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--· 1~ MAVE.C:IC!: EUL.:... i:: ,.hQ r!:Gntn1~: :1ews1e-::~=- of TE~ MAVERICY. GROTTO, an :..nterne: 
_:::~ in tne ~at1onal S~eleo:2g:cal Sc=:~ty LNSS 6-322). 

:nv1te all cavers suc:nl';. :=.:-::c1es. news, rr.3.p=:, C2.!"toons, art, and 
If :he materiel is t:: :e !"etur~~- c se~f-a.ar-esseo. sta.mpea enveiope snoula 

Chai rmar.: Dale E'. lisc 
1209 Dan Ga ij Ra. 
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(hl 817-47:,-C:0:(,3 

=:-:ter::al organi::at1c;;s of the Nat1J~a. S;:ele'.) ~:::g;.cai Society may r-epr1nt any i tern (unless 
:::pyr!gn:s belong to a'...ltno!" e.s w1 •. ~e s!.a't.e·::::: ::..n oy~:.r.e,i fi!"st appearing 1r. THE MAV£.r:::'..ICY. Vice-Cha1r~a~. Danny Sherrs~ 

3 Cobo Dr1ve 
-:-:--::::: MAVERICK GRGT7C ad::::ress at Otner organizations should 
:Jnt~:: tne gro:to at the aacress ne!"e!n. 

~:·:r::-7lP.~~GES ::-:E MAVERICK GRO:TC, ·.-1:. =~nar.ge ~ewsiet:ers w1tn otner- grottos. Contact any 

Josnua. Texas 76058 
Chl 817-295-5'.57 
CwJ 817-295-SiBS 

J~!1cer. Treasurer: Teresa Wh1 f..e 
5424 Finicn 

~-\PL:~.~~iT.t.::Z~ Nr::ws:..~-:-::?s. 7H:: M.~·;::...~.::!: G2:·77: ·"·11~ prov1de cor::1pl1mentary news1etters to 
:::e!"s:ons 0: org2.n1:.3t1or.s wno prc'.':::e -:ave ac::ess (:,.. e. ~anaownersJ or otherwise prov1ae 
~s:1stance to 2avers The Gro::: will prov1ce tnree free issues to persons 

North R1chiac.a Hills. TX 75180 
Chl 817-28~-S240 

::~terested l!l oeco:n1r.g rnemoers. Editor/ David & Sha~: Fin£rocK 

Anv caver 'JI:::-: ::.nteres!::. celiefs. and actions consistent with t.ne 
Secretary: l 974 Barror. 

:;:·_.:rposes :JI 1:-:=: MAVERI~!: :;r.OT:-·:J ~::-::: tr.e ~1c.::::na! ~peLeo1og1cai Society is el1giole for 
~~erncersni'.2· Acceptance 0! '.'1.ew me~e!"'s :s ::2.sea on pay21ent of aues =.r.a a mandatory three 
t !': D requ1 rement w:. th 3.t 1 eas: '~nre-=- ::::if fer-=~: g!"ot :o :r,emoers. These three members sne.i l 

Fort Wortn. 7Z 751.12 
ChJ 817-45l-3:'39 

CAVE EESC'~::> C:.!~ l Col lec":. 512-626-023.: 
sDonsors leas: cne s::::::"lsor tl'.:..;.s: .=.t'!.er::::: tne meetir.g a\. which the memoersnip 

\'Ote :s..."''.en. t'w'o-th1rcs ma::~:.:·: vote :: :n.e memoers present lliL~ oe requ1rec for 
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Y.eet 1"'10'= 
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.June 9- :o 

.June 13 

.July 
July 7-9 
July 11 

5 : e 1e=:s 
: 08 Y. ~---

July 31-August 4 
August 8 
August 11-13 
October 3-7 

CALENDAR 

Monthly work trip to Colorado Bend State Pc:rk. 
the second Saturday of each month. 

Weekend of 

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip . 
'.,\averick Grotto Meeting . 

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip. 
Maverick Grotto Meeting. 
NSS Convention at Sewanee, Tennessee. 
Maverick Grotto Meeting. 
Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip. 

the 

National Cave Management Symposium, 
TP&WD, and ACMA. To be held in New 

ON THE COVER 

ne'il.-s letter, 

sponsored by TSA, 
Braunfels, Texas. 

Our cover caver this month is Jody Robertson. He's 

posing here in the Racing Stripe Room at River Styx Cave 

located i~ Ki~g County, Texas. 
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·11ce Ch3.i!'""':--~;::H1 D::n1ny Sherrod open~d the meeting, in the 
~8Sr.:>nce of c:~:=.irrnan Dale r.:11 is1Jn, wtto wes runnin~ a little 
13te. Danny ·c,rcught t.;.p tl·ie idea of forming a pt.on~ 

c~:r~rnittee, to call all tr.e grot:c members whenever 2 tr:.p is 
p:anned. :n t~:'.!' E-':--1::.;:t, when s;.:·_..:r-ot U:1•-r.11.:ti:(_•nt r:a:·1i tripc; 

r;:er:1bers were ctis3ppointed t:1 find out. ter-
they had missed out en a fun weekend. Thi 
benefit new members. 

and took over the meeting. Further 
discussion Has then held on the month's questions 
qoout membersnip requirements. ch Fralia suggest("'d tl:at 
~e drop all reference in cur by laws to any s~ec!fic 3mount 
f-r memoership fees. That issue will probab!y be act~d on 
later thi 

Russe 1 Hi 11 reported th3t Bruce Ander3on donated some 
tapes and then cooied some videos, at hi:i own 
expense, for the grotto library. 11 suggested tint 
other members wr.o don't have a book to donate to the library 
~ri.ight cor:sider cjJn3ting a blan~: videotape, in:;tead. He also 

out, ":h:=.t when anything is oorrowed from t?-1e l.:.br3ry 
t.:3::k t ;::t the next grotto m,eet::.ng, unless ot!1cr 
2~e made in advar.ce. 

in town, from ArKansas, an explanatlo11 
of .. spel a sort of speleo-ele-= He rel::::ted 
how a transm:tter is carried below to some water 
filled pa.ssege. Then a recei·.rer Ot'i surface is used to 
pinpoint the location directlv above the water source. It 
is usea as a t o±' "electro!:l~ water-wi tcher". 

=:ave ~.1cC l anr.o:!!1Cec: that he has compasses and 
inc 1 inometers sa:e. at a go-::d 

\13rK Busby, ·.iho has ma•.:ie • :;eparate tripo to 
Colcrado Ber.a tate Park, wss elected a new member ot the 
gr-:Jtto. Stephanie Andrews. who rias made a number of tr1ps 
·111th r~er n:ot Diana. was elected an a~~ciate member, 
since she is t:!. ~oo young f:Jr ful 1 Also, Joe 
Giddens and ~ris Willia~s renewed their 

10. wet thr:Jugh-trip 
i !l is the longest 1::ave 3nd 
... .:...~De we1:test, +_~:::, \,IJ:=:~:::::_.:.~:: 

u.rougn-tr:p, with swimnnng f I ippers. 
if you 're in* in going. 

Si1ari Fin!racK reported on a fun trip ~'.J 7ur:1er 
f=":::li:::;, tf:w.c gro:_ !lH:•tnoc-rs LJOk !.n. Irrciuded wt'.'re 
Cryst9.l Cave ?!n:i Aerial Cave, the rst wild caves fer the 
F~nfrccK 1 s ~'::-yi::;.::r ~ld '.Jen Ryan. CMar~: Porter 1 3 repcrt ·~n 
tThis same tr in this newsletter). 

3. i ia t ld about the goings-on at ·.he TSA 
spr·1:--:~ -:0n·.'e:1t:.:Jn at Luchenbach, Butc.J1 h2d gi·:cn '.:l 

oreser.:.at:on "=l" the conventicn on ser·.rir:g a llais0n 
~~twee~ ~he Texas Parks & Wildlif~ Department ana the ~av1ng 
::.sr:;rnun: t y 

:•onna Anc·'.;rs:n; 
'.iemor :_ _1 ~ Jdy .... ,e-::Kend 

announced 
tr 

J: :e prcgr2::-: · ... ·as an 
·_·:-:a~rgrcund", r:-!"8Vlded 
"'\-.:;::t. 1n t!:.i:? 
noise-making :::ur i tt1e progr:mis 
;::ew.bers show courtesy t.J cur 
lf some ~emoers want to visi 1 

r-oom to d::J 30. 

trip fer tile 

the meeti11g 

NSS CONVENTION 
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"TAr.ING 17 'E:_.;s·e AT TUP.~JER 

By Ma~.:..: Porter 

L:Jc2tion: Turr-:~r F~l ls F3n:. '·''J!'.TJ.Y C.'.'.'1...nty, r_\klati::rn13 
Per5onnel: Mark ard Pam Fcr:e~. Dale Et1iscnt Russell 

Jay Al Eer:fel·j, Dian3 and 
id, ~hari, 'Jrid 

?. ar.d George?. 

It wa~ a g',J0d sir;n •o :ee the s: .. m :::hinicg 
left to

1 
ma~·-e cur rer.dezvcu.s with fellow c3v".'.'rs at 

Hil 1, 

Trar.spcrtativn f out W'? headed r:ri!"!h fer the e 
Mountains lHi l ls! lahon:s. 

lfe Hor:~y Cree¥: end b-2£~n to look fer 
the ::::am12 up e;r 1 ier in t~1e A 
stone 's throw dawn the creuf« Russel 1 and A 1 'J ·•e!c 
already 5ct up and relaxi~g. Plam WPre then swi and 
gear wns gath<?r<?d to vistt :;ome of thP. c2•:es witr.in th~ 
p3rK. We_ hl~.e:J asross the •:r·;ek 3nd over the h1 l ls toward 
cur first destir.ation of tl:e ~fternccn. 

Cur ~ i !"'5t ::tcp ..,as a C?'Ie that r:abooy kne·,v the narne 
but mst everyo:i~ had v isi ~e':!. It is !e:cated 3 '1uerti::r a 
mi le up the can1on from (ryst::Jl Cave about ~n 
hour pushinr; sm3l l leads. D::le somehow to g-:t int0 
a very small iee.d that fi:nlly grew tea smil I fer him to 

He «anted sorr.ec".l<JY tc fo How but no ane cf that 
of stature was cl:zBoy ct ~h~ ti~e. Hi: r~turn 

squeeze loof:ed S'.'.Jmewhat a;;cni::i:tt; ar;d after a f'3!w tr 
popped back (:u t int 'J tf'1e 

Our next step ~as Crystal C~ve lacated half way ~p 
the sice 0f s -::luff. f\'J3Z~l l ri~g":?d '1 roe~ up top :JIJ wr:: 
c:ould swing 11p into tr:e :e ,}ny Jnd Dairw' prci:ce~eo t 

th~ c:ave r_:; ~ '_: ehd ·.fnl. :inst of +.he r:e•Jp1~ w.:i.i ted ir. 
entrancP for ~~eir r~t1~r~. 

The Finfrc:~>«J joined ~:.1 
Aer is 1 Cave 
fun section 
wide. forty 

'J' .. 'er :he 
t2 '-:1 imo. 
fe~! 

,._, us-:o :o 
of the cc::it::.nuing 

twenty-five f~~' 

7he ri:tur:i 

r.i i ! . is ::::::-.:11 l tut ht:: 
t e::- ~ 

f i 11e 

Ever:,,·one S·:'Jt acrcis:; 111 
T~1e 

comir.g : "' -0rt·as not ·.:•1i te sure t~c.:·111 

m3neuver cv~r to the le~€~ ter J cJup1; of i!l-fat~d 
attempts, 0Jv~o ~as1tioned ~l~:elf th~ er~:~ J·~:t t~l:~ 

the route t2J..:~!l. :.!e pincr:e<J ~.1mself off '.Jn '::'lt..hF>r wJl l 
becarr.e 
\\'iJIJ!O cro:Js 
insh his 

~tcppi::s =~:::ne f0r 
would :::.::;: ':".O 

acrs3s 'Jr~til 1!~:y ~ou!o 
,....,... ..,el~ D:·::::e::;;. fer :i 

CefiGitely a c~~:=at~~ hus~ar.~ 

tirr,e :o b~·=!·< ~'J •:'il.'Tip f':r 

pr act 
b!uff 

hl s ! ,-i:r:1 ! y. 'r'ft1en n "-·~ 

z:1'Juir.;er::: 2nd h~ w·aul•j 
~::::· t_~~ srr:J t l ~ e-:-:g":' 

nearly '.·0r:::3l. ~3:.', l L Al, r;e..:rE'=, !::-=: my::e~f 
ma•Je several t::;:::: ::•.Jwn t!-.~ ~;'i:se: ~ JfY:: ..,>;,:.,y :!lSO ;;,J<:e 

zome trips ~2.:,-: 'JP ~he :-c·~e. It 'i11':::1S rractii:.:e ~:rnd ::i 

little sont1Ce:,-=:i:: r:·_ii Ider r ~y~clf. 

ey thi: ti~.~'.;:~ !ittle t':Jnd ""'r:l3 on tri12 ';ne :owe hecd·~~j 
bacf< to comp, ;:.:::,=~~ed up arnj 2.i:.:~·nt ::orue tir:i~ ln t .. h~ Elue !!01~ 
be fa re re t ~rn i :~g l:ome. A g0od ti me ·~33 t::id by a 11 ~ 

The annual convent1· on of the N t · 1 a iona Speleological 
Society takes place in Sewannee, Tennessee from 31 July to 
4 August. It's a long drive, and if you 're looking for a 
place to crash along the way, Joe Giddens has offerred his 
four and a half acres as a campsite for any grotto members. 
It's located just off I-30 in Camden, A as, about a f 
hour drive from the metroplex. Contact Joe at C501J 
574-1133 or write to P O B eo1 · · ox ~ , Camden AR 71701. 

Also there will be an NSS Field Camp at Cumberland 
Caverns, before and after the convention, f 24 ~7 J 1 
and from 5 6 rom - "- . u y' 

- August. More information elsewhere in the newsletter. 
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WHAT HAPPENED? 
By Butch Fralia 

It'a nice to be thought 0£ and remembered I thought aa I read 
the suggestive hints in The Maverick Bull, but what's all the uproar 
about not writing a £ew articles £or the newsletter. A£ter all I did 
£aith£ully put out some twenty-six issues with much loss 0£ sleep and 
sanity. I was reading the LAG News Letter and lo and behold, Pat 
Helton addresses the question: "Where is Butch Fralia, and why 
haven't we heard £rom him lately? Do you stil} haunt the hallways 0£ 
River Styx with Shane?.. Suddenly the £ar reaches 0£ west Texas are 
dicuasing that I've not written lately. Enough is enough, I plead 
guilty and throw myael£ on the ~ercy 0£ the courtt 

What Happened? Suddenly I realized that time really £lies when 
your having £un or at least when you're busy. It's been nearly £ive 
~onths since I've written anything. I've been so busy with caving 
proJects that I haven't had time to write about them and then in 
March, I changed JObs and suddenly I'm involved with computers more 
than anyone haa a right to be. I even spent one thirty-hour day 
involved in a massive change over £rom one computer system to another 
and suddenly I hate computers. I come home at night and here's this 
spi££y computer which though it's somewhat dated, lots 0£ £olka would 
give their eye teeth £or JUSt such a machine but when I see it, my 
£irat thouqht is to throw up. Somehow, it seems more appropriate to 
cave till you puke than compute t.!..':.l you pu:;.:. 

Well, as many 0£ you .know, I'm into sel£-hypnosia so I had a 
chat with mysel£, calmed my queasy stomach and ~at do~n to write. It 
didn't hurt that I've gotten the teeniest small bit drunk to build up 
my nerve. Today, a£ter only twelve hours 0£ computing here : am 
again sitting in £rent 0£ a computer. I'll bet David Finfrock 
doesn't go home and play with a weather radiot and I'll bet a 
gynecologist go home and well never mind. 

I really have been busy, I've had £our weekends this year that I 
haven't been caving and I had to work through two 0£ those. I've 
been busy with C.:::.lorado Bend.~ Devils River, Longhorn, the Powell's 
Cave prOJeC~ and a couple of times even taken time to do some £un 
caving. What am I really saying here? I finally got caught up on my 
sleep, some 0£ my household chores and got bored, I've had to resort 
to writing to keep £rom being bored sti££. It's rained thirteen 
inches in the last twenty-£our hours, I can't do much else. 

There's a great deal to talk about: while I'm in the mood I'm 
going to knock out several articles and throw in the "O:f'£icial" trip 
reports £or the Colorado Bend proJect £or February and March. David 
can use these articles £or cannon £odder (filler>, toilet paper or 
what ever £or the next five months until once again I get my nerve up 
to write. 

Hi gang, it's nice to know you're out there and that I'm missed? 
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TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE LIASON 
by Butch Fralia 

Page 5 

There's happenings, goings on and plenty 0£ new opportunities 
because 0£ you and the work you've put in on various State Park 
proJecta over the last year and a ha1£. A£ter what's happened at 
Kickapoo, Colorado Bend, Devils River and Loqghorn, the state seems 
to think those weird people who crawl around underground may be human 
a£ter all, and what'e more they May have more sense than apparent at 
£iret glance. People who want to squirm around in holes underground 
must have a loose screw, right? 

That's right cavers, we've come out 0£ the woodwork and we're 
getting eome recognition £or the e££ort put in. June Secrist, 
volunteer liason £or TPWD, wants to eubmit us to the governor's 
committee on volunteer labor £or some sort 0£ award £or Volunteer 
Group/Organization 0£ the year. The award <i£ approved) will be 
presented to the Texas Speleological Association <TSA> but it's 
really to you, the hard working cavers 0£ Texas. 

There have been opportunities £or public education. TPWD 
produces a television program called ''Made In Texas," which airs on 
Public Television in the Metr?plex during the summer months. They 
£ollowed us around £or approximately six days and used up more high 
dollar video tape than I like to think about. The program about 
caves and cavers will highlight the cave contribution to the 
environment, polution problems and the caver's e££ort to avert 
disaster. Look £or it this summer, I haven't seen one 0£ their 
~rograms but I've bee~ •dvia~d Ly those who have th:t it'a a high 
quality presentation, worth the time to watch. See local celebrities 
like Gonna Anderson ehouting dramatic lines such as "it goes, it 
goes." See David Fin£rock prognosticate that "it's partly walking 
with a 60% chance 0£ crawl." 

The State Perk proJects are. alive and well with more and more 
people taking interest all the time. Opportunities abound £or new 
proJects £ull ox excitesent and glory and s chance to get underground 
in a new place. Opportunities abound to be recognized £or all the 
hard work we put in and given the opportunity to put in more. The 
irony 0£ all this is that we get credited £or all our hard work while 
the "work" ia the same thing we do £or %un at other places on other 
weekends. Have we got these people snowed or what? 

A l.OC.At.. &Rott<:> 1s. ,..e,oUi 10 M~E. A 
M A"J"OR D\SC.O'VER'I V'll\1LE'. E'.l<P\ORIN!'r 

A l..ilTLE l<NOwN U.\Jf:. LO<JATE:.O <JNOE.~ A 

B\JP.G..e.P. Kll'JG- IN r-\,1,<.KE'I l'll'SC.oN~IN. 



THE MAVERICK BULL 

[-~st1nat1on: Coloraao bcrd State Par~ 

l;1p date: F-ebruary 10· 12. 19t:::1 

F<eoorted by: 8utcn Fral1a 

Tr1p Leader: Butch Fra11a 

Personnel: Pooc,...., Amy 
Jeff f;uva l l 
t<e,th Heuss 
Terr): Holsinger 
Lion M1;:;t.zner 
Teresa White 

Cla,: Cn~mbPrr 
r 3\' 1 d r- 1 nf f ·::.·ci< 

tl1r1Lon C!1ne 
!::Jutcn ;:,._ral1a 
Wa) f'€ H l l ! 

1 -'! • ~lor dF-n 

r-1:.:n1' Por·ter 
T i:r. Wyl~r 

ld )U:H;; 

s,noµs~s; 

Stt:-.·e w1-, 1 

SAB 21 t (An Unnamed Ca"E) 1s vxplorcd to it 
pract1cai end. 
Se·.'era; s•nall r;1ts a~·1cl new l2,H1s 1n knoy.n cavt~s 
checked out. 
Gorman Creek Crev lee beccrr:es the second lnngest 
cave ,in San Sata, C::.)unt; \::Ind the St'(.Ond iungest 
c3.-e on the par~. with nc ei\j in l9ht. 

are 

Another 5,C•OO fe2t of s~rfa~e sur~ei•l& C<:MPleted, 
ty1ng in mo~e ca~e locat1ons to ve prov1oea to lP~U 
<11t 3 later oate. 

C:"-H lng the Fetruary work tr1p, 17 cav·ers arr1vea to part1c1pate 
thi.:: ::.ave related a::th-1t1p5 plannl?f1 tor tile we1;H:Hid. 

nere was a great deal of act1v1t, ar0ur1d var1ous parts of trie 
,-~ r ~ . 

1nn1ng mc-irn1og; Jc• I {Juv~ll I. t<-~IU1 11\,llS:,, !i-11, 
s1 _ H11 l, spert f fH.-'Ut s surface Slff\t:y 

fr::m HOit< Ca..-e {Sab tBS;, fol:crl1ny tt•e fence l1ne 
oiid p1 1ng UP cne cave entran::.e ( ... f11ch t1ad little if any 
t.ra-.f_'r~ah~e pass3.oeJ. They :>at 4 uencl, ma!~- , tne last of wni:::r-. 
~Qr at a smdll h~1 bv tl~e roa~ e0le~1nq L \~lv Pastur-e. : tctal 
cf feet was sur~eyed 1n th1s enoea:or. 

~l1nton 11 ard Alv1 H111 101ne•l 1orces to C01lt.1r1u~ tt1c 
e"plor~t1on of Std} 211 cave. Th~y tel lowed tt:c: ;Jpstredm, t:;;:cs1ng 
Plane craw· pa~sage tor approx1mJtel~ 150 f~et before 1t ended. 
They were lnvolved 1n t-h1s act1v1tr tor apL•roxuratel:r four ana 
cne-half hours. 

Pooch Amy. Dav1d F1r1frock, St~~e hh1te ara Teresa Wt11te ! 

relat1on) arrivc·d )ust after ""'-"'~.-.. tuo 1';11_ "..arr1o tor ti.t..'H 

various proJects, They sat1sfleo themselves f a time, droop1rg 
to the bottom of Blue Ribber, Cave (SAB 184) the infamous bad air 
hole. They made it all the way to the lowest level at about 70' 

f~q 1 "'C the fl1r -q.,.3\ity accet..·taGl~ until ->;he\.· reached t'1£: 
b0tto~ where thfly nctlced they wE>re brE«Jth11•g heav1ly. Poocri was-
wear1ng a Carb1de lamp wh1ch 1mmeo1ately wf·nt out. lhey too~ 
this as their cue to exit the cave. 

t.ft0r lunch, Pcc>Lh Amy, C'.1nt0n Cline, David f'.1nfrcir-k, !-c>1t1 1 

·\?USS, and Alvl!"> Hill resumud E"P10r 1ng SAH 211. 1hey re~Ul'!1>;:::1 

:..:lorat1on of the downstream passage, where rt left off last 
Mth. Tt1e~ dug out e s~all mJd ct1oke. re1r1·,ved a small ~liver nf 

rock bloc.king the and eritered a h1qrtl;-· dt?cor-ated f·ssurt: 
with tall 111 •s~ure -...a::, verv narrow e;.:_cept at the 
bottom Wt1erl::' 1 was api:;rox1m'1te'1y :? tr>vt wide. 1111?1 crawlec 
9long the bottun1 of the fissure unt1l the roo~ stopp~d at 
nJ:rrow p1nch w1tn a ceep droo ""r-'1 seems to hn appro~1n.ate1y 45 

feet deep. T11e orco was rlgged an-:::l u-,ey oc~:cenLied to tre:- bvttorri 
tc find.a mud ar>d gravel floor, low passage whlch 's filled to 
.... ~thHi 4 1rches of the ce1l1ng 1ea::ls off fo1 about 5 feet t·efc..re 
it mares a sriarp tJrn. lhe passage coul~ be dug out but lt is 
the exo1orat1on team's feel1ng that they WG\Jid have to d1g for 
the er1t1re traversab1e distance. Survev of th1s cave shoul~ 
result H"I 1bout 380' feet of tra,-ers,1nh: passac:ie. Tt.1 c2i.e 
aDpears lo be direct recharqe lntb tnc ~ aau1fer. lt 
c:int1nu~s to ;:p deeper la~ least i feet wt1ere ation qu1tl 
:lf"\d obviously taYes on 1derabie ;-tmount wat~r dur1ng 
ra' nf a 11. 

[•1.u1ng the afternoon sess1on. ~!eff Du-.all, Wa)'ne h1ll, Terr·y 
Hols1ng~r, Tere:::.a wn1te, ano Ste" wr11te w(·11t tc G~•rman Cre2l in 
the Lively Pasture to loot.-. at three sm.:dl cr-e!Jlrgs which had been 
'lOted on e;;;rll.pr trios Tb>?: rernJve·J rec ... an~ dirt trc•n, s;:)rnf::' ot 
tnese ooen1nqs '1c;.p to ::l1scovi::-r anotr-1er e1•t(ance to the 

ing exu1ored ir Crea~ Crevice Cave, None these 
or~ved tote the oes1reo entrance althcugh tbey may be entorable 
~1th continued wo~K. They sµe~t the a~te•-n1Yon at th1s enoeavor. 

8.1t:.:h Fra~ia Ui:1n MPtzner. ~:irr.. Porter rrno 11m Wyler, went tu 
.:;.:::_;rman Cro,::F ice (SAB 103) to ':.ur-..-e .. , Uurrn~:i U1r> .1anudry 
trip, sr,e1la Hartm3n, lerry r~ols1r:qcr and r1av1d HcClu1 g b.Jrve)'t;:d 
24,:., 9 feet cf p3ssage. This being. sre1 la ·s f 1rst ma cave 
p·.curs1or-,, tf·,er chose not s.ir-,,E:--1 ln t~.c t:edd1ng plane crn."'1 
area and beq.311 their survey ::,on·.-e 01stanc.e ('H:"'C the last S\Jrvey 
noint where th~ passage becomes larger' 

a~1tc~'. (1rJn, Mdr~ anrJ 1 tm, entered t!ie- ca.-i2 and travc•le,} tC· tr.c 
p .. -,1nl wt•en:: Bu1.ct1 rad st<:>ooeo tr;..;> sur ... e7 uur1ng a l'Jeu tr·,r) 
Cu:-1 f.ur,rey, Butch re~•d instrv"':ents, Don was lead tct~.e. 
Har~ s~etcred (h1s s~etc'ics 1 ed better t~an fTld'l) 

f1n1shed n•arisi ... r111e i1"" ... arr-.ed lou:ilHtg the rie·l sur 
point. 

They surveyed trie 87 foct distance cet....:f'cn these two sur"vey 
points ln ~eLldlnQ ~larle crawl i to 12 ,,,~hes high and to 1~ 

fef't wide. Dur1 l.r1s survey s.;g~.e"lt, tr-:;:.y noted s-:;vtHol 
wt11ch wo.1id be traversac'1e if p1le'"- of d1rt were remr-:cu 

from 1r entran:es. Looking over the p11e~. through tt1e 4 1ncr, 
::leara11ce tJetw0e11 the d1rt arid ceil1n9 Pd~-<;&gt-! could be Sl.:.;.>n 
e..rcnd for sumc d1st.ancc, The water f1ow 111 th1s a1ea of t1'c 
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cavf;;' <'H"•('!an:ntly cu'.;.,hes pilPs of -j1rt ur A\ong the wal 1 cit tr1f' 
pa.ssage niuLfi l 1¥e tt • .::,se left by ~ t c'dd 9r-ader after .;rad 1ng 
Job. 

At the ~01·1t wr.ere the two survey$ connec.;t, then: ort.:: tw.: 
passages leading {.f'f, strit•.1ng ou\ at approio:.1matt.::1;- 3~-4 
degrees while u·,e other, tt1c ma 1 n stream passage an!J tne one 
which tr;e January team wr'."1tt<.ed on, str •kes st. 262 rJeyre-u;. lht' 
324 de9rt:e µa~sa;e 1s the ller of the two and was e,.olc,red b:;. 
Donna Anc:erson, an::i Don Denton chHlng n 198B tr1p. 1h15 Cdssage 
is apµro . ..-<ruatei 4'.'._.0 feet long with sev12ral side leads e,._tend1ng 
30 to 7 .. feet 1r1s passaqe, of co11rse, nas 
not yet oeen surv~ 1 ed so distance ls only specul~t1on. 

Butch, D·::.:1n, MarY- and Tim, conttnued 1n the d1rect1on wh1ctt the 
January team ha~ surveyed. noting se.eral larg0. uocorated 
f1s~ure<: as they went. ln two of tr1ese f1ssures, there ar,pe-ared 
to be h~grer level passage ~ut this mi have been optical 
delus1ur.. As u-,ey traver-sed the 2"4{;, feet to reac:1 tne last 
survey marker, they not1ced the passage cont1nually gett1ng 
larger. .e.t tht;;- i0c:at1on where they resurne::l survey, t~"? pass<.1y-E 
r~acnea stoop walY- ne1ght (approximately 4 5 feet). The floor of 
th1 s•.::ct1on of cave is dirt t 1 I lcd and was Qu1te muddy from 
recent ra1ris. 

Thev p1c~ed up the survey and 1rl acout 45 feet came to a Jun~t1on 

wtiere t"'e cave splits 1nto t"-o passaqes. They left a survey 
m::,rYer wr1G>re tt-ie s'di? passa(_Jt.' s-irvf>y ld be p1c;¥ed uP and 
C(n1t1rHa_·-_! onwdrlJ the ctf(''-HH b(·t1 r :1:.'.··"'J~!. lli,: PH:.t,,.:Hh' S{·! 1n 
began tc ;:'g-i:ag oack and fort~1 an<..' the 1ncl1nat1on bc:c~iw,;-

sharoer 11l a acwnward d1re~t1on Tney survey 241.~ feel 
1n this sect1on br1ng1ng the weved length ot the c;~e 

feet ma;.; 1ng it offlctally the second longest ca~e HJ S::rn 
Saba CoJnty and o.+: course> the seccnd longest on the r;.;td 

l arr-' s Branch "~ 1 l - 1. 100 feet lncatcd on tt>e near ii'~ •,111? 
Ranch was prev1ously secona. At tt1e pcint wt1ere tt~~ ~l:rvey 

ended. tne passa9€· cont 1nues to become I Eir·ger and trend cownwar-d 
at abo~t -5.0 degrees. 1he calculatea a~pth (trorn surv~/ ddtal 
at the ending survey po1nt. relat·ve to tne entrarlce is 13 feel 

1he last passage surveyed is obv1ously the main stre~m oassage, 
due to rieavy water flow this sect1011 of caYe is wa~heu clean. 
ihe fl 1s ccvered by rocks and the trash observed ir1 othPr 
parts of the cave 15 not presert. ()ccas1onally, a can or 
ot.nvr ciJ t. Jc 1e , :;,, o-u:::;er ved lujged Hi "' .:r a::k bct~-.een two r 
We now bel1eve that Gorman Creek Crev1ce and possibly Horse~. 

CH1mney are feeders into a main (~ve passage ~hich has yet to be 
reached. Due'to the conditlons ~f traverse to r~ach the sectlo.1 
of cave where survey left off. it tal<.es hours u reach the survE>v 
1ocat1or., The survey u.:iL-1 ~~.'..1- ,~:· far- 1s be1,-.; l 1np p1t;-.t.t 
by 1erry ric1s1nger. T'1e p/1.)t ,..111 be rpfc_•renc,:d to other knoY> 
t<.arst features 1n the area hopes ariotner e1~trar1ce can b~ 

located wh1ch w1 l l etther o..horten the d1"SLance or pr•Jv 1dc f-JG1{_•r 
traverse. 

Sunday morning and activity began anew. Cl 
Jorden a'ld Dave HCC lung who r,3d arr iv.:::; late eYen1ng. 
set out explore ano survey several sna1 I p1ts 1n the area o; 
Ch1mneyer's Delignt (SAS 206), To tr-ie l of triese. thf-:>•' fdl· 

a survey l1ne from Ch1mneyeT's del1g~·t tie 1t 1n witt> t\1e 
ex1st1ng surface sur·ve)'. T~ey riggeJ for vertical descent a110 
Clay ei-,tered the cave fir-st. He tH1(.0(1ntered ·1L th'c; 

dlrect1cn~. to the right, a fissure we11t for about 40 
th"' 1et-t it became tlg'lt but t1e negot1ate::l lt after !:·C•:.e-
were rn.=.,ved. lhe entrance drop wa::; at 26,4 h?PL and thev 
surveyed through he fissure passage coming t-o a ~ay 

jo1nt 1ntersect1on, then dropped orec101tously OOritl 

perpendicular fissure. . 
Clay ar.C Dave neqct1ated the flssure, they too ... their survey r.ata 
and• aii exited t::> e:-.plore a second pit l'<'Jth a smaller ePtrar-.::::e. 
They rigged the secord p1t and e..-:plored 1t but detal 1 lnfor~1at1on 
of tr1e e~.p is net ava11ab1e- at u·,1s t1me. 

Pooch Qa,nd r1n~rock, Teresa Wh1te and Steve White went to 
C1cur~na {S~8 18) to explore s~me small leads rumcrea to De 
t~ere lhey 01:g out a small passage aboul 1b 1nct1es w1ce by 4 
feet long. lh1s coened lntc a room about 4 feet tall w1tn 20 b~ 
30 feet length ana widtt1 d1mens1o~s. 111 one corner tt1e room 
... as a l :vlng flowstone about a feet .. .>de with small draper Y 
format1o~s above. , T~is was a ~eal treat sin~e there are few 
caves with live formations on the park (e~cluding GormHn Cay~J. 
They dug out anot+1er small at t'ie enu of ttns room wt~1c:h 
1ed 1nt1..~ anott1£>r room witrli 4 ce1l1ngs at>out 12 feel bY 4 
feet w 1;Ji:;,. 

(1n the way back lo camp, the stopped to chccK a sm~I l pit ne~r 
stoc~ tar1k close to tile turn off to the Caver's carr~,1ng area 

s proved to be about tS feet deep with a flssure at the 
bottom. The f1ssure is r1arrow but at the bottom 1:'s ciDOUt 18 
•nches w1de allo~1n9 a small crawl space. They followed ttl1s for 

a few feet unt1 l lt choked oft. 

Butch Fral1a, Keith Heuss anu Terry •iols1~ger went to L1vcly 
Pasture. to connect the small entrances ~orked the prev1ous da, 
w1th the ex1st1ng surface survey Gata. :·11·,s resultea 1r u.ree 
entrances added to the database and a~Jut 2,200 feet of survcf. 

The details of this tr10 are ~ot as conc1se as usual because 
several people t1ad to leave Saturday E.:ven1ng before tr;e deta1 Js 
of tne1r act1v1ty could be gathered because Butch Fral1a was Jr: 
Gorrnan Creek Crevice. Th1s also affects the deta11 of tloe number 
of novrs each person put 1n. The tr1p WdS however succ0Gsful. 1r• 
that a considerable amount of 'P!Ort< w.:is accomp11shea. 
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HSS 1989 CDNVIlBTTDB FIELD CA.MP, CUMBERLAND CAVERNS 
July 24-27, 1989 and August 5-6, 1989 

The Nashville Grotto is hosting both pre- and post-convention 
field camps ut Cumberland Cnverns near McMinnville, TN. The 
pre-convention camp will be held July 24-27, 1989. The 
post-convention cnmp will b0 hold August 5-6, 1089. 

There are no official plans for guided cave trips during the week 
of the convention. In order to minimize impacts on caves, cave 
landowners, and sensitive areas, members of the Nashville Grotto 
will lead guided cave trips during the field camps. These trips 
will be led by knowledgeable, experienced cavers who are familiar 
with the caves. For those unfamiliar with the Kiddle TN area, 
this provides an excellnnt opportunity to see the primary 
attractions with expert guides. 

Registration is limited; registrants accepted on a first come, 
first served busls. Iluch registration will be confirmed; 
registration deadline ls July 9, 1989. Late registrants will be 
accepted on a space-available basis. 

For additional information, please contact Larry Adams at 
(615)885-2655, or John Hoffelt at <615)356-1615. 

N/l.SllVILLE GROTTO FIELD CAMP REGISTRATION FORM 

---~Pre-convention camp <July 24-27) 
____ Post-convention camp <August 5-6) 

Name: 
AddreEiEi: 

---,--,-----------------------------~ 
City: State:------ Zip:-----
Phone <home):----------- (work>:-------------
NSS If-: ___________ Grotto Affiliation:------------
Immediate Family Members: -----------------------
Registration Fe~: 
Pre-convention Indlvidual ($40.00> .. 
Pre-convention Immediate Family ($5.00 
Post-convnetion Iadividual ($10.00> . 
Post-convention Immediate Family ($2.00 

Total . 

Cave Trip Preference'(s): 

each) 

each) 

... 

Horizontal (no pits): Dry Wetsuit 
Vortical: Pit bouncing only __ _ 
Multidrop/long caves wlth pits -- Dry Wetsuit 

Special Intorosts: 

Amount 
• $ ----

$ ___ _ 

.$ ___ _ 

.$ ___ _ 

.$ ----

Biology 
Geography/Geology 
Photography ___ _ 
Specific Cave(s) 

Conservation 
History/Archaeology 
Survey/Cartography 

Other 

Milke checks payable 
AdnlIIG, 265 Lisa Ln, 

to Nat,;hville 
Hashvillo, TN 

Grotto. 
37210. 

Return to: Larry 




