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THE MAVERICK BULL, is the =monthly neusletter of
THZ  MAVERICK GROTTO, proposed  internal
arganization of  the Nationsl Spelecicgical
sgciety  (fonstitution and Charter membership
sybmitved),  Tne Editor mwvites sll cavers 1o
supmit articles, news, maps, carioons, art, and
shotagraphs, If the materisl 1z to be returned,
8 selif-addressed. stampedg envelope should
sccompany It.  News items will be sccepted and

3re urqec to be subnitted on floppy aiskettes in
@ither APPLE I, or IBM compatible ASCIl Text file
format. Items should be of interest to cavers
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cartoons of very good humor) in nature.
COPYRIGHT @} 1986, by THE MAVERICK GROTTO

‘nternal organizations of the National
Speleological Society may reprint any item first
appearing in THE MAVERICK BULL if proper credit
s gwven and & complete copy of the publication
:5 delivered to THE MAVERICK GROTTO address at
the time of  publi Cther organizations
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should contact the grotto at the address herein.
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EXCHANGES:  THE MAVERICK BULL. will exchange
newsletters with other grottos. Contact any
officer.

PRINTING: This issue printed FREE by TROG PRESS.

INC. in the Republic of Texss.

SUBSCTRIPTION RATES: Subscription Rate is $12.20Q,
ser year for non—memoers,

+EMBERSHIP  POLICY: Cavers with interests,
teliefs. and actions consistent with the
surposes of THt MAVERICK SROTTO ana the
igtional Speleclcgicsl Society are eligible fo
;embersnip. Membership m the hational
ipeleslogical Society  is  encouraged, but not
manditory execpr to hold office. Acceprarce of
S wm A e ~my b

ine Nicw TEguist fam“'jv or S8s5S5CCisEYE members
snall be by payment of cues and by @ two-thirds
vote of the g¢rottc membership present at a
reqular monthiy meeting, after a three trip
reguirement with at least three different gratic
nembers has been met, These three menmbers
shall act as sponscrs and one must be present

at the *ime of meering.

MAVERICK: 1) American pioneer who did not brand
his calves, 2) An unbranded range
especially & calf, 3) An independent
who refuses to conform with his group.

animals

individual,

Tne Maveric suil

MEETINGS: Meetings are held the secont Tuesdsy
cf eacr month, at SMOKEY'S RIBS, at ST East
Lencaster in the east central gsrt of Fort
Wortn, Texas. Just short of one mile west of
Loop 222, This iz 3 central point n Tarvant
County, and should be convenient Yo the
mid—-cities. Arlington, and Fort Horth! The tire
is 7:20@ P.M., anc the food is qood. Go through

the regular line for your grub and then come i¢
the ‘'party room" which we have reserved in back.
OFFICERS
Chairman: Corky Corcoran
22 Autumn Lane
Plano, Texas, 75@75

214-572-1474

Donna Anderson

S5@4 Kimbrough

Fort Horth, Texags. 75108
817-246-6313

Vice-Chairman:

Joe Giddens Il

.0, Box 172274
T ol GA PR Ty i

Arlington, Texas., 76007
817-S72-4Q82

Treasurer:

utch Fralis

&759 Trail Lake Drive
Fort Worth: Texaes, 7&L33
B17-546-2039
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'*-NUT: it This months cover art by Biq Fat Zero
becayse that’s what ve got, come on
Maverick’s, this is your newsletter,
make it work!!!!
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Coilingsworth County, Tx.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

THE MAVERICK GROTTO’s first annual Christmas
party was ope neid December 2@th at Danny and
Jane Sherrod’s spacicus  chateau locsted in
Joshua, Texas. The party was held in the
Sherrod’s large three car garage where Grottc
members enjoyed pleasant camaraderie» Qqood
munchies, games, certificate of merit avards and
qaq qift exchanae.

In the white elephant gift careqory. the most
notable was & large safe provided by Joe
Giddens IIl, and "won" by Mark Porter. Mark 1s
guaranteed to be "safe" for the upcoring year
providing he doesn’t develop & hernia. moving the
safe around the house. Everyone present, is
now anxiously awaiting the next Christmas Parry,
to see who “doesn’t” inherit the safe next year.

Miscellaneous gifts of all left handed gloves.,
bronzed caving boots, cute little flashlights and
8 tremendously large turnscrev (obviously from
an oilfield junkyard) were exchanged.

Donna Anderson, provided certificates of
meritorious achievement to most members
present. Jody Robertson, presented the awards

with his usual flair. Members who were not
present to receive their awards will receive thea
at a later time.

Your newsletter editor was presented the
Porta—Fot Award. because due to his remarkable
hindsight, he provided Porta—Pottie facilities
(included portable outhouse) on @ number of cave
trips in 1986,

Eric Spears, who was unable to attend the
party. received the "I B0T PERMISSION FROM THE
WRONG LAND OHNER  AKARD!  The trip report
pertaining to the reasons for Eric’s award, is
printed in this issve.

Danny’s garage is equipped with a regqulation
size pocket pool table. Most members present
were treated to remarkable demonsirations of
pool sharkery. Danny provided lessons on nine
ball, @ fast game favored by professional hustlers
due to it’s high speed.

The party was fantastic, the officers and
membership of the MAVERICK BROTTO would like to
thank Jane and Danny for hosting @ fine party.

time

The Maverick Buil

THE MAVERICK BULL. is in need ¢f neusletter
articles. These arvicles should be cave related
and non-political in  nature. Articles are
solicited from members and subscribers  alike.
Deer season, the cooler time of year and
nolicays have qreatly limited cave trips, so trip
reports are few and far betueen. Cave *rips will
likely be limited until Marcn or April.

We have many old timers n our mdst who
have many many trips under their belt and surely
twice as many stories to tell and I’m sure much
tc add to the history of Texas Caving. It would
be interesting to those of us who are relatively
new to caving tc relive some of the “old days"
through the eyes of the "old timers." Perhaps if
enough  articles are received, some form of
publication of short stories and Texas caving
history could be put together.

Any one who is interested in providing “old
timer," stories may provide the article in a qood
note form if they haven't time tc formulate it
into a full article. The notes should include
approximate datess; trip personnels and encugh
detail in chronological order that a story can be
formulated. Proper story line credit will be
given.

CAVE DIVERS

Dale Ellison informs us that Al Rehfledt and
Jay Smith who recently set the new underwater
record at The University of Texas,
Arlington, are NSS certified cave divers. They
have indicated thew would be willing to dwve any
sumps we might have to offer in the event there
are no cave divers 1M our organization. They
reportedly have the equipment for underwater
Video work and will provide videcs of dives 1f
reguested.

Al and Jay, have a busy schedule with pians
for their own future oprojects including one
project in the Bulf of Mexico this summer., They
will make time in between their oun projects to
aid with our exploration needs if desired.
Contact Dale for information.
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OLD CARBIDE LAMPS
HHERE DO YOU FIND THEM?
by C. L. Corcoran
Since 1 started caving the foremost question

on my @ind was, "where do you find those old
carbide lamps?" Until @ short time aqo 1 figured

the only place to find them was on +top of an old
caver’s helmet. My .reasoning is easy to
yngerstand for that was the anly place ! had ever
seen one,

Those days are now ended and the guestion
snswered. The places to oc are the southern
tradition, Flea Markets. Here you can find
anything from Justrite 15 old English bicycle
lamps. For between five and seventy dollars you
can pick up any kind of lamp imaginable and some
unimaginable. Typical cap lamp oprices are
between five and fiffeen dollars.

with Raccoon
They
because they
sacks or guns

Carbite caps lamps were popuisr
5 before the Advent of flash lights.
iceal for the Coon hunters

: e hends free for club. tow
llectable non—cave use ;

with the railroad
[N

c once
5. Tne Fort
ceen ihe home of many fiffe

collectable carbides should be
nd &t stores desling in  antigue railrcac
p When dealing in railroad lamps.
caution. hang on 16 your pocket
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Not all flea markets are prime sources so
ve included & list of places that have yielded
cap lamp at reasonable prxc
1. First Monday. Canton, Tx.

North out of Canton. The lower sectioy

the best bargains.

2. Biq D Eazaar, Dallas, Tx. 1-3Q@ at Buckner,
. First Monday: Weatherford, Tx.
4, McKmneg Flea Market, third monday.

~s T +
near McKinney, Tx. Llocsted on

Hiqghuay 38@. west of Highway 73.

S. Lobuwebs Antigue Mall, 1£43Q Ave. K.,
=]

&. Collectors Antigue Mall, Piano, Tx.

The Maverick Bull

1 Azle, Tx.
fron Loop 8 O in fort Worth.
upEn L12:202 AN, - 5:22 P.M. Saily.

Highway 199,

€.  Burlescn Antigue Mall, Burleson, Tx.
Highway 174 South. 4 miles from I-35H
Cpen Wed. - Sun, 12:@C AN, — &£:0C P.M.

i@. Tracgers Village Flea Market, brand Prarie,
Tx. Open every weekend.

STYX AND STONES

by L. L. Corcoran

DATE: November i5/1&, 1987
DESTINATION: Fiver Stuyx Cave. Eateman Ranch,
Kimg Countys Tx.

PERSONNEL: Donne Ancerssons John Ercokss

irst official

fi there uwere
no aswundmg 15 regort 1s
intluded for historical purposes. River Styx lave.
a8 Gypsum Cave, is list c‘ as the 13th longest cave
in Texes. Cavers, simost all of which are charter
membere. of THE MAVE RICK GROTTO, explored enough
unsurveyed passage in 1986, that 1f added to the
existing map or if the cave uwere resurveved as
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hes been s5UL9
possibly the @th iongest cave. It should however
be noted thst since exploration began, hesvy
raing in the area have collapsed passage and
could cavse & new survey te fall short of

expectation.
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Evervone except Chuck Cluck and John Erooks,

vie - - - s - [ 3
arrived st the Estemsn Ranch, late Frig night

-

set uvp camp. and proceeded to hold the
traoiticnal pre—caving  ritusls  {(psriy) before
retiring to @ shert nights sleep.



and cool. As usual the g camg stoves were
vie + = A = ami )i Th Tymmd Toosdy,
Jp  T0C Tng  BICasiCV. &n wOwiGih' T Llgnt. GUDY
secame the nerciie of *he nour. wnen she came To
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those who so0 desirec to eny oy warm wvictuais to
delight the pslate.

Podily needz cared for, the party geared up
and set out for the ’63 entrance with the
exteprion  of Judy who  having previously
“enjoyed" the cave, declined. She allowed that
she would do her communing with nature on Ih

surface.

To the delight of all, the 63 entrance uas
drier than on a3 previous trip allowing @ mudless
entry (almost). The subject previous 'I'np had

seen the entrance quite muddy allowing intrapid
explorers to more or less "slide" in.
The entrance passage was lined with

hibernating bsats. which the party manages o
pass quietly so only a3 few were auakened., The
party went on and the usual guided tour was
held for the new folks. They visited the Junction
rocm. the Hindow., and the Dsme room. The tour
shortly sfogped whewn the oroup encountered
water. The passage lesding from the Dome room
to the Bat Cave Junction had water standing.
Everyone agreed they didn’t want to gev wet then
qo outside and brave the frigid temperatures.

Retracing their steps, back to the Junction
Rocm, the party tarried checking leads in a lou
crawl. This crawl runs parallel to the Gypsum
Blister passage. The obligatory exploraticn
completed (this passage is checked every trip but
nothing ever opens up) the party continued on
through the Gypsum Blister Passage and onwarc
toward the 64 entrance. Hiberwating bats uere
agamn seen near the '64 entrance.

The party visited the area where the '86

entrance was tao have been before the last
great flood and checked out leads from previous
trips. szuming  th temperatur would be

discouraqing to rattlesnakes, a small lead around
the &4 sink breakdown was explored. On 3
previous trip, entry into this passage was

thuarted by ominous rattlings by @ Herpetary
friend(?). (See Stux: The Never Ending Story --
Dec issue - Ed.) For all it was worth, the

Rattlesnake could have kept the
about 1@’ and ended.

passage, it went

firgt 4rig ocut. She and Andrew, madE the &7
craw. anc founc *hemseives 2@ Cowr *he mam
passage  from  whence they startec. Kates
expressed mtense ;oy at being out a8nc mentionec
that for her part, that part of the tour could
have obeen elimingted. Returnmg to the

Hatchet Room, Domna checked out 8 crswlway she
and Corky had pushed 25@° earlier in tne year fo
see if it was drained from the last
found water standing 1n several areas and the
passage finslly sumpes short of the originsl end.

flood. She

Corky, meanwhile explored & small sid
passage which led to a small dome room and
found the small dome room has now become 3

large dome room. Gup caves are fantastic. they
constantly change and there’s something nes 1o
see every trip.

The party exited and found the wveather had

gotten worse and it was now drizzling rain. Upon
their return to camp. they found that John
Brocoks and Chuck Cluck had arrived and were

preparing to go caving.

After Jobn and (huck departed,
challenge was trying to build a fire on which to
cook steaks and remain dru. The oproblem was
sclved by backing tuc trucks tail 1o tail with &
tarp covering the aq3p in betueen. Donn
furnished a por?able charcoal grill which was sef
in between truck bumpers. Steaks were cooked to
perfection over an overly het charceal fire.

the great

Johr and Chucks returned from the cave and
built their own campf1re in the rain, The ere
sc proug of th they S
of shelter and comfor+ and cooked thelr meal in
the rain,

".c
€

* 1 %Y 11
fest declined sll

After all meals, cavers gathered under the
improvised shelter of the trucks and various
brands of intoxicsnis were brought out.  The
remainder of the evening was spent enjouing
"spiritual" warath and sharmg war stories.

The following morning the weather was cold

but clear. Chuck and John. broke camp and
returned tc the meircplex while the remsining
cavers took Kate to see the River Entrance

before breaking their own camp and heading home.
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EAGLE CREEK CAVE

by Mark Porter

DATES: November 29, 1986

DESTINATION: Eagl

PERSONNEL: Donna Anderscn» Corky Corcorans
Steve Dalton. Mark Forter.

Eric Spears.

The cay broke with low hanging siste gray
clouds, @ oromiment chill 1n the air and a very
good chance of rain, Perfect csving weather!
P overused my
setvmm dm mmd m A an dmns
51”5 e SEI lll: H,CGA IUSC
p out front. He pr
Junk in the camper anc N
rendezvous &t Donnas

Upon arrival at Donna’s we made a guick picK

up of gesr &nd personnel in the presence of
Donna and Steve. Ke qathered  together two
vehicles snd hesded for Minersl Rells 1o pick vp
the last recruit for this mission.

By the time we hit the city limite of Mineral
Wells we were greeted by 3 mnice colc stescy
rain. After a guick stop by the toasty home of

our tour guide Eric Tpears uwe ueve
for a short cruise to our
Cresk Cave.

finslly ready
destination Etagie
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€ west o W
of Palo Pinto in Pale Pinto County. The cave had
easy access from the highway, we just pulled
Into a roadside park svited up under the picnic
shelter and we were off iramping through the
country side 1n search of adventure,

The cave was easy to fina. It 1s Jocated
sbout & guarter mile and tuo fence lines from
the road side park. It was situated at the base
of 3 thirty foot limestone bluff.

Ugon entering the ceve, we Tound that it was
comprised one narrow and high passace. The
lengthi of the cave was about two hundred feet
in length and at points the ceiling was tweniy
Toot high, It uwss & plessure 10 get inside the
cgve and out of the rain and cold. Most of the
cave was uwalking passace with some crawl.

Touarc the end of the accepiable passage Donnas
Corky and Eric decided to push & tight craul.

The Maverick Bull

There were tuc rosds 1o
tried the high road and qot only thirty feet.
Donns tried the low road and made resscnable
progress down the passaqe and around a ﬁr._\h‘r
corner. She said it continued but became
somewhat cramped. All in all we were In the
cave about two hours.

+akes Corky anc Eric

When we exited the cave to take a short
break outside, @ thunderous voice hailed,s "Hhat
ys'll doin’ down there) We looked up 1o see
three qood ol’ bous in hunting attire. They
proceeded to tell us we were trespassing and
better get off the land. Eric countered that he
hed gotten permission &  cCou g
from 3 woman wno lived about a8 mile auw
TUrnes out that the uwomsn's is g t
fence we jumped sc we gathered our cea
and was escorted by one of our wew friendgs. On
the wau back we got to talking and he askec if
we hsd seen the witches hole. Having not heard

of it he proceeded to show us the hole.

.

gle ¢of g4e
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The sinkhole was large, thirty by forty fee?
and twenty feet deep. It wss Tilled partially
heve potential becavce

[N 1

i

seen
tell how far back i* went,
made to explore this sink in

1t was 1mpossible i¢
Further tripe wuill be
Warmer WesTher,

Upon leaving the land we were met by IH
land owner who said we were welcome anutime bu
dimm v 1 - mbomrid
Time c uere soGut 1T0IE

-
ready for the comforts of home.

-+ m

3

gdeer sesson. By
to the bone and

DATE: December 2€, 198&
DESTINATION:  Blum Cave(s), Hill County, Texas
PERSONNEL: Corky Corcorans Dale Ellisons Butch
Fralia, Arlene Heintz, Jau Jorden,
Shene the Wonder Dog.
Crmvda Diim mimitdmr mmaiidbh ~é Caund Llmwdh nEsE
lUIIB P aAveEe Mmidl [ —8--] Suui v T nwi i Wt

Highway 174, lies the city of Blum. A small city

}
Western corner of HKill County on the banks of

the Nolan River.
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entrance is inasccessible without & tsll lsdder or
vertical gear. Those "in the knowy' find
entrance throuzh a swmell hole along the top edge
of the bluff. This cave ie interesting because to
go tc the back of *the cave reguires as =auch
work as some 1QQQ° caves uwhich wont be
discussed in this article, O0f the two smaller

caves, one requires a belay line to scale the
sloped bluff (it’s only sbout 127 long) and the
other requires & uerhcal drop over the edge.
It's not far encugh tc use full wvertical gear,
Just a rope and it’s alsc mud choked.

ocated in the

sdiste Crsv uarry {now sbandoned). It weas
exposec during tne excavstion. It appears 10
Ham? 4 472 damm ~mall (miimn €A T = Asa e mvm
o [SRS ] 4l 2 [ A 2imail \Eveli "N M1 PHIUE D Dw
and Shane wasn’t interested) for any humans we
KYibu,
The fissure cave {named 17 Rattlers -- 3

long story in itself, | have the rattles for shou

10 prevent embarrassment, Many jokes were
mede about calling cave rescue. Dale commenied
tnat we couldn™t call becauvse the rescue
representative wouldn’t be home 1o tske the call

Gue 1o his being the one stuck.

All cood things must come fo an end, it was
the ¢ay of the Christmas Perty and aetting lste.
We attempied & 4—wneel drive tour across the
Nelar where *there are many msjestic bluffs uith
potentiai for more small caves. Unfortunateiy the

river was tc high for crossing dve tc recent
rains. It was necessary to put off the sight
mAamiaa dmaiwm mdil Todaw -
588G YoUT UNTli asiET.

khen we dropped Corky off 3t his truck, he

struck up & conversation with some locale about
local caves. He heard of @ large bluff exposure
with cave openings, further south on Highway 174,
He couldn’™ go» but the rest of us set off for &
auick tour,

The supposed caves turned out to be large

sheiters behind the Indian Lodge Camp, on Lake
Whitney. Althouah hoping to locate more caves,
gveryone agrce* that the mejesty of the shelters

made the sice 1irip worth while. Hith

returned *o the metroplex,

that all

{TSS) only has

The Maverick Bull

one cave on record for Hill County, This iz Mar?
Cole Cave, @ 3I5Q@°' water cave. exact location
unknown. It was reported in The Texas Caver. in
1971 by S.B. FPole, who now resides in South
Austin, It may be on Lake Whitney. near the dam.
There is reportedly a cave there which 1is
accessible by boat during low vater years.
There is & legend of a ‘'monster” cave with
indian pictographs &t the entrance, somewhere
near Blum but to date it hasn’t peen located.
When the Maps are complete, copies will be sent
to Bill Elliets in Austin, to incorporate into state
records.

COMPUTERIZED CAVING
by Butch Fralis
Technology :&

Modern Computer creeping MTo

the <aving worlc, THE MAVERICK BULL, for
instance is fypec into & word processor. run on
ATS&T &322 IBM compstible computer. AfTier

an
spell checking, editing, etc. it is convertec nvo
an ASCIl text file for processing  through &
typesetting softuare packange,

many records which
and  the whole record Keeping £

r Comou*er zing the records will will
access to cave dats, sliou
iist out all caues,b

oY ub
neec to b
s
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gtudies t5 deternin

1
ceepest, newest and etc.

A cave survey package callec SMAPS, is
available at a very resonstle price, The
package reduces survey cdata then produces line
picts which can be printed out on s got msv

graphics pnn?er.

One Oklahoma caver, has all the Ukiahoma
casves on an JBM PEXT in & line plot formst., He
simply enters sired cave mto

he name of the de



