholes forcver? 1 honestly dos’t koow,

¥ill | over bBe a "mericus” caver, or am I & Lersinal
spolunker? Hopefullye © oan convinoe my self somedsy,

Wil I over

No problom,

it
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Alvis
Thanks 3iyi for the trip report. It cartainly cawme in handy,...

and T didn,t have to type ittlitrrrreer g To all others
that has submitted material Lo the BULL, thanks. T will try
to give you your Tust rewards. And thats not supposcd to sound

negative. From now usnkill the botitom of the page, I, Dale

#ilison, will bry £o : b
> i : ; wit ribing
my thoughts, in £§vsn§“11 up the rest of this page with desc ¢

color,ag I ezn how Lo give a melted hutter rub dos
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o owou knowe ot L hove to daal with tans,
violves, ond saberdooihad dgors .. Thot's why
Y canry ong of thase”



