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THZ MAVERIZY BULL iz the monthiy newsletter of THE MAVERICY GROTTO, an internal

crganizaticn 1n ine Nationz! Speieological Society (NSS ©-312).

“ne editors invite all cavers tc Suomit articies, news, maps, cartoens, arti, and
£Nnotogranns. If the material is t0 be returned, a self-aaressed, stamped enveiope should
é::cmnany it Items sroulad be of interes: tc cavers enc be non-political 1n nature

_nternal crganizations of the Nationa: Speleglogica:i Society may reprint any item (uniess
Tignts o©2ilong 10 autnor as will oe stateo in cviine) first appearing 1n THEZ MAVERICK

if rrepsr credit 1z given ans a complete ccpy of the puoiication 1z delivereo to
MAVERICY GROTTC agcress at the time of puo.icatlon. Qtner organizations snould
contact tne grotilo at the agaress nersin

THZ MAVERICK GROTTO, will excnange newsietters with otner grottos. Contact any

SOMELIMENTARY MNEWSLETTERS: THE MAVERICK GROTTO will provide complimentary newsletters to
TSONS 0T Creanlzatlons wno provige cave access (i.e. lanaowners) or otherwise provide
sistance 1c  cavers. The Grotto will ailso provide tnree free issues tO Dersons
nlerested In pecoming mempoers
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VMEMRIDSHTD PQUICY:

Any caver with interests, beliefs, ano actions consistent with the

Chairman: Daie Zlliscn

1208 Dan Gould R2.
Arlingron, Texas 78017
(hy B817-473-0483

Yice-Cnairman: Danny Sherrod
3 Cobz Lrive
Josnua, Texas
(n) B17-295-%

76058
167

(w) 817-295-6186

Treasurer: Teresa Wnite
5424 Finian

Nertn Richland Hillsz, TX 7

(n) B17-28:-8240

Ecitor/ David & Shar:
Secretary: 1974 Barron

Finfrock

Fort worth, TX 76112

curoeses  of MAVERICK GROTTO anc tne Nationa! Speteciogical Society is eligible for (h) B17-451-353¢9
memnersnip. Acceptance of new mempers 1S basea on payment of dues and a mandatory three
TIip requirement with at ieast tnree different grotto memoers. These three memvers shall CAYE DFS7IT: (Call Collect 912-685-0234
221 35 SpOnsSors. Al  least one sponsor must atteng the mesting at which the memoers@lp
vote 15 tlaxen A two-thiras majority vate of tne memoers present will be reguired for
2cceptance.
eetings are neld the second Tuesgay of each month, at SMOXKEY’S RIBS, 5300 East

rncaster, fort  Hertn. T 1s & little less tnan one miie west of Loop 820 East and next

coor to a X Mart. The time is 7:00 P.M., and the food is good.
CALENDAR
Ongoing Monthly work trip to Coloradc Bend State

Park. Weekend of the second Saturday of

each month.
March 14 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

March 18-26 Possible work trip to Devils River State

Fark. Number of people limited.

Contact

Butch Fralia (817-346-2039) or Keith Heucs

(512-385-7131).

April i-2 Longhorn Cavern Cleanup project. A dirty
job but we get the use of Longhorn Cavern
to explare off the commercial trail. More
details later.

April 7-9 Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

April 11 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

April 28-30 . TSA Spring Convention, Luchenbach, Texas.
More details as they become available.

May 9 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

May 12-14 Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

June 9-10 Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

June 13 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Cctober 1989 American Cave Management Symosium,

sponsored by TSA, TWPD, ACMA.

in New Braunfels, Texas.

ON_THE COVER

To be held

Qur cover caver this month is Donna Anderson. She is.on
rope at the vertical entrance to Sand Cave on McKittrick
Hill in the Guadalupe Mountains of New Mexico.
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MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY GROTTO MEETING

Chairman Dale Eilison called the meeting to order at the
usual place, SmoKey’s Ribs on 14 February 1989. Several
grotto mempers discussed recent trips to Colorado Bend State
Park, to the Powell'’s Cave TSA work trip, and to River Styx.
Dale reported that he has been watching a catfish washed
into Styx about 18 months ago. It is trapped in a pool deep
within the cave, and apparently thriving on detritus washed
in from aboveground.

Butch Fraiia gave a report on the status cf bills before
the Texas legislature. The Groundwater Protection Act, H.B.
333 1is now pending in the House Environmental Affairs
Committee, and action is expected soon. But the Cavern
Prgtection Act appears dead for this sessicn.

An announcement was made that Mrs. Mongrain, the owner
of the Bateman Ranch (River Styx Cave) was hospitalized in
Wichita Falls with bronchitis. Several mempers had sent her
flowers and a get-well-card, and a collection was taken up
at the meeting to help defray their costs.

Russell Hill showed up with the beginnings of the new
Maverick Grotto Library. So far, most of the donations are
his own. Bring your own donations to the next meeting and
help the library grow. Russeil says he will bring the
entire library to each monthly meeting he is able to attend.

Two new members were electied to grotto membersnip: Jean
Might and Dave Milhollin. They had both been at the
Colorado Bend State Park work trip the previous weekend.

Since Bruce Anderson fell 1ll and couldn’t make it to
the meeting, Russell Hill filled it and gave a lively slide
show and presentation

CAVING CUILSINE
By David and Shari rinfrock

Do to a lack of material sent in for the newsletter this
month, we are offering another suggestion for a hot apres-

cave meai. If you have any other recipes, please send them
in!

Hamburger Chili

Brown one pound of hamburger or ground turkey. Spoon off
grease. Stir in one can of Campbelil’s Chili Beef Soup
(available at Winn Dixie), one can of Ranch Style Beans, one
can of stewed tomatoes, and one cup of water. Season with

chili powder or peppers. Simmer until well heated. Top with
grated cheese

Even though this is not a cook-all-day five-alarm recipe,
it really is pretty good. It’s even better after a hard day
of caving and takes about 20 minutes. If you have any
better ideas, WHERE ARE THEY?
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NEW CAVE ON MCKITTRICK HILL

Through our exchange of newsletters, we have learned of
a major new discovery on McKittrick Hill near Carisbaa, New
Mexico. The following is taken from a repert by Pat Helton
in the Lubbock Area Grotto News.

The history of the new cave began on 2 dig 2t the
McKittrick Hill Regional in 1987. Digging continued
intermittently over several months, and finally a
breakthrough occurred in Aprii 1988. But due to the
sensitive nature of the new discavery, it was Kept secret
until the cave could be gated. Algerita Blossom Cave was
officiaily announced and presented tc the public at the
Southwestern Regional Winter Technical on 3 December L[288

Already nearly 5000 feet of passage has been surveyed,
with a number of leads waiting to be pushed. And the virgin
nature of the cave and the quantity of delicate formaticns
makes cave conservation a real priority.

Algerita Blossom begins with the newly dug crawiway in
the hillside, opening into the main passage with (quoting
Pat Helton) “floor to ceiling soda straws less than 1/4" in
diameter, gleaming stalagmites and stalactites, fragiie
bacon rind less than 1/8" thick, and multi-colored drapery
filling the passages. The cave floor in many places is
covered wall to wall with rimstone dams forming pools
througnout the cave. At one point we came upon a large obed
of cave pearls.... As awe-inspiring as these features were,
the best was yet to come. Entering a room called "Shangri-La]
we had to stop for a while and take it all in. No one
Knew what to say. An area of gleaming white rimstone
features terraced up to a height of approximately 12 feet.
The pools formed by the dams reflected the mineral colors of
black, light blue, shades of grey, and pure white. The
tarraces led up to a black cone shaned like a volcano.”

With the exception of the first room, the entire cave is
alive, with water dripping everywhere. The walls and floors
are still mud-free, and every effort is being made to Keep
it that way, with all travel in the cave being conducted in
single file. Travel is very siow and tiring due to the
numercus low crawlways (average heignt is 4 to 6 feet, but
crawling is necessary to avoid breaking the numerous and
fragile soda straws and stalactites.t So far, none of the
delicate formations have been brokKen, and good cave
conservation practices wiil attempt to Keep it that way
Much of the crawling is done over razor-sharp rimstone dams,
and an extra set of Kneepads is a good idea for anyone
attempting Algerita Blossom Cave.

If you are seriously interested in exploring and
surveying in this major new disccvery on McKittrick Hill,
contact Pat Heiton at 3517 77th Drive, Lutobock, TX 79423
(8063 796-0973
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IT DON'T GET NO BETTER THAN THIS: PART TWO
“BLIZZARD BREATH'", A VERY APPROPRIATE TITLE
By Mark Porter

Date: 26-30 December 19838

Locatiaon: South Central Missouri

Personnel: Bruce Anderson, Donna Anderson, Dawn Burrow,
Dale Ellison, Arlene Heintz, Mark Porter,
Dennis Thompson & friend

The next morning dawnec zlear ano cold. The rozac wera
nct in the test of shape Zor *ravei, =0 we prcceedsd e
returnes, we loaded up ang headed oack cnecK out a :ouple of leags i1n the parx that the ranger nag
ite. This became an adventurs i itself given us. We checked out 2 Zew small holes up on the sice
3 : snow had picked up again anc was in nign of a olurf but they turneg cut to ce ?ply smal. ders. This
Sri g down those winding ana hilly rcads, with ac::z}tylcon:umeo the better Fart or ihe ariercoon. . -
iiity less than an eighth of a mile, mege it a The ro{}cw1:g Zay the rgacs nac_clearec 20 we neagec .o;
Challenge to get back. We averaged 10 to 15 mph on the arive the Springrisid area.  Our Sestonaliins were X0 caves narsh
back. Dale decided to stop and put hiz venicle into or the city. Ore was calleg Low Water Tave, and the other’s
four-whesli-grive. Pulling back ontg the roag, we zot name was uncnown. . iy -
Sideways intc both lanes, and it took a 0it 0f manouvering Th? Uninown ave was lecatec 2 mile’s nike from th? roed
10 get back siraignt... all the wnile waiting for onccming alongsice 3 rver. The entrance waz iarge, with a soring
trar 1o plow into us broadside. Fortunately we mace it gusning out she Fave s mouth.  Thirty yaras oack. tnere was
back to the park sarely. 3 sink entrance. The passage orancred, the righthana
Fulling in, we noticed that Dawn's new dome teat had © passage ieacing througn a stccp-walk to a large rcom.  Two
collarsec cdue to the weight of the snow! She shoveiea znow ‘eads ventured from this area. Both leags were reliatively
0ff 17 z2ra 1t sprang tack into its normai =shane. The tima short, but had substantial ferrmations. The left passage
was acout £ PM, it was getting dark, with temperatures in went for 30 yards to where the stream was picXed up. There
the 20 s and the snow finally tapering off. Dawn anz I were were no volunteers to explore this chilly passage Zurther.
the oniy ones wno had tents. Because of the weather, Dale Hiking back, we stoppea Zy Low Water Cave. Thisz cave
offerea, and we hurriedly accepted an offer to shars iz was named for itE locatien next te 2 iow water Srigge. The
tent trailer. cave consisteq mainly of 3tream passag ST L
#hile moving sucplies from my tent to the trailer. T too recsprive to “his | CoTur it
noticeq 2 strange activity taking place on the other sgige of waaing througn K watar inan
had brougnt a breeding pair of his Malamutss. cassage was narrsw, but accut 7
ate in heat, the time was riznt, zo Bruce nag fcr some 2000 feet In accis
£ a nead while the male mace the ccnguest. With ¥ith large flowstones ang stz
% inches new on the srouna, andg bitteriylcoio, it quantity of mud.,  We exitsa T
Seemeq that only two of the threesome were naving an ‘reezing A gerson can ta
enjovaole time. <{See Figure 1). b Mot dinner ;nASpr:ngfield,

That night was sxtremely coid.
we haa 2 iantern, heater
tn xeern warm.

caversz neaded Qo came
not snew

neaceq

nayt rning
next morning,

o7 nome.
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP LIST
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The following is a list of all the PAID-UP members of the

Maverick Grotto.
your name 1s not listed.
your dues for 1989.
all dues should be paild by March 1lst.

by-laws,

According to our co

Many of you reading this will, notice that
That 's because you haven't paid

nstitution and

If you haven’t paid yet, have $10.00 cash or check

payable to the Maverick Grotto at the March 14th meesting,
send it to the treasurer,
North Richland Hills, TX 76126.
this is the last newsletter you will be receiving.

March,

Teresa White,
If you

or
at 5424 Finian,
don’t pay during

We will update the membership list, with phone numbers,
in the April newsletter.

FCOCH AMY %
MER

5424 FINIAN
NORTH RICHLAND HILLS,

TERESA WHITE

X

DONNA 2. BRUCE ANDERSON
cge 2231z
S04 K IMBROUGH

FORT WORTH, TX 74108

DIANA ANDREWS %
M3

429 Fox
SAGINAW,

Dr.

T 76179

DAWN BUROW

Mes

RT. 11 BOX S74
WACO, TX 7&712

STEVE DALTON
c89

4404 SURREY ST
FORT WORTH, TX

DON DENTON
ME9
1200 AUSTINM

WICHITA FALLS, TX 74201

W. DALE ELLISON

cCge 27010

1208 DAN GOULD DRIVE
ARLINGTON, TX 74017

DAVID %
M8

1974 BARRON
FORT WORTH,

SHARI FINFROCK

TX 76112

BUTCH FRALIA
Cg? 27041
412 WALTON AVE.

FORT WORTH, TX 7&132

AL REHFELD

76126

ARLENE HEINTZ
caee
1208 DAN GOULD DRIVE

ARLINGTON, TX 74017
KEITH HEUSE

M3

1710 E. OLTORF #820
AUSTIN, TX 78741
ALVIS HILL

ME?

1202 NORTH 7TH
TEMFLE, TX 76501

RUSSELL HILL % CunNTrilA

cge
2528 PRIMROSE LANE
FORT WORTH, TX 7611t

SHARON LYTLE
c89
1807 OLD MILL DRIVE #2201

ARLINGTON, TX 746011
DAVE MILLHOLIN

M8

1828 5. DAK ST. #120M
ARLINGTON, TX 76010
JUDY THOMFSON

sasg

RT. 2 BOX 21

NOCONA, TX 76283
QUINTA P. WILKINSON
cge 20TzZS

F.Q. BOX 470
HOLL.IDAY, TX 74366

A VAN HODOSER
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