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by Butch Fralia

In the Augus? issue, I wrote the blazing Yare you
there” editorial and learned that you are indesd
out there from the number of positive responses,
T { ssbbnm i 2\ o - L2 b b ALt sum, o~ LY Y~}
e RULLWLN ntcn W Wl w FJLHEU UP Wi mie
article. su_ppor#ed it and wrote a s#ronger
gditorial for theldr swn neusletter. I was both

surprised and Iease d at the response.

The guestion then became uhaf can I do for an

ENCore. Tha?’: ’h: po ub.\ﬁm u ‘?l us?sug k-
publication such as this, you have to provide so
much of the materisl that after suwbhile you dry up.
Well, I feel the urge to continve wn‘h the
newsletter until my term of office ends, that’s
my responsibility. HWith these thoughts in mmdv
this months eaditoris!l involves the responsibility
of cavers.

What does responsibili?q mean to those of us who

V:pcn\’:‘ SuT uce weekends wAP,‘tGTing ?h: Eanderful
world of the underqround’? We don’t  think of

surselves as an important group of pecple yet uwe
have opportunities uhxch few of vs have qef to
realize. : ~ :

Whila we may wish {0 protect caves as 3 tious
natural resource, our

cur lendowner contacts. Each landouns rj is

 proud of has prooerfg and usuallg doesn’t _mind

B sharing -
duellers,

it [ with those  less fortunate city
He has rules and regulahons and it’s

important 10 assure what these are and follow
the rules to the letter. Cavers aren’t like deer
hunters, if deer hunter slisnstes 3 landouners

=
he can qet a lease in another cbunty next year.

n

6au o al iiwmd A
S7ia DU 30

Thom by
e nunterT s ] Cu gr sliznstes s

landouner, a beavhful cave has just been closed
to sll cavers.

We may learn things we don’t like about
caves are treated on a property but we nust
gsin respect and trust before uwe
recommendations on management of the caves and
presarvation. £ach  time we
landowner,.the manner in which we deal with ~that
. landouner may affect ?he BUCCEess
‘gaining access to his’ properm and possxblg
cther landouners in the areas.

the way
can make

L1 Y1
their contact s

The way we present ourselves determines wheth
we’re seen as a bunch of eccentrics who crawl
arcund in the dark or adventurers in tune with

'hrst rasponsxbxh?q ;s o

‘,,lal 0:-.33:13

“Rhat do we do about this.

: appreciafe

of - ‘again .

The Maverick Bull

=14 & b

will make mak 1411

ln!ﬂ 8 Wi Nose

cur environment, This
-] the landouner

difference in the wa

P B

H)!le tl!g 3"92!0191! ‘:hﬁ

natural resource, Perhaps we discover

H
i iy e 1
tilns>ciy

UUNIF L |

to explain that this

s b T am
¥ IDIcy b we

caves,

[ 2% -y [ zan 'u-e €mwn -
nis Caves nave u: w vl o

ourselues as responsible citizens,

mambmemdimn
pivivuianyg

m?eres?ed

b s

a4z
interssted in

arhsas the (mmdedeme ke o mbimbkis Af hadeim
L -%] NQPS e wmiwVwIIwT] 190 © ll MAE wi LACY 1Y we
explain the error of  his 1hmkm9 and if not
o g v o e ol L 65 B bunch Gf

LUl CTwli ch:cnxcu? WE !—UIHE vl
radicals like some other groups who run around
the countryside. preaching
pills are hard to take, especiaily if
ramming
have enough

L3 Tt
RIS

P et -0 e T 8‘44-‘7\
\-L’l‘::' VQVJUH- ISR

somaone is

Thm mms
His - puvi

neaaﬁve sfigma workmg agains?

s g o e
Tevichs i

L d Y o [ S d
nem wowh  YoUuY o8 s

3. + i
they carry they commune  wi

13 ERZ1 -3
devil and they are even the devil’s pets,
 WmESEENGETS snd ?h;uga 15 gvréss tc mention in =

publication intended for the family. If the caver
comes 3cross as a creep, it only makes the bats
s5een CT‘EEPIEY‘.

We've qot some responsibility here. each time we

spprosch s landowner whether private, corporate
or gdvermenfeh we have the possibility of

L3
orner

whether
3 fo that proper‘m again,

-

-ty o Z5ssomw 5 -
CQ;‘EI =2 Wil L4421 Sﬂa\il

The best tact is to be
st. present ourselves a5 humsn beings who
the resources and the critters the
has for us to enjoy. Den™ lis fo th
he'll fieure out pretty quicx we’re not
a scientific study group or he

some of the
other quises cavers use to gain property access,

hones

swnay
ouner,

srt of

Be  honests express your apprecistion for the
opportunity to enjoy the oproperty. If you qget
the - opportunity to educate your landowner,

-especially if asked to do so» take the opportunity.

o y-0 3 30 Amiiem  ng o

1w Cl W‘n :umrnuug WWWRIE 1D

t-\evnu m Aam?4 Juu 4.
T WiIDE wwir ry

"Hwoaf he’s not readg for.

Re have other respcnsxbuihes: what about those
Tew cavers you take out on their first trip. The
first time caver doesn’t know how #o react to
the established caver and worse. they don’t Encw
how they’re supposed Yo act, If +they’re
exercising 8 long time desire o experience
cavina, they may go out of their way to please,
Treat these people 35 you would want fo be

responds

nnvpunxunt.c of his FEvsunax



.

extra

extrs felts, gsskets. flint, extra carbide
p
.
3

e
!
¥

14
Py

If

Cavess
their
least
You
t
extra

*

-~ the small

small
checH

m

not

light

Perhaps you are

1

If a8 carbide lamp
tip reamer:
what if the wai

-

i

Without the repair Kit,
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into a large cave.
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individual nesds at
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extra bulb.
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for a
includes a tip cleaner,

carbide
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feel that further
you aet losts you may end of spending a lot lonaer

bottoms or baaaies with exira carbide and a dum

cavers have becom? experienced

the larqe caves are also maze caves,
down 1to your second source of

you mmclude waterproof matches?

when they finally qo
deinq.

water

Gne

laroe cave.

batteries and an

This

tips.

felt holder and felt plate.
crawlway that

have you foraotten
maiches will be adegquate.
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our

?uiligh?

that

tend to
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it would
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caving is all
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members always

nawbies are no
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conditioning:
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are reaching our
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ill prepared.
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er people can handle whatever
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they may not have the eandurance at
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ARE YOU A SPELUNKER OR A CAVER?
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onsibility of showing them what

cavears

H
H

spelunker aenerally does not wear a helmet

It is probably sasy for the new caver
caves we Mitially take them to in
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finding out after an hour
2
usually start them out in easy short caves.

is

K

but this

-

climbing;

chimney or climb on some exposed
areg

You

+

.

are having 1o

contact when

a candie.

Each really experienced caver varies in the 1

a3
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H

ys carry
supplq

Ui we generally
Then we tell
bring a small flashlight (or pen

extra equipment:

" We try fo stress to new cavers to alua
of
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that this is what you should carry.

b
A Am + t dnimmt XS
decid 0 usE oMy glectricsl 1G5

choose the system which is best for you

-

& carbide

o3 o b, .-qn~‘ ik ~

T ¢
JE!HP AT :'Pmu Piry ©J

bottoms, and water) for my main source.

- + B ool e ot 3
@i EXiva {s8rolie ;amp 8% iy 5280ont sourie N Wy

pack. On my helmet, I have an electric light with
an elastic band which is positionsd sc  that i

32 U
does not interfere with fhg carbide lamp on the
helmet, [ carry extrs batieries

this lamp. If something happens to my carbide
lamp. my electric lamp is ready 1o use uwithout
having te digq in a pack in the dark to find
another I carry 2 underuater pen lights.
several Bic lighters, a candle and waterproof

!ink-&
aiyis i

o o o o oy
mailngs, and 8 {iume.

Az many of you Know. ! especislly enjoy checkin
out small crawvlways. #As 1 am somehmes the only
_one entering the ,:ra;al;.;v Y. ¥ is vital maintain
3 light sources. As a req ular oacK '15 much too
iarge in most of these cravlusyss | slusys carry
a small pack in my large cave pack. This pack
was originally used a5 8 holder for the Jusirit

battery pack. It measures &" x @' x 2 1/2". I
contains an extrs carbide bottom, a8 repair kit, 8
tiny bottle of water for my carbides . an
underuater pen light and 2 exirs batteries and a
bulb> a8 Bic lighter, duck tapes a_ tiny roll of .
flagging tape, a3 small ;{Ime‘

knife. I’s a tight fit but my crawlway pack holds
it sll. I ithe crawlusy is too smsll for my helmeh

[ carry the carbide lamp in my hand and have the

elactric lamp with the elastic band on my heads
or @ pen light in my pocket. I feel prepared. just
in case that orauwluay keeps going.

Hoof us try to be well prepsred, but even the
veteran caver may occasionally get complacent

thinking it W 4 be 3 short trip.  But we
never know what obstacles may delay us in a cave.
I don™t intend to be caught in the dsrk. Hhst
about you? Are you prepared as a8 caver or as
8 5p&s lunker?

STYX ABAIN

by Butch Fralis

DATES: September 2-4, 1988

DESTINATION: River Styx Cave, King County, Texas

L ,rabu:lf

light» and 3 small  “moforhone and $4995 and_greasy hands la?eu we

Jtime, life veslly is good!

Jan m i

Ledid

The Maverick Bull

PERSCHMEL:  Butch Fralis, Quints Hilkinson, Shane
:the HWonder Dog and Russ, the app renhce cave
Tdmn B IR
UUB-

Getting tired or River Styx siories? Well while

‘the rest of you went to the Buads, Quinta
ic mver Styx. You get snother Styx  story

and I qet somefhmg to fill some of this

+
WENT

Hhat started a5 3 videc tsping expedition. ended
sup as a long relaxing weekend. not messed up by
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expedition qot called off when car trouble and
way., Because we uwere siregady

packed and didn’t want to stay home for the

‘weekend. Quints and I went =n§h§

There was major excitement on rescthing the

Bateman Ranch, when the roads were wet.
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?jVing 8 21 motorhome sxde'\.ﬁaja sbout half the

time certainly makes wou high on liuing. He made
(it in and shorily got to exparianc ome clear
spots in ‘the clouds and a areat view of +the
stars.

~The next morning. we went ints Butherie o csll
‘and see if anyone else was coming. To our

chargrin. the starter on the moiorhome burned up

* when we tried to leave the general store. A

of the three
“town  fit the

<minor mirscle occurred when one
starters in -the |whole

were headed back to qux.

At camp, covered with qrease, inspiration hit.
The hot wster hester uss ucrk,.,ga the wsa?

system was workina, the shouer was working but

had nev been tried out. What better
opportunity! Lighting the water heater pilot in
29 wmile per hour winds was intevesting byt ihe
task was camplev‘ed and periodic checks proved
the water was getting hotter and hotter. Yes. s
‘hot shower and a caving trip all at the same

Hhat more could you a3k

for? Dale Ellison was right. it don?t gef no

: :beﬁsr than this.'
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Quints decided 1o vides

“.e m ﬂ‘e evening, 3ape
“the sunset while I went down to the river
entrance 1o walch the bat flight. fter thirdy

some odd trips to Styx, 1 finally did what I'd never
done before and watched the bats, River Styx
bat flights aren’t as spectacular as those from
other caves but it’s still impressive and lasts for
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my first drop which was also Endless in memory.

and 4 would-be sleepers crawled in (mganin

outdated 1974)
their finaers in
hour trek
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a flash light with me and had

Tl

It was an interestina siohi watching

like havin

-

and the

Teresa,

-

checking entrances

le are burned out or

until the wvalley across the river was filled with
ontemplation about what calls us back to River

for about five feet +then hastily returnina.
the dark and ! hastily left before the flinht was
with Ralph or Bubba (the eiocht foot rattler Knoun

dispersing intfo a cloud over the river
atmosphere, the clear skies, the covotes

the action.

was safe

darks | didn’t have
area,

It°s almost

find there.
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DIANMNA S DIVERS SURFRFRLY

VUITNOW HANDLING CAVE EQUIPMENT! !
FOR THOSE WET CaveEs WET SUIT CAVE SO0X - oncv:: $197%
usen BLACK RUBBER WET SUITS
OTHER CAVE DIVING GEAR WATER PROOF LIGHTS REELS
*INQUIRE ABOUT CLIMBING GEAR PRICES*

REPEL RACKS SRQUARE 8°S CARABINERS

/77ASK ABOUT OUR OCT — NOV CAVERN DIVING TRIP TOQ MERIDA MEXICO//7

INCLUDES A CAVERN DIVING CERT. BY NSS WP CAVE DIVING DIVISION

CALL AL OR DIANA (817) 626~7917

LOCATED JUST 1 1/2 BLOCK SOQUTH OF MAIN TERMINAL AT MEACHAM FIELD
4200 N MAIN 8T SUITE # 120-
FT WORTH, TX 76106




